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SAC, Maoi 


Director, ps- 
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rHil-SODIEJjMlERS 
JIJ2I^iALl^PRl®C - X 


^ Reurlet dated Juno 8, 195V, captiqned “Whit*? ^ 
Circle ^ague of America, intorhallSnfimrlt^ vheroin 
you advised that according tO'J ^./^l*. B<^nerfilli . 

Peirce, ■53jarida, waa forming an organization to Ue 
aaowhis the ProrSbuthernora \vtiich would ho similar to 
the White Circle League of America* 

-You are .instructed, to- .promptly advise the ' 
Duii^Gau and other interested, ofripos of any. future activity 
by phe- Pro-Southerners and in. the -event this organization 
beeches active yoii should immediately Initiate an 
investigation in accordance with the' jjrovisions of 
•Section 87 D of the Idanual of lastructi'br^ 


^^ALL INFORHATION COHTAIHEQ 
‘hEMEIU is OTCLASSIFIEl^ * _ _ , 

DATE 07-21^2010 BY 60322/UC'/LRP7P LJ/ sd^ 


BEX same 


-.RECGRDED.,v7I’ 


ToIsoa,.,.. 
Xtda-X^ 
Nictels. 

G!«Tin 

Res eg "_■■■■* 
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PIRSGTOE, PBJ - . - -DATB:. June' 29*. 1954 

.ALL INFOEHATION COHTAIHE^' - * .• ' 

'SAQ, MIAMI ( 105”^77) herein IS uHCLAssiFiEif ' . , ’ ^ - 

' , '■ DATE 0,7-21-2010 BY 60322/UC/LR|/PLJ/sd^ 

PJiO-S.QIITHBai!lBRS ' ‘ / 

■INmMjt §ECURip X. ‘ f 

' . . ' ■ ■-. ^ ■ ■ ' ’ 
E.eBul^t- to Miami dat^d 6/16/54* -’>'■> - ^ 


• V -r » - , 

Referenced; letter instructed the-Mi^i Office* to ^atituibs 
f? iiiYf^tigatioix of the aboye cautioned organilzation in the eyent- 
that it becomes active- ’^dth-in. the* Miami territory* • » ' • 

“ - - - --. ; -- --=* - -- 


replacing npe wnxt.e,-«irQi;e league or Ainerica in thp Florida area - 
the mami Office opened aij. investigation, concerning the Activities ' 
of* tius or|anizati6n-* This file wa.a .otened on 5/lf/54.'ahd'is^ 
'Prsaehtiy in a fending status* -4 r^jp.pr.t '.has not yet ‘been submitted 
as only Recently -infoimsitioh has been Secured fthich ■ i«ould warrant' •- 
the sut^ttission. of a report *' ’ ‘ ‘ • * 

\/Tir/ir'. Qh-5/i7/54 | L of knpwn reliability., .advised that oh- i 

^/l'5/54 he contacted m«- B,. SHERHUi, -Fort Pierce, Florida* in 


\/Tir/ir'. Oh -5/17/54 1 U of knpwn reliability., .advised that oh- t 

5/3-'5/54 he contacted m*- B,. SHERHUi, Fort Pierce, Florida, in 
regard to literature SHERBlIl. had distributed oyer the-hame The" . 
TiShite Circle League df America* I&forWdnt, had: beeii in correspondence 
mth 3HFREILL and had rece-ived literature- fr'dra him relating to 
The Vihite Circle League of 4tiierica. Informant' said that on his 
personal contact T^ith SHtRHTlI*, indicated that 'he was - ■ 

unable to get along with tha Northern: off Icials/of The White Ci-rcis" ' 
League and,^ therfefore.,. had- -broken r.eiati-qns with th§m add was 
forming au organizatipn to be 'hnowhas the Pro-Southern.^ s.. The» 

mforimsiTh -hViai*. «on¥Pi<rT5 ■ 


white - 


Circle league and. that', he felt it wou-ld- be raord /sucj<?ess.fui in the . 
south inasmuch as. "it would be an^all ^uthern -organisation father 


and dl.so-.a meiipo-crshi-p. bard-, whihh^reads as follows:. 


(Organization 
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letter tro Dire-ctor, 



.Jua© 29,. I95k 
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1 . 


wjTame ^ > 

. ’t^ddre.ss v * « 


« lU SHBRRILt, Seci-J5gr. 

•«M. B. Sec.-I5gr, B-.0^ Box 1071 Fi>. Pierce, 

4tno% the wim?iogr^.phed‘ pateriai 'Vas one sheet captioned ~ ~ ’ ' 

■Ihe Prpi-Sodtherner.s^^'Whht They Stan^ ^6;r. sheet state4 thet,'-’ i 

the Brp-Southerhers ‘beile've that only .Southern organizations lad 
hy ?foutherners .pould solve the racial prpblem o^ the .south and. 
tb§t thg- Deaiodratic' -Party should defend the south on its racial ' 
problems.' Thg circular- stat.ed? that failing to do so a new political ; 
party should be torfled.* • stated that the. Southern democrat ios 
are leanihi too far toward cr-eeping dpapuniscii dnd heeiine the 
racial mihoritiesi The cirouie^ furthei’ stated that The Pro-Southern-=> 
ers -x^ere against all forms of Manilsmj were for the rep.eaU.of the- . , 

loth Amendment, oondemn' Northerhers fiom interfering with racial 
qUestidne in the sputh, and called fop the outlawing of the KAACP 
.and the Anti~Defamati6n jisague in all Southern st.ates,. The circular . 
stated the fro -Southerners, ifanted the same right to organi-ze and 
prot.est j, petitipn and. lobby,, as. it is granted, to the IHegro MACP- 
and AntivP.ef amation- league' and. to be fre.e of •<?‘ohgi*es.sional ' ’ 

investigatio.ns. ani not to .he ciassifd;ed'..a^ suhvorM^e .'bepanse- 'bhey . 
.wanted, to p'rotept the ^.ite maht^'r.ight ^ 


The circular .called f.br the. 'thite people Of the .south to 
join now and organize local groups, .take part i.n p01itic.s and to 
protest loudly against interference in the south *=s radial, problems '' 


^ The. informant st.at ed that SHEKBlH gave him other mimeographed 
j.i,a One of which 'was Short paragraphs* of ..quotes, from* various 
person^ thrtoughout the-Ujiited 3.taites, aUl relating .i'6 radial 
problems. Also hmong this literattire was a pimeogipap'he.d .letter ’ 
addressed -to Segr Fellow Southerners, which further urged the 
organizing- of the whites agdinst the flegro andj’ also- tirate against 
the fBPG,. .. " 

This informant hap .^intained’ corrbspondend© Wth SHSREllIi 
•receiving ah average of approitimately o'he letter- per week-. All of 


• 2 -., 
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cp 


Setter •^'6 Director j 


Jims 1954 


whi'<?K are ^pers-on^i liirafies- 6n tft.6 pjsrtr o.f 3HBRRJtrI< against the 
Negro and encouraging^ the inforfiantr to form -b. chapter of‘ tiie 
Prd-rSQUtilerners in the ?aami area.. 

On 6/21/54 1 i iii- response to- n request mde W 

him to SHEH^liii' for .inrorraation cohoerning the VJhite Circle IieagUe 
received a personai letter fern SHBiRBliit on the stationery^ of the 
Pro Southerners,, this letterhead carries the folio-wing printed' ^ 
information j ... - - ■ — ' /- . - 


»k Ghartered Unit 'df th? latrinic 'Hahry Qrganiaati on,. I nc. 


iLdvisory Board 

’^Hatry Wm?r^yle, Boar ds -Ohairman - |5. ' 

' ' ^he following' persons are li:ste4't 


Oherr^l';. . 


i tifrarry'-’^Cm* Pjyle, :lii^ Gharles^it^g^ald^ ^Jexg^ 

Ppht^afe^erspn,, 'S* 

AltpxVSShatcher'j.tW^ • / P^S. 

Boh-^f^wriej '^Tev.a lda - . - .» - 'J^s,. ira^pnah., Aria— - 

. d. •Hil^pkley-, * ' dohn? H^^iprik, 

. %. d,.^aggs>. Jy*;' Hubert ;.?.^eath, ^ 

. PletOher^weisphj.iiati-. - ‘ Ped ». ■ 

H.- Il^hefrill, 'Alajs, '■ .< B. S^rif|ith*,^la.i^ , 

U .plrtSaylih, OHa. - P-. •C^^ryatt, 

W, d');^riffin;"*Pg;^ ^ h. ff^ewis, ‘Afk.; _ »• 

^he informant advised "that this letWr weXcoiaed- him as a 
member pf the Pro -Southerners and, included membership cards for - 
- both he and his -wife. fhe letter SHTSBBI'hi^ wcote to | | 

• also urged hi® to solicit membership in this ' orgahisaticn and . 
inoiuddd a - set of sam ple literature similar to that pre-vionsly 
. reqeiyed'by^ ^ ^ part of the personal- letter writ tin "by *• 

s«BRtltb th I I is quoted here^^fith:-' 

I ' * 

«Teil. them the time is short and- we rau-st win this time to prevent 
revolution and bloodshed latei*— we nbt going to- take the 

decision, -of d apppintOa Gommunists-*. appointed bythe traitor 
President -bo- gi-ye this white’ oountry to lews and 

i?hia letter h^as apparently in the handvsciting of SH'^RSXii ^ 
•and signed -PT. 'Post Office -Pox. 1^71, Fti. Pierce-, Plorid^ 
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liett.iex* to Bireetai*, FBI 


Jtui^ 29, 1954 


b2 

b7D 


ksked SHEBRHX if the' 


By let.te?' d^t$4 5/27/54 T 
Pro -Southerner's had been chart ecea» 

By letter dafed 4/10/54 received by inforfiia&t, 
hdvdsed that he had received the amended. and new charter on -the - 
previous. Saturday- nigh't and that now- "wet have- .a ppliti-caX ®c.t-iori 
-organiz-ati-dh^ . . ' . ' " •- 

In regbdn'se to thia inf <?rinant y/rote, ShEEEihX .dn. 6/I1/44 
congratulating hira.pn- receiying the ?I^rter' and asKed that a 
copy be forwarded to him to be- used to organize a unit in thd • 
Miami- are a-*, 

.On 4/W54 thb inforniant received a letter fro® SHERRILL 
stating that undej* no -ciriQumstances could a -copy of the charter 
•he, made avaiXabl-e.at the pra'sent .time. 


and refehive'd by[ 

Editor .of the Poi±t±caT 
'Tennessee,, advised 




inn 

enOrt ,,.er 
■that 


•h ; 

By letter- .dated '6/l4 

6/21/54 Mr.' MRRY mtlAM ■PYL^ 

3.601 So.. Lloyd Cir-.olei Mesjphis, . . . , 

SHERRILL had informed him that thd informant had expressed- pome 
doubt'as to -whether or hot .a chartei: had been iss.udd'to the 
Pro'.-S6Uthernerh from.the Patrick 'Henry Organization.. ROT? atated 
•that ’it v?ab -unfortunate but thali.the Patrick, Henry Org^lzatxdn • 
had -no chartera’.priut.ed and ho cbartpr forms so. a specia.1 tyl>.0d • 
bdpy v;as .,ma-4e snd signed' by dESSIE JEHRjHS, Secretary, 
and by -himself as President (Acting) as.’Ve hs-'V®- uofe a, President” 



that this charter' that -wa.s is.sued tp MT-. SHERRILL and the Pro* 
.Southerherh'^yes ham. .full .authority to apt special iniit of ^ 
this. prgahizati.on and it covers the ydidle nation as his to^ organise 
ip. 3JKe letter stated, that did 'this fbr we had the highest 
respect' ■f:Or ?5r;.. SHERRILL And -for his .ability to organize and 
above all else- his loyalty and willingness to. Cooperate w^th 
real -patriots. ' 


• - She letter -stated that he coxCLd ^ure the informafat 
that Mr, SHERRILL and ail- those v;ho 3pih In •ydth.th'e p.atrick 
Henry Organization vriull get the -cl6sest cooperation from not ohly 
-the officers but it -will be the uhder-standihg.tha^t those who take 
our- -placea will respect t'h-is Charter to the- limit* ' . 


4 




■ 

t % ' 


O 


tefregf*- to Director.^ 


Jwie Z 9 j 3-9^4 


' mJ’ • . » • • ■ . 

igfeter furfcji6^ st^.l:Sd, that at the meetiug in July 
they- niay vct^:e-to put ja- genehel .orgahlzoi^ ill thff-^iehi, .Th© 
ietteu CO Kciude^d b-T paying /liet U 3 hpje tha-t this ihforiaatiou 
wi3,i help: yp.u in -convipcing ^iShose you pohta-pt aftd that we hays 
your closest cgoperatiohi, both to the Pra-jSout'hSrnerS and the 
•Pa-triok. Henry, :?-h^s letter'- -Vrad- eigned 'HAR^Y ^tLIA3-f mE, 

Editor, y.» President,. PH.0.# 

r " 

Ppom -ph^- ahoife information' it Is- :e.vd.dent that . the- Pro- 
- Southerners" -is. a chartered of the Patriok HenTy Organization, 
Xuh,- ihe^xani'i 0-ffice doh^' jiot'at the present time haye . information 
as to whe-re the Patrick henry Organ ization' was incprporstsd. fhe 
information a-vaiiaoie inuacatesTthat I^ENRS^ILPI tlemphlSr 


■JENKiNS, of GoJumhuS, Georgia,? is- 'the Secre^h^'y this organiaar - 
tiehi ^ ' ' - - ■• • ■ 

I -viho-is presentiy affiliated with the- Sout.hern * - . 

jipiighta or tne Kfe has» hegii inv-ited to .attend the meeting -of X 

7/10/54,* Hov;ever, Bi7»L HENDRIX,, they Imperial ISmperoj? of the W 

Southern Knights of the- KKK 'has. advis.ed the informant . not to . ' i|. i 
httend this meeting, for this reason the iliami pffioe wiH not a 
have co.yerage of the. ac.tivit.ie.s of l3iat medti-ng hnt will attempt 
to- .develop though informant sourde.s t4hat 't.ranspire.>d- on- 7/1CJ/54 at 
COylpmbus,. G'edrgia. 

■'• . \ Inasmuch a-s the pro-rSojitherner# is' a chartered -unit of theA/l 

Patrick Henry byganiiation,. Inc . the Bureau is requested to /,r 

designate -an office of origin for this inrestigationv ' ’i 

.'The Kemphis- sad Atlant^.-9ffi'ces -are. requested to determine 
if the -Pa-trick Henry Orghhizationy Xno*.> 4-S a st^e ^-corporation 
either in Tennessee or ih- Georgia, and to -make this -infdmatiori^ 
avaiiabie immediately to- the Buf'eau in,' order .that a proper office- 
or dhigin'can- b'e designated--, 

Ihe Miami Of fic.e will bold in abeyance the summation of ■ 
report until receipt o-f instructions frpm the-Biraau as tp how this- 
irnrOstigation should be handled .^.^At the present time tha Maioti 
Office has no- information, indicat’^hg that there are any active 
units of the Pro-Southerners as* sncfit ' . _ 








,^0, Miami (lOJ^-^6%^) 


July X3jf 2954 


SiTeotor^, FBI (10^^85645) ihforhatiok couTAm^ 
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tn0-50UT3BBBEBS - 
INIEBBAL SEGUBin J 


HEREIIT IS UNCLASSIFIED 
, DATE 07-22-2010 BY 603'22/UC/LEF/PLJy3d^ 


ZTe iK’ioai le'hiier daied June 89 ^ 1954, lai^h 
,coyie8 'ia Atlanta and U^phie*.' 

' Belei reqUesiH i!he Bureau -to. 

office of origin for iihe invesnga'b%on ^ -me gapi^oned 
oraanUaiionJ^ Xi is noted in reXet that tUe Pro- 
SoSerfSa^r he a pari ^ ' 

sation lohioh ie hegded by Mrs* Xeeeie Jer^inp j.. ,. 

OolunbuQ, Georgia, It is aleo noted 
ul%'n8 oring d meeting of a group of 2iew5 

JulylOi 1954, which organisations have thesam^ v^ewd 
wi^r^g'^r^' io segreg ation* Xhi's mee.t%ng mil be 
dtienddd-py\ Y ^ ^ 

It is believed that prior ^o .d'paighating an- , 
fivioin iti ihis ,c(tso% i/h& 'Of H%b 

)£Um ij? Ja?K 10-i J 95 ^» • ' 

iZm of -ms info rm7ion.,f:^^ni then ^ 

todettrmne which offio^ ff tlV^ ^ ^ 

±he captioned matter* .- 

odvtioired matter should , of oqurse, be conducted, m 
, dccoTdance with Section 67<-P- of the Manual of 
Xhstrjiotions * 

The Miami ompejareguestedt^ 

advise the Bureau ofT ~\ 

- Julg IQ^; 1934',; me et ing .dp c oiumbus, Georgia, . 

Bbe - Atlanta ‘ ■ ■ » • .- 

See Memphis^ - 


' ht^ 

ftra . 


iSteS; S&ipfit • - - Ir,~ 

fJichblsJLu^ ^ 

Belmont;.,.?:. ' ** 

S”^ ■ r/ n^o , 

£ 55 '’ 


•'ilTj; .I’! '05 i! 

(\ z bi'»>i‘' 0 fe ip? 4 icr 

fc X 

{jpCPl^r .»w«r 


ALL INFORHATIOir COHTAIMEp 
^REIH IS UWCLASSIFIED! O 
DATE 07-22-2010 BY 60322/UC/LRP/BLJ:/sd 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF IRVESTIGATIOH 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


3fr. Tolso: 

p®r.SfioardttiaiC-. 
f&r, Ni^6; 
air. S ' 
a&r. SscBO. 

Mr. Mohr_ 


FBI ATLAm 7/20/5U 

Traijs^t the following Teletype 


messai 



DIREGTjER (10^-286U$) A IRT S 1 
^^^^p^ODTHERMEHS, IS-X. EBBUIET BATH) 7/13M TO MIAMI. 



Mr* Patson a , 

to. So3e n,_ 

Mr. Tamm_ 


to. Sizoo^ 

Mr. Winterrowd. 
Tde. Boom 


Mr. Hoilomaru«« 
Misa Gsud y^ 


L psi. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


AILAHPA, QA., ATTENDED MEEHIU NATIONAL PATRICK HENRY ORGANIZATION 7/loM, COIPHBUSj 

■qaT” TOTAL'op~ii":^^’l:FAm .mbetino tias for purpose of eecrganization 

of NPHO and REERESENTATI9ES FROM 7miTB CAMFSTAIA8, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR ADVANCEMENT 
OP mCOE PEOEIB AND KU.KLTJX KLAN ATTENDED. THREE POINTS EMPHASIZED, I.B., DPHOIDIKl 
H. S. CONSTITUnOM, FIGHTING CP ACTIVITY AND lEGAL ACTION AGAINST BOARDS 0F EDUCATION 
TO RETAIN SEGREGATION. PSI OF OPINION MRS. JESSIE JENKINS AND NPHO BEI.NG USED BI OTHER 
CRGANIZATIONS AB07B. THERE IS NO INDICATION NPHO WOULD MpJB TOTH 01^ GROOi®, 
ACCORDING TO PSI. MRS. JESSIE JENKINS, FOUNDER AND HEAD W NPHO, DESCRIEED BY PSI 
AS AN ECCENTRIC OLD LADY 7010 IS NOT CAPABLE (F HEBDH© A. LARGE CRGANIZATEON. PSI 
REPORTS AB07E ORGANIZATIONS ARB APPARENTLY AFTER M^. JENKINS» MONEY. .THE PRO-;- 
SOOTHERNERS OIQANIZATION, ACCCRDING TO AB07B PSI, IS NOT ACTETO ANYWHERE IN THE 
STATE 0F GEORGIA.' ATLANTA FILES CONTAIN NO INFORMATION INDICATI3JG PRO-SOUTHBRNEp 
AS AN ORGANKATEON IB ACTI7B WITH HEADqUARESS IN COLUMBUS ® ELSEWHERE 
OF (ffiCRGIAi ADDITIONAL DETAILS CONCERNING INDIVIDUAIS IN ATTENDANCE ABOVE MEETH8G 
7EELL BE SUBMITTm ON RECEIPT OF ABOVE PSI»S WRITTEN REPCRT. 

HAWKINS 


END 

ODMthtr;,..' T^e iSon^ 



1 - MIAMI (105-677) 
1 - MEMPHIS* 

1 - BIRMINGHAM 

■^OJUL28J35'^'' 

Approved: 


jl£COR0tQ-124 


/ 








Sent. 


Ji 


Per. 


<r7 Special .AgenV4n Charge 



64 * 



nc& imf. 


jM- ‘■mRECT(k, -FBi (10^-2861*5). ‘ -ifeOISTERED 


DATE': 




aaoM' 


SUBJECT! 


'^G', ATIANIA. ’(lOS-Sf) 
' gRO-SODIHEmS ■ . 


ALL IHFOHHATIOK COHTAipQ 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIEri ^ . » 

DATE 07^22-2010 BY 60322/UC/LRP/PLJ/sti^ , 


Re ( ^ic>^ air%el .GtO^ 20, ' i951t« „ - 

it' -will be looted Mrsv*. ,of \gp lamb ^5 .Geogg ia^^. 

h^' ■be^.mentiphed in coiulectibn with ncmiffrous ^rgsmST^tib^ 
eluding, those’, referxed itO' ih'ref erenced' .aixtel* | I 'has. 

.adyised-iihh'^.:he4s'weii-^acquaiiited=-7& •tha'^-. — 

.she has; invi'fced’Iiim'-t^ Cplimbus,' Gepr’^a oh.-sey^al occasioM *. 
'i^rfoiTiiaht. sta-bes/ that .He. is -of.^'he .c^- de'teriBdneL 
'thei.acopd of 'activity, the, ;$6iimbu^ -Geor^a- ^'ea'df 'oijgani-zar. 

t^onfi. in. which. Mrs * ^NKINS i&' interested- by taSMSig' t)p 'her .and 
Qther..acduai;ntarices, in. Golximb^ ,GaT. Inform^t- Is/ -niiLin^ -to 
traye^ .to'-ColiMbhs,^ Gki- fQE_iH.s jpurpdse. provided* t^ Jureau , 

•riili aUoTC'h^ the sm .of | [ .'to -co'vgr 'e:^e35ses,.i[ ihfprinut 

;beiieves 'he'" can obtain. the''a^ired"^ ih#:pne-Vor .Hwo- 

•.days*/’-. " 


Colpnbus-, .Gh. TMs,- ;o£ ppurse5 •Ip ’in add ltioh t o -the; Aohev 
presently' bping |>aijqI-to .Ito *ajb- the- rate. of |~ | p„er week«_ ' 

HEK'is^j.-* - ' ' *. ■ ' ... 

1^' ■ _ T ~ - 

-w— 

•REGjgTEto-miii. • : • ' ’ ‘ 








I 




VaLL INFOEHATIOU COHTAIHEI 3 
VHEREIN IS unclassified! \/ 

DATE 07-22-2010 BY 60322/UC/LRP/PLJ/sdtj 


SAC., ,A-t;iani;a (XO^-Sl) 


■^ECORBrf^ SZ . 




August %Zf 195^ 


PROf^SOCSHERHERS 
IIJIBRNAL sBcm.m - X 


Hsurlet dated Augusib .19.^^ 


Based-on_2:fii2c 
granted to pay 


3 


ac(Nh 
up t 



iloii authority is, 
fpr actual, expenses 


- Ihcuryed in ccniieci;xon ttip Uo Columtus^ Georgia 
for the purposi’ of contacting tos* .iResse Jeri&ins. and 
others regarding scope of activity of organizations in 
\^ich JTenklhs is' interested. * - ... 


information obtained lay 


shouidr^ber'. 

-i 


promptly 'rejported lirlder the appropriate case *oapti^n*j^- 


-9 




m 


■HOiE OIT YELLOW: 




'iS 




h2 

b7D 

b7E 


C5f- 


cr> 




3n J^uly? Jerikiha sponsored a 

in.Coiumhus, Georgia j. for t^e purpose '.of cjcganizip^v^ious 
groups having • similar vieVs on, segregation and 'to’ ts blTs.eci 
on -Ku i3,ux iClan principXea- Ttv Is .believed xye should • 


authorize Atlanta_fco_nkzl 
with this trip. 




UP to 


in connection'! 
L.S 3 reliable^ paid informant, v 


? * 
{ 



^ - » ST ward FORM naei 


'"'vffice ^AsiMi'andum •■ united s'^tes government 


to j Director-, m' (105-286it5) 

suBjBCi^l^RO-SOUTHERNEtlS' 

INTERNAL SECNRITT -X < 


DATE; August 1954 

’ 

ALL IHFORHATIOH COHTAIHEl^ 

HEKEIH IS UNCLASSIFIEI^ . - 

DATE 07-22-2010 BY 60322/DC/LRP/PLJ/sd^ 


Reference' is made -to Miami letter to the Bureau dated 
June 29> 1954» ’and to .Bureau letter tq Miami dated July 13 » 
1954 * concerning' the- atioye- entitled matter o 

Confid ential InfO-rman tJ l att.eridedi.a^meet.lng>,oh.,»^ 

July 10, 1954 , at the- County- Courthq\jse "iQ, Columbus, Ohioi 
Hd furnished the f olloMrig- Infbr^atjiqh on July 13, 1954, to 
-SA BENNETT M. -HIR'SH-; :J-acksphville', ?Lqri4at • ' 

Informant stated 'the 'meeting was called to brder at 
10' AM in the County Cbiirthousev^at Cqlumbus-, Oeorgia > in the ' 
Grand Jury room by lSh:*S6 JESSIE/WENJC jN§ ’The "meeting was orig« 
inally plahned for the Courtroom but becaUpe P.ourt was in 
session the meeting was not held there* 

« •< 
Informant- advised that at the start of the meeting 
Mrs* JENKINS -distributed copies consisting- of a two page 
-typewritten document headed* ”?la1jf orm of- -Nationa'l- Batrick 
-Henry Organization, ' Incorporated i .OUt-l-i-ne and Objeotives For * 
Action, Strata^, To -Restore -Christ it ut-i'bnal'-Goverhment and 
Keep* America American*** informant also advised' that -there 
-was' .paSsed out :at -the begirinirig of the meeting -an- ^outline of 
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the program for the day of conference. This program was not ^ 
followed and- according is not being set forth at this point. 

, Informant advised that the following persons were 

'P5.es.ent at the convention- of the Patrick. Henry Organization: 

1« HARRT TOLIAM. PYLE .• 



2o 'W-jT J. s^R-IFj?' JLM-. T-ampa . ^ Florida . ' Memb er of the yi . 
ImnejtialJ3omcjU.^oillthe ^Associa tioji_o£Jbhe. . 
'Flo rida Klans ' ‘ ‘ 

...3o CoJ<^BINKtEI(ph), Flo^ince . ‘ Sout h: .Canollna ( the 

letterhead o.f the‘ F.ro-Sputherheb's Organization*, ^ 

; . lists a- ^ersbh by the name of *J . H->^KRLEYy "S.anth ^ 
Carolina .a. as a. member of the -advisory -board, of 
the :Prd-Southe.rnef s.“) It isi^possible that 
BIcp.EY is the ihdividual who attended and \diom 
'informant understood to- be. C.J, BI^CLEY. 

According.,to.,inf6pmaht.i ;BINKi/^'vSw4s head of the 
White C'amelias pf .Sta'jj'e RigKt| Cltibs of South- Carolina. 

A -0 Mr. SCOT.T, first name not -knpvm, who accompanied 
BINKLEY' and who ,was from a town near Elorence, 
South Carolina; . ‘ 

'5. first name, not. known, -whom informant 

described about 6! in his -early 40* s, slender build, 
sandy hair, cheerful disposition, 155 to’ 160 lbs, 
and in the construction business in South Carolina. ^ 

- - K . _ ■■ ■ . 

Informant described Mti^LSCOTT' as 45 to- 50 year’s of 
age, about 140 -li¥p lbs,.,|;eceding hairline, 

wore glasses and of tallow complexion'; (I 

6. LoAo^AVIS-,. St. Petersbu rg, - Flpri'da, v(|io. did pot 
represent any organization IButappeared individually, 
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7, Dr. .A.O^OHDm^ Baptist Ptaacher', long .active, 
in th ^KRKj. 

3o FKAKCISj^cHALE 

9^ ^?ESLEi;^OULLIEETE:j22^ ; " - 

.xa.jfcs..-Ji:ssiE..JEKKiNS- - , 


U; A !Ira.-^MHE ■-’ .' >’ • 

■ ' *ragt,te«y bS!a%atl>er- ches^^ . > ■;■;;;■'■ 

•medium complexion o. , • .'!■ ....4.. . 

Informant a*tiae|^that . 

o?s4%is: 1^^ 

aarved aa acting cHair^n pf .tie .cpoVention... J- , V 

Orlef •/ ■ V4 

The electxon of ofixoers ... ^ 

* 4-iri fhat all present, were^elected to ,.- 

.emteraBip"i^«l?rdl?el^?s%f 

^"**^”’llOT««id A.o/iSOHW Maa elected ctaipmanr of th.e ,• 

^ ’ *■••*; > i \ _ _'■« ' 
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•Patrick Henrx i^rganizatioh for^ the' coming- year o- Mrso 
JESSIE JENKINS- waa.’re'--eiected secretary and .treasurei* and: 

Mrs o ’ CRANE' wa's. .elect ed to b.e,’ in charge of P.ublic Relgtibns 

and R'es.eatcho . 1 , . ■ 

* ¥ 

A’ cop.rdinatihg 'cbmmit^tee was* thbn. suggested- dnd - 
the group nominated and elected Mr o Lo-A-o -DAVIS of Sto Peters- 
b upg as chairman of this-. committ ee o .. • . ■ ■ • -. -a- 

Mto- D'AyiS tHeii. agppi’hted HARRY WILLIM- PYLE -and 
•BICKLBY(-ph)-to hi-s sp.m^^ ' ' - ' 

' .FRANCIS' McHAL^ ,was appofnt.ed- legal .ady.isbr' -arid , - 

co'unsellor df the--Patri-ck--Henry Organizafipris. - 

The -discussion *thht f oliowed;-indicated- the f^dup ' 
■heeded a s.et of by-laws- hnd;-wheheupo.n- -p*’I5cH anp -SCHUi«ij.K 
were designated to prepar.d-jsuch' ^fter which, they -would. -be 
iubmi-tt'ed’to *he -grbup fbh' necess’ap.y approvalo - . 

JfcJ 

•A discussion c.b.n.cerning the dues :j;‘o jbe- bald' the' 
-Patrick Rehry Organizatio'n -by its members then; fol-lpwe.d'- and 
it was >determined and voted that each mpmber should, .pay the 
-,sura, of.#2'o00. per year o 

Drc SCHULER spoke on the- generul-bopic of the. 
wonderful groups and prga'hi,z.atibns- which he fe.it-, had pome in 09 
existence .for the purp'‘qs.e- 'of 'fighting against segregation » He 
discussed the long period -bf tim'd he' had been a •member of the 
Kixiaux Klan/ indicating that he had been such a member since 
'World ’-War- lo He told the group, that he ’had lost a great many 
^pulpits because of' the*' ‘fact ■that *h6‘ bu,d retained n^s ^Klan 
member: .ship^-' ' . 

■ Informant 'stated that .SCHULER j as a ‘prea.cher'j -spoRe 
at length but.' said '.very iit.tleo Informant, .also -69^ . ,, 

impression, .that .Dr '<, SCHULER knew -very little' about the. Patrip.k 
Henry Organizatioiio 
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ER^NCfS. McHALE, also a' r.egu-lar speaker on the 
phbgram, jJi'scusse'd his persolial efforts in bringing suit 
in :Federa:l Court in which- he opposed-^ the rggulatidns 
idgainst segregation on. mili6.afy‘ reservations. He- a^sp. ■ 
discussed' the Supreme Court decision concerning the 
attendance PJf -Negroe's at I^ubiic Schools > and talked pf’ 
the, fdct that .he had been admitted’ to, pra.ctice before /the 
^ - Supreme Count. df ,.the- . United States in.J^ashingt.on....iP-JL>^^e — - — 

lt'ate<naiso7t^^^ more actions ih' Federal Court 

against, no'n« segregation >on milit.ary reservations' and that 
. he- had .already %led six such suits in the names of other 
persons, hoWhyer., and -he needed additional mone'y to c.aitry 
this work -forward .. 

- " ' , . .Informant advised that 'McHAljE told the group that 

'he had lost -all of the, suits 'which -he had filed. thus far. 

ir^prmant stated that '^So JESSIE JEM 
addressed 'the- .ghp up and spoke for only -about tdti 'minutes''* 

H‘e, .stated, sh.e tqiiched -dh th,e ma.teriai listed in her platform, 
-under thd’ 'Nati'o.nal, >PatrickT Henry .Organisation- and also- '^oK.e: oh 
..'her ppposi-t-i'6ii/.t.o;,th.e. I'^th. and -l|th .Amendment . ' 


Infdrm^t. -aisd'-stated' that .Mrs. JENKINS objected to- 
the UN in very 'strong iangua^ 

WoJ., GRiFFIN- next, addressed the group' and told of 
the. success- of his' Florida Assoc'ia,tlon of Klans in Florida., 
adv-isingVthat he. had organized- ^I '^la-verns- in the St'at.e-J that 
Che- group .had a 12 po'int active pr.b.gram and was making, progress 
.He told of 'a' recent. Sta'te Meeting of the- Association -of Florida 
Klahs .at, Liy.e Oak-^ F,iori4a,. where he' told he ;Kad taken in- a 
number of-' ‘ybung (members 6f Icdliege’ age. 


GRIFFIN told the group that his organization was 
the- orily active '‘Elaii' Group in the -United. St'ate.s at the .present 
t'i,me and added that possibly there were-^ a, lew indi'vidual-i. 
independent .Klavern's in existence. .He s’p.atdd th# Piaih purpose 
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rtf +’he Klan was to fight for "segrfegation and- that his ^lan • , 
cboperate= with Ihe Patrick Henry Organization and with 

-aldi-s-uch groups o 

Informant advised that during, th,e ti^ that 
BIHKLSr spoke-, -h.e told of the strength of the 

of ^iStates Rights Cl-ubs in South_Carolana,_ 

^irofgahTWf^on-|xiste^^^^ with the 

Carolina and that its main purpose to work with the 
Parent-Teachers Associations and school officials to Keep 
-segregat/ioh* in th^e -solciooXso 

• Informant, advised that no 

•cussion took- -place, of the’ platform of the.- - 

•Henrv Oreahizatibn or' its .outline- and obaectives for action* 

“ ' Bp -stated that 'the resolution referred, to therein which 

lupSSlly VaiS bl fissed ,by bha gpoup was. nevar prasantad „ 
and. no such resoljitioh whs- passed* 

Informant stated .the lunch- period was omitted 
the-me-eting^'cont-inued .from, 10AM- until 3 -?M when it was. adjourned. 

informant advised vthat actually* no definite plan^ 

. ‘ wer.e- made or -any action taken at the conyention in any specific 

- V d^ectioh'o 

Informant stated' in a conference with PILE;, 
SCOTT and S&L o£ ISutK Carolina , BMKIK f 
C'amdlia group in So.Uth Carolina which he head|.d was jarely 
a 'fyrmt for the- Klan in -Sbuth Carolina* He said that it- was 

- orSSLd lince TOM HAMILTON pf' t^e :Ku Klux Klan in -his trouble 
there* ■»BiKKLEY -mentioned -that oyer 150. .Klap members had gotten 

■ into trouble, .as a. -re.suit ’of Klan .act iyitLes in that. are^-. 

. Informant .also advised -that -T^bsequently he had a , 
conversation- with V/ILLIAM .J • GRIFFIN at a ottt 

Coltimbus and that at that time- GRIFFIN 
- -HENDRIX} former head jof the Southern* Knights .of e 
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Klan was completely %ashed up” as w as con- 

cerned and that HENDRIX was through. Informant also ‘advised 
that he was told by .FRANCIS McHALE that BILD^ENDRIX Was . /•^/^ 
being sued by certain groups of persons who had advanced him 

money to do certain organ! zatidhal work and that HENDRIX had 

^use d thi s, .mp.ney_,f or--personal— purposes-. 

Informant stated that HENDRIX told him he had an 
active Association of Florida Klan Group in Jacksonville 
and .that McHALE was now in that organization'. " Informant stated 
GRIFFIN gave McHALE his permanent Association of Florida Xian 
Membership Card at that time. 

Informant also advised that before the general conference 
of- the Patrick Henry Organization was closed it was decided to 
raise a legdl fund to assist McHALE in his efforts of at 
least $500.00 and that efforts would be madg .to obtain this 
money from various organiza,tions interested in the purposes 
in which the Patrick Henry Organization was interested. 

Informant stated that the minutes of the conference were 
to. be written up and that all those present would receive 
copies thereof. 
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SAG jf. Atlanta 
Dir actor 9 FBI 


August* '16.,, 


NATIONAL. PATRICK HENRY ORGANIZATION,- INCi. 
.INTERNAL SECURITY - X ^ ■ - _ ■ . 


Re ili^i letter 4ated; August. 3* l95^j captioned 
”ProrSd uthernefs » Internal Sec.urity a- copy .of ^iThich 

^?a^d:(S^ignated^ ydur’-'affice’*.' - ' - 

3ii view of thTe information contained in ^eiet .. 
. you' a1’e‘’.instructed,:t6. rei6pen, your -investigatlorf of - the 
, captioned* organization and .submit a curf -^vestigatlve 
report bringl^ tfiejactivities .of ' this 'organiz^^^ up.' 


'l&nual of Distructions* ’It is de'sifed’that •fchis' report 
reach the Bureau no, later than .60 days* from. -the date . 
■this, cqrimii^cation -is. received :ih' yoiir office* ‘ . 
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SOUTHERH KNIGHTS OP THE KU KLUX KLAN 
crn.x.^ aka. AMERICAN CONF EDERA TE ARMT 
SUBJECT; iNTtoAL SECURTTl'- X 

"^(LQ ^ A/ E- 

Following is a memorandum covering the activities of i 
BILL HENDRIX ju Imperial Emperor of the. Southern Knights of the 
KuKlux Klan, and L. A. DAVIS, State Officer of the org^izatioh, . 
' on 'a' trip covering the period of' J.uly ‘■'2' througK~tTuTy^ , 

in which they contacted leaders of similar- organizations throng- 
out the southeastern states! Adequate copies of this memo are 
being supplied to. the Bureau and interested offices so that a 
copy of this memorandum can* be placed in the files of related 
organizations. 


July 2, 1954j 


On July 16, 1954 j 


A-. DAVIS an 



advised that on Friday, 
NDRIX left Tallahassee^ 


Florida, and traveled by automobile , to Mobile, Alabama, arriving 
in Mobile on the- evening of! July 2, 1954» at which time HENDRIX 
called ALBERT ELMORE, organizer of **The Southerners”, and advised 
ELMORE that he and DAVIS would contact -him on their return trip • 
through Mobile. 

They then proceeded to Natches, Mississippi, where 
they met Mr. and Mrs. FORREST WOLF and JOHN HAMILTON, officials* 
of the National Citizens Protective Association, from Std Louis, 
Missouri. That evening the group discussed pesslb i litie s of 
uniting the forces of the Southern Knights of the KKK with the 
NCPA, but failed to reach an agreement. 

lisi^pRIX explained to the officials of the NCPA that the 
people in the South felt that the ^Yankees” brought about .the 

MMJsazra ^ ^ 
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race problem and that now the ”Yankees” can solve the,ir diffi- 
culties by themselves, and that the South will take care of 
matters in their own way without Interference or advice from 
the North 0 In. response to this, FORREST WOLF, the National 
Chairman of the NCPA, and HAMILTON bragged about their accom- * 
plishments from a standpoint of the grov/th of their organisa- 
tion., 



The-only-deci'sions'-rea-ched— as-a— res ul-t-of - this-con- 

ference was that HENDRIX insisted that he could not get the 
members of the Southern Knights of the KKK to organise units 
of the NCPA in the South, and that all he could do would be to 
continue to furnish the ”V7hite Sentinel”, publication of the 
NCPA, v'ith all memberships that he, HENDRIX, sells to the 
American Confederate Armyo 

For the benefit of offices v/ho may not be familiar 
with the American Confederate Army, this is an organization 
formed by HENDRIX to be used as a front for the Southern Knights 
of the KKK and the purpose of. the instant trip was to contact 
Judge GEORGE Wo ARMSTRONG of Natchez, Mississippi, for financial 
backihg of the American Confederate Army, and' also to contact 
Governor HERMAN TALMADGE of Atlanta, Georgia, to secure his 
cooperation as a public leader of this Armyo 

On the following day, Saturday, July 3, 1934 > the above 
mentioned group proceeded to the farm of Judge GEORGE Wo - 
ARMSTRONG a few miles from Natchez o The group v/as warmly 
received by Mrs© ARMSTRONG, who 'appeared to be personally 
acquainted' with jBILL HENDRIX, and e:diibited considerable 
interest in his work with- the America.n Confederate Armyo .She 
explained to HENDRIX and the others that Judge ARMSTRONG had 
recently suffered from a stroke, and was t.oo ill to receive 
the group,, but that he would be keenly disappointed to lepusi 
that HENDRIX had been there and the Judge was unable to see 
himo HENDRIX discussed in detail with Mrso ARMSTRONG the plans 
for the .American Confederate Army -and received her assurance 
that if she could in any way help,' she would be glad to do s6<> 
Inasmuch as HENDRIX was unable to- see Judge ARMSTRONG, he did 
not make the proposal to Mrso ARMSTRONG concerning financial 
backing of the American Confederate Army© 
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During a subsequent; conversation within- this group not 
in the presence of Mrso ARMSTRONG j' both. WOLF and HAMILTON stat.,ed' 
that Judge ARMSTRONG was the financial backer of McGINLEY and 
his publication j) '^Coambn Sense”© This Infonnation was subse<= 
quently verified by HARRT W© PYLE of Memphis 9 Tennessee, during 
his trip to Columbus, Georgia, on July 9 and 10, 1954<> 

On Sunday, July 1954 » HENticRIX and DAVIS departed 

— ffom-Natc-heZ'j-Missi-ssi-ppi-j-and— ppoceeded-to-.Baton-RoUge-s>-, 

Louisiana, as HENDRIX was under the impression that the State 
legislature was in session during Sunday to hear matters on 
segregation bills, and if so., he, HENDIffX,- would be able to 
Contact some, of the legislators© On arriving at Baton Roug-e, 
it was learned that there was no Sunday session, so HENDRIX and 
DAVIS proceeded to New Orleans-, where ROBERT ANDERSON, of 
Beaumont, Texas, was supposed to meet theaL© 

ROBERT ANDBRSON‘-was identified by 
.who had undertak.en to promote the American 
”The "Vniite Brotherhood” in TeSias© The ”VJhite Brotherhood-” is 
a mythical organization, also known. as the ”bMte Brotherhood 
of' Bethel”, which HENDRIX is accepting membership to, but which, 
according to information available at the present time, has not 
yet been organized© ANDERSON was fui*th«r identified by informant 
as an old Klan organizer and a former organizer for the AF of L« 

ANDERSON failed to keep his appointment on Sunday or 
Monday morning with HENDRIX and DAVXS in New Orleans, and on 
Monday, July 5j l954-, HENDRIX and DAVIS proceeded to Moss Point, 
Mississippi© 

Enroute ..there, they stopped at the Jeffersm Davi^’ 
Memorial, where "HENDRIX explained his idea of the American Con?* 
federate Army to tVra women' attendants, who displayed 'a keen 
interest in' his plans* .He promised to send them Colonels*’ 
commissions in the American Confederate Army, a.nd they in tixrir 
promised to get others to join this organization© Subsequently 
in the trip, while in Atlanta, Georgia, 'HENDRIX mailed these 
commissions to both parties© 

At_ Moss Point, Mississippi, HENDRIX and DA’VIS found 

that FRANK CUNNINGHAM, -who was the -p'^ty they were int.erested 

in contacting, was, at work and they were unable to contact him© 

% 
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Informant Identified .CUNNINGHAM as an electrician employed by 
the International Paper Cpmpany at Moss Pointo DAVIS -and 
'HENDRIX then returned to Mobile.o 

« On Tuesday, July 6, 1954, ALBERT ELMORE, organizer 
of ’*The Southerners”, visited HENDRIX an‘d DAVIS at t'heir hotelo 
EIJ/IORE stated that the W0LF»s and HAMILTON- had contacted him 
on the previous Sunday, but they looked like a pair of ^Jews” 
—to— him— and-t-hat-*he-^d-id‘-not— want— an-yth-i-ng— to-do— ■with— them-o — = -- 

ELMORE advised HENDRIX and DAVIS that . he had been a 
member Of the Klan at Demopolis, Alabama, from 1923 to 193i/> 

He also advised them that he has a membership as of that date 
of . 430 . paid members in ”The Southerners”, aisd that of these 
430 paid members, 100 are ex~Klansmen.» He also stated that his 
organization had d®ip*d with ”The American States Rights 
Association” of Birmingham, Alabama^ and that his contact wilii 
this organization was through a Mro HORTON, who lives -at 2112 
Second or Third Avenue, in Birmingham 0 • 

ELMORE also Stated that the Southerners were going to 
organize in Meridian, Mississippi, within the next 30 dayso 
ELMORE stated, too, that -”Macon, Georgia, was hot” and that 
someone should organize there in the immediate future o He also 
stated that he had received a letter from a Mrs* J* C* BRUINGTON 
of Pvensacola, Florida, and that she was very interested in the 
segregation question at the present time* 

ELMORE explained, that The Southerners were charging 
^2 for membership, but that this fee wad not sufficient to 
carry on the, 'expenses , of the organization, and that- they are 
now approximately $450 in the hole* In this regard, he 
explained that the American States Ri^jbs Association of 
Birmingham have two types of membership, one v;hich carries the 
' privilege- of voting with the membership dues of $25 a year, and 
a hon-vpting membership with dues of only $2‘ a year* 

ELMORE fO-so assured HENDRIX that he would sjiggest to 
all of his members that they join, the American Confederate Away* 
HENDRIX did not stress this with ELMORE 'inasmuch, as he had given 
FRANK CUNNINGHAM of Moss Point , Mississippi , the right to orga«. 
nize a unit of the American Confederate Army in Mobile, Alabama* 
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According to ELMORE, he plans a big .public meeting 
vithin the next few weeks and hopes to secure a. politician as 
speaker. ELMORE e^q^lained that he expected to greatly i-nereksa - 
the membership of his organization from such a meeting. 

After their cqnffrence with ^)IMORB, HENDRIX .and DAVIS 
then returned to Moss Point, Mississippi, v;here they m4t FRANK 

CUNNINGHA M. ' CUNNINGHAM vyas very ejithiislastlc-ab-out^the-forming. 

of the American Confederate Army and had previously sent to HENDRIX 
a check iii the amount of $15 to cover membership fees for the 
first five members that he had recruited. 

Informant identified FRANK CUNNINGHAM also as. a member 
of the Pascagoula Klan, where he held t'he office of Klokard. 
CUNNINGH^, stated to HENDRIX that lie belieyed that* this Klga 
was still operating though .there had been little activity of 
late. CUNNINGHAM stated' that hp was confident that he would be 
able to solicit membef'ship for at least 2, GOO Colonels in the 
American Confederate- Army by September l, and that he vfould be 
able to secure .from this group a "safe" inner group with wrhich 
to form a Klan unit. ' 

*• CUNNINGHAM also explained to HENDRIX that he planned 
to enter an American Confederate Army float in the Labor Day 
‘ Parade at Mobile, Alabama, and it was his intention* to have the 
men on the float dressed in Confederate army uniform ^ and the 
- girls dressed in ante-bellum costumes. After the parade,, he 

plans to use the float in a motorcade from Mobile to New Orleans 
stopping enroute to solicit membership in the American Confederate 
Army-. * . 


It is through this method that CUNNINGHAM intended to 
launch the membership drive in that area for the American 
C.onfederate Army. CUNNINGHAM also requested HENDRIX to- send him. 
a Confederate flag approximately four by five feet. Informant 
statpd that CUNNINGHAM had been commissioned as a Lt. General 
in the American’ Confederate .Army. - 

■ -On July 7, 1954, HENDRIX and DAVIS left Mobile ’‘for 
Atlanta, Georgia, and on arriving in Atlanta, were unable to 
, contact Governor HERMAN TAIMADGB. On the following day, HENDRIX 
learned from the Governor office that TALMADGE* would oe in 
•Griffin, Georgia, making a speech, a:nd -intended to go from ’ 
Griffin to^his farm. 


- 5 



MM 100^113 49' 


Accordingly^ -HENDRIX arid DAVIS proceeded to Griffln-j^ 
Georgia, but, there, too, failed to contact TAIMADGEo ^Vhile in 
Griffin, HENDRIX wanted to meet Ro Lo ADDLETON , one of the orga 
nizers of the National Association for the Advancement and' . ; 
Protection of the Majority of the White Peop.leo HENDRIX and 
DAVIS located ADDLETON at his office and spent approasimately 
three or four hours discussing the old -time Klansmen.o 

r“ADDhETON~indltateid*"thnt~lfe“h~dd'^e'§n'^ers‘onllly 

acquainted with SIMMONS, EVANS, and GREEN, all former Imperial 
Wizards of the former Associated Klans of America, ADDLETON 
also, advised HENDR'IX that he had first joined the Klan in 1924 o 
He stated that in response- to the org^iaation .of the National 
Association for -the Advancement and Protection of the Majority 
of the White People, Inco, he had received mail from all parts 
of the country, which was- sUbst^tissted hy the fact thait there 
was still unopened mail on his- desk bearing postmarks from 
'Chicago, Los Angeles, and New York, and other places 

ADDLETON supplied HENDRIX with a copy of a handbill 
entitled, «T0 THE WHITE PEOPLE OF AMERICA", which was issued 
by the NAAIMWP, Inco, Post Office -Box 327» Griffin, Georgiao 

This read as follows? 

• < 

"On June 9th, 1954 a corporation was formed and chartered 
by the state of Georgia, under the name of THE NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT AND PROTECTION OP -THE 
majority OF THE WHITE PEOPLE, '.INC o • ' ' 

"This .organization was chartered as a non?»profit sharing- 
organization, to render a service tp the white race of 
the Unitqd Stateso The jsole purpose under the ch^ter 
of this organization is, to defend or prosecute any cases 
in any court, which is necessary, to protect and uphold 
any or all civil rights pertaining to’ segregation,' and 
protecting the white race against the aggression of 
such, minority groups as the NAACPo 

"The organization was chartered and dedicated to get. 
the white people of America to unite in one common 
cause against any further aggression by the NAA'CP or 
any other minority group, which are now attempting to 
destroy the white raceo The white people of America 


MM 100«11349 


ttknovf, that the M.AACP has been inspired by Qther racial 


groups, and especially the Conimunist* Party, which hsy® 
arrayed themselves to break down every tradition or the 
white people of America, and to force upon us a Mongolian 
race of people, which of'course, if allowed to continue 
with such aggression against the white race 
us to be pushed back and become .slaves, and servants of 
this great m.o nster the N AACPo 


”We have received thousands of letters, long distance 
telephone calls and telegrams^ from eve^ part of the . 
United States, as a result .of the news xtems published, 
by the newspapers of America which was released to them 
by the Associated Press 'from its branch office in Atlanta 
Georgia, This demonstrates to us beyond a reasonable 
doubt, that the. white- people of America are 
mined to join hands and .put up a fight for our existence 
and for which our fore«*fathers dedicated their lives 
for, fought, bled and died to give the white people of 
-America their 'freedom. 




’•The organization has set the membership fee at .^7?00 
per member, and $7<>00 per year per .member the'pa-fter. 
There are no other assessments or dues against ^hy 
member other than the |7o00 per year. In t;he charter 
granted to our organization it was provided? tnat the 
organization in addition to the membership fee, could 
receive contributions and donations to help car^ on 
the great wbrk of -this organization. Upon reC’^ipt pf 
membership fee, it entitles the person to receive 
a membership card in which. he or she becomes a pa^ 
of the organization in helping us in any way possible 
to* carry oh the work in .getting new members , 


••The present officers of the organization are, Mr, 
William D, Derickson-, President, Mr, Derickson is a 
business man who has been engaged hs a photographer 
and has operated in the states of South Carolina and 
Georgia for the past 22 years, Mr, Derickson now oms 
and operates the largest commercial studio, in Griffin, 


Georgia, 
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”R«Lo Addleton, Secretary-T.reasiirer and General Cpuhsels 
has been engaged in the practice of lav; for the past 
27 years o He served as the representative from Griffin 5 
Spalding Countyj Georgia, in the. General. .»lssembly of 
Georgia', 1947<?194^o Mro Addleton was appointed by 
Honorable Herman E« Talmadge, Governor of Georgia, on 
Noyember IS, 194^j> as Assistant Attorney. General of 
Georgia, and has served_in this capa city for J>h-e._p.as.t — 
-five"and^One“TiaTf“yearso 'nSIro'^Xddleton was the organizer 
and obtained the charter for this organizationo 

"For any reference as to the type and character of 
people vAio formed this organization v;e refer you to- the 
foHov;ingj Honorable Herman Eo Talmadge, Governor of 
Georgia, State Capital, Atlanta, Georgia 5 Honorable 
Marvin Griffin, lieutenant Governor of Georgia, State 
Capital, Atlanta, Georgia? Honorable Eugene Cook, 
Attorney General of Georgia, State Capital, Atlanta, 
Georgieri Honorable Ben Wo Fortson, Jro^ Secretary of 
State, State Capital, Atlanta, Georgia? Honorable 
Chester A» Byars, Ju^e, Superior Court, Griffin 
Judicial Circuit, address, Griffin, Georgia, and Mr© 

Do Ro Cmanlng, President of the State Bank Griff in , 
Georgia© . ^ 

"The aims and purposes of this organization in addition 
to what has been stated, are to refrain from holding 
any prejudice or malice toward any race of people', but 
solely dedicated to the purposes above stated in pro-* 
tecting any civil rights of the white people, and 'to 
stop any further aggres.sion by any minority group , 
whidh wishes' to break down segregation between the 
races and force upon -us their v?ay of thinking and life© 

"Please malce all remittances by checks upon National 
banks, bank' money orders’ or cashier check© 

"THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT AND 
• PROTECTION. OF THE MAJORITI OF THE WHITE PEOPLE, INC© 


"Post office 
"Griffin, 


Box 327 
Georgia" 


0 


o 
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Arriving back in Atlanta, HENDRIX placed a call to the 
Governor's office and made an appointment to see TAIMADGE in 
the GoVernop^s Mansion.. HENDRIX and DAVIS met both the Governor 
and his wife at the Mansion and were received very cordiallyo. 
During the time of that visit , some other people arrived at the 
Governor* s Mansion and Governor TAIMADGE calleii HENDRIX into 
another room where he talked privately with HENDRIX for several 
minutes t, * 


Governor TAIMADGE advised HENDRIX that if he., HENDRIX, 
would ’‘furnish the fodder” that he , TAIMADGE, would "furni^sh the 
fire"» He also advised HENDRIX that CHARIES KIINE, the former 
Executive Secretary of the Association of Georgia Klans, had been 
attempting to secure, a political job through TAIMADGB*s influence, 
but that he, TALM’ADGE, had no intentions* of assisting himo 
According to HENDRIX, it vras TAIMADGE* s opinion that KIINE was 
a "Jew” and mixed up with the B*-nai B’ritho 

■ I ' 

After leaving the Govemor*s Mansion, HENDRIX and DAVTS 
then proceeded to Columbus, Georgia, where HENDRIX then took a 
bus to Tallahassee, Florida, According to informant, DAVIS 
remained at Cpluiab.us, ’Georgia, to attend a meeting . scheduled for 
July 10,' of the, Patrick Henry Association, 

On arriving at the hotel, DAVIS found W, J, GRIFFIN, 

Grand Dragon of the Association of Florida Klhns, in the lobby. 
Shortly after dinner, HARRY PYIE, of Memphis, Tennessee, arrived 
and subsequently G, G, SAWYER, of Florence, South Carolina^ J, H.., 
BICKlEY, Marion, South Carolina j ^nd a man named SCOTT, of 
Mullins, 3outh. Carolina, arrived,' Inasmuch as all of these pai^ies 
were iri Columbus, Georgia, to attend the Patrick Henry Association 
meeting, ttey became engaged in conversation. 

At approximately ten pom® Mrs, JESSIE JENKINS, of 
Columbus, Georgia, also joined the group and stayed for approxi« 
‘mately oiie hour-. The others continued their conversation until 
approximately two a,m. 

During the course of the conversation, W, J, GRIFFIN 
stated that he had the only Klan organization now in Florida, 
and that it was larger than any previous Klan .organisations ever 
formed in the State of Florida, He claimed to have Klavems 
operating in the northern- section of Florida, He also claimed 


^ 
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that a man named DE BRAY (IVAN DE BRAY)* Public. Relations Direc® 
tor of the Chamber or Commerce of the State of Florida* was one 
of his state officers o 

According to informant, GRIFFIN spent a good portion 
of tMe criticizing HENDRIX, whom he claimed he had seen the 
previous night in Tallahassee o This, of course, was obviously 

a falsehood as HENDMX had spent , th e p revidjas-jtxight.JL3i-Jltlantay-^ 

Ge'cfirgiai He also a«sc’used HENDRIX of having deserted his family 
and was now living \dth anoth er woman a t Perry, Georgia.,- Pre** 
vious information supplied by| I also deHnitely indicated 

that this, too, is a. falsehood^ 

GAIFFIN did state during the conversation that hiS had 
appointed Mo Bo SHEIIRILL, present organizer for the Pro Southerners 
in the- State of Florida, as the* Grand Tit^n for ^e Eastern Coast 
territory of Florida for the Association of Florida Klanso 

t > 

During the course of the discussion, D/CTIS suggested 
that the entire group representing various organizations should 
submit at the meeting the following day of the Patrick Henry 
Association a plan to .organize a top committee to be made >up of 
the heads of all organizations that would meet from timS' to’tim« 
and unite their efforts, but to continue all of the separate- 
opganizations as- they now exist * This sugge stion met with ths 
approval of all present, and BICKLEY* of South Carolina, was 
designated to make sjudi a motion at ths raee'ting the following 
day 6 - 


In a private conversation between SAWYER, BICKLET, 
SCOTT i and DAVIS, SA7/YER stated that TOM HAMILTON, former head 
of the Association of Carolina Klans, gave up his position wh®i 
he was sentenced to prison and SAV3YER took over the active 
operation of the Carolina Klans o SAWYER ’stated that the orgau*? 
izat.ion had continued to exist s'ince that time, and now operates 
as the ’♦White Camillia Association of States Rights .Clubs ’’o H® 
stated that some, of the local units still use 'the Klan name,, as 
each individual Klavem selects any name that it wishes o He 
advised that this organization was operating in. approximately 
3.1 6f the 47 counties <?f South Carolina, and -that in the last 
election, they carried all but one of their- political candidates 
into office.^, 


I 


o 
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During the conversationj SAWYER Icfeutified G* L<> 
Ivey*s Tavern, Florence, South Cai^olina, as President of the 
Florence Unit, and TOMMIE MILLER of Miller and Arthur Insuranige 
Agents, Florence, South Carolina, as the Vice President® He 
also stilted that his organization had join.ed with the NAAWP of 
Washington, DoG® He stated that this outfit charges f2 for 
individual membership and $1 each for group ,members« 


: — On“the~f<yl’lWrxhg day7~3uly HO*, i954» a.m.eeting was 

held of the Patrick Henry Association in the -Grand Jury Room 
of the' Court House at Columbus, Georgia, convening at ten aoiffo 
and lasting until approximately two p®mo The 'meeting was 
opened by 'Mrs® JESSIE JEHKJNS, after HARRY PYlfe of Memphis, 
TShnessee, too'k over the chair as Chairman® Mrs® JENKINS stressed- 
that all of the organisations represented at this meeting 
work- more effectively under the Patrick Henry charters and urged 
that each organisation should be chartered by the Patrick Henry 
Association® 

Mr® BICKLEY, in accordance with the previous arrange* 
ment, then stated that all of the organizations wiere progressing 
satisfactorily and he was sure would not consider making any 
such change® He then proposed the. sotting- up of a top committe® 
composed of the heads of each of the orgaai^tions which would 
.meet from time, to time to coordinate the work of the various out'<=» 
fits® After this matter w%s discussed, a motion was made that 
such a committee be formed® This motion was passed- and L® A*® 

DAVIS i-?as .elected Chairman® He. then appointed W® J® GRIFFIN of' 
Tampa, J® ft®. BICKLEY of Marion,, South Carolina, and HARRY PYLE 
of Memphis, Tennessee,-, as committeem<mi ® 

. Informant stated that a ‘new Boau'd of -Directors for the 
Patrick Henry Association was named and elected® Informant, 
stated that among those present at .this meeting were IG*s® JESSIE 
JENKINS, Mrs-® NELDA CAIN,’ both of Columbus, -Georgia | HARRY WILLIAM 
PYLE.> Memphis, Tennessee | FRANCIS MC HALE, and WESLEY H® COULLIETTB 
of Jacksonville., Fieri da| VG:LLIAM- J® GRIFFIN, Tampa, Florida| 

L® .A® DAVIS, St® Petersburg,. Florida? 6® G® SAWYER, Florence-, 

South Carolina I J® H-.® BICKLEY, and (First Name Unknown) SCOTT., 

South Carolina® 

1 

On July 26, 1954, informant made ayailable to the Miami 
Office a copy of the minutes of instant .meeting, which set forth 
the elected officers ass 
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National President, 


SHULER' 


National Viee-President, HARRY WILLIBI PYLE 

National Seoret^ 7 «*T.reasurerj Mrso JESSIE JENKINS. • 

, National Directors > 

LUGILLE So MILL*ER 
MANUEL MILLER 
ALTON' THATCHER- 

FRANCIS Mo HC HALE - 

^ ^ “J— H— BICKLEY ^ 

Mo Bo SHERRILL- 
PETER XAVIER 
VrELLIAM J 0 GRIFFIN 
■ Dro To. Ro MONTGOMERY v 

Lo Ao DAVIS ' ' ' 

Wo Ho COULLIETTE’ 

Mrso NELDA CAIN- 

Informant also made available a copy of tHe platfonsi 
of the National Patrick Henry Organisation, Inco , vfhich purported 
•to be an outline and objectives for action strategy o It was 
captioned, -“TO RESTORE c 6NSTITUTI0NAL GO-^ERNMENT AND KEEP AMERICA 
AMERICAN”* This platform rea,ds as fol’l^ows? 

”V/hereas, the inalienable rights of our Declaration 
of Independence are being tramped under foot and our 
Constitution <=» the wise and tini'© tested .formula .for 
Our REPRESENTATIVE Republican Government with ' it s^ checks 
and balances I Its safeguards of individual liberty <=*. has 

become a doorway for unscrupulous , avaricious men-J 

% 

. ”Whe'reas, the Constitution provides for punishment 
of those who violate it, or who prove disloyal, and 
the declaration provides the remedy when men show more 
love for their ^.jobs* than for their country, in the ' 
following clear and unmistakable languages. - ^That 
whenever any form of Govejrnment (or administration?) 
becomes destructive of these rights, it is the right 
of -the people to alter or abolish it|’ ■ 

’’Whereas’, thru a series of Marxist inspired legis« 
latdve sets, beginning with the 14th and 15th alnend-- 
ments of the tragic sixties, resulting from a ’foreign’- 
instigated Civil 'War,, and an abortive Congr'ess of 
bribed prostitutes, -under .the direction of usurper, 

Thad Stevens I- ‘ • 


0 
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**Whereasj orily 55 years later j an.d only a few 
years after the second influx of ’Eussianite.’ .revolu- 
tion-ist in paralleling the influx of ^refu'gees’ 

purportedly fleeing Karl*Marx^ revolution in Germany, 
aXlegedlyj the same Minister forces ranined thru 
Gongress over bitter protest the greatest Swindle ever 
perpetrated against a free action «» The Rothschild- 

, Warburg Federal Reserve Act of 1913 »_by_which th^- tMS' 

^ntiiimng-w6rld~’'c'omunl’st'^“edlS'p1Erac obtMne'd control. 

of our money system— hence oi»r Gov’t 5 

"VJhereas, this was implemented in 1916 by the 
unconstitutional, Marxist* l6th amendment - the- graduated 
I income tax to fleece our people of their earnings for • 1 

what we now know as schemes for communizing the whole 
v7orld 5 

’*Vftiereass this was followed by the further uncon« 
stitutiohal ifth amendment , making' Senatorial aspirants 
subject to bribery in the general elections, the same 
. as" Presidentisd, cAhdidates - hand picked - can be i 

seated against the wishes of the- people in violations 
of the provision foi*- e^ppointments by state legislatures 5 

’*I‘/hereap4 the' Wagner Act, the institution of the 
\ so*rcalled JBi-p^tisan’ (One party) ’foreign’ policy,' 

^ which is in fact a totalitarian trend, and other schemes 

and devices’ fdr circumventing that sacsed document - the 
Supreme I<aw of our land, PROVES. BBTOND DOUBT that law- 
less racketeers control our goverhmekt,- and it becomes 
pur sacred dut^r to oust the offenders 5 

“Therefore j be it resolved, that by the Board of 
Directors of the Nat ’1 Patrick Henry 0rg’n<. Inco, in 
r? conference assembled, ^t Museegee Court House, this the 

, 10th day of July j ' 1954 i 

“That this and all affiliated organizations and 
- groups, wage an intensive campaign from the local to 

the state levels, to abdlish all four iniquitous amend®. > 
ments, procured thru political chicanery ^d fraud # at 
/- the instigation of ^foreigners ’ we must now- reorganize 
as 'ENEMIES for self-defense i 


\ 
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"That these seif sanfe enemies, having infiltrated 
all our educational Institutions, including religious, 
to poison the minds of our people for subversive pur- 
poses | also, all civic groups, radio arid television to- 
spread their subversive propaganda, have forfeited 
their privilege of living among us, as a peace loving', 
Christian nation, desirous of maintaining a proper 
atmo s phere for- the develo p ment of our c hildneni — 

3.0 "That since our Anerican- way and traditions seem 
so obnoxious to those paganistic old world ’liberals^, 

■we solemnly declare that as has been forced on other 
governments in the past, that they be reorganized as 
ENEMIES constantly warring against us and drafting us 
into ^foreign’ wars,, our only hope for' survival and 
peace requires that we EXPEL them to Mad a gas ear where 
they can build the* kind of ^ culture^' they want for them«a 
selves I 

4* ’'That v/e bring sufficient pressure 'to this end upon 
our Representatives who have taken an -oath to uphold 
the constitution, aod demand the resignation of all who 
show opposition to our offers to SAVE OUR. HOME LMD| to 
RESCUE otir feoney sys,tem| to STOP this impending Asian 
war, and END" this, foreign instigated wars that official 
Washington ILLEQAIIjT draft our sons to fight and approo 
■priate our morisy.bp finance « 

?,'’That WB oppose with all our right UN, "NATO, arid 
UMT for such ^r poses .and demand the return of our troops 
from forpi^^^^qil, to defend our own land, now swarming 
with an estim^^ed '^..million illegal entrants, with nobody 
knows how m&ay" revolutionists, while we ,have less than 
1 full division on our o^vn soil'* * which obviously is 
Planned TREASOfi-f- •"* / 

6,* "That we demand severance oi*.dip.lomatic relations 
wittj .Russia, whose masters aspire to World government 
thru their UN and who now control half the .-world, with 
their bloody hands at our threats, which makes it 
encumbent upon us to drive UN from American soil, with 
all i'ts treasonable agencies and coihmitments| 


I 
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7,«That vre likevdse repudiate NAT.O, another » communist^ 
been dog gling schemes wherein traiteroiis persons colla® 
berating with Communists, build up their power whi-le 
expressing other peace loving people, and likewise wiph 
all its secrets treasonable treaties, commitments j by 
disloyal men 5 

__d^*_Th^ we demand an end to labor undonisra except 

on a rbcaI~Tevel ?br"'pefs6hal xmprov'eTnbntr"and~clvi '9 

.betterment, disallowing pressure tae ties which amount.- 
to duress! 

9* ’‘Repudiate both the Bolshevik controlled political 
parties! let ^'Republicans* be :^oud to Join the Con- 
stitution Party, and ’Democrats* should do their- children 
the honor of .joining the Liberty Party - td perpetuate 
the Liberty*' for which our fathers pled^d their lives 
their fortunlis” their sacred honor? 

. lOo^Last but ’rabst important! Clean put all .our JIduca® 
tional Institutions to try to undo pome of the mischief 
of the past half century to restore the old time 
, religion of pur fathers to bur pulpits, and the prin-. 
ciples which have ours the greatest nation on earth - 
our ddty to posterity o 

**Xbur commests and suggestions are solicited o’* 
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SUBJECT:- pro-southerners 

'INTERNAL SECURITI - X 
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Rfi^et Aii gust 12, 195U. authorizing payinen^.- of | 1 

for expensGS incurred in connection "with a' t: 


I to 

oripto 

CoSSbusT* GeorgiLfor the pui^ose of contacting Mrs* JESSE 
JENKINS- and others regarding *scope of ao- bi^ty pf 

zations in which JENKINS is interested,* ^ [fwnished— 

4ihe-foHoi»ing-report7''s^sr'be3^g preparea on une .nxstojy of 
the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Association of Georgia .Klans, 


"TRIP TO OOLTMBUSi. GA. ON' AUGUST 2k, 195U* 

"Arrived .in Columbus at. approx, 10 a;m; #id- vexA direct^-te 
•the ^pti'st .Tabehiaole on l?th St. to see i'arsoh Jagl^rSlmston. 
Parson Ja^, -was- sleeping hut his assistant Mr; Slade (an old 
KKK organizer) spoke’ with. me*. He .sta-fced -that the..KKK in- 
Columbus under EVed -New had disb^ded for the ttoe being and- 
he doubted if they would- become,:, active again immediately,*- 
ife mentioned a Mrs. Aienbaugh,i(Elenbaugh') of Macomidio.had * 
several meetings wijh Parson Uack and -that, she was the oi>* 
gardlzer of thg)i^B(Je.’‘cifcle-- League in. Georg ia.; He- also told 
me Parson Ja^'was assibing her;, Ife knew hotMng- of -the 
Pro-Southeni or cMelia^ groups#^ Was one iJiiae sjhnpntheliic’ 
to l&;si Jesse Jenkin’s Patrick- Henry group, but that they 
were inactive*. Be said he did inot believe 'that the white 
circle group had ^0 members in Georgia* He then spoke -on 
Bill ifendrix and Tom Hamilton and said -they were invited • 
by Mrs, Jeikins to speak when- 'they did, in. 19^2 .in the 
tabernacle, and -that this .caused'.a. definite breach bet-ween 
her and Parson Jack, Offered to as'sist me in getting the 
RRK go.ing again .in Columbus*. 


b2 

b7D 

b7E 



"Parson jack then showed upy, and at first, seoned very aloof 
to -see me, but soon started telling about all he could,do. 
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to help drgafiiza again in Columbus. He denied membership in’ 
the white circlg/league, but did say he had correspondence 
with Mr^Ed,^3aenbaugh, Did- not have.ar^ .letters to show. 

He stai^that the pro-southern group had been headed by one 
Re^Sl^owder (Former officer in Colimbus KKK)> but that Crowder 
had^ gone bankrupt, left his -wife smd family, arid has also left 
Columbus, -vMch I found to be true when I checked- at the 
garage he used to run, %en sCrowder left so did the Pro- 
Southern group, which had been made up of former Klansmen,^ 

The, different National associations and preservation, groups 
have written but that has been the limit of their a ctivity, — 
^H 5 v-stated“tha-fc^ecen-fc"crbss-dTirriing must, have been a • 
neighbor or a former member of their Klan group. I asked 
.for, a membership- list; of the Columbus unit ,6f-tl^ KKK, and 
He s^d that He v/6uld have to ge-fc it -from Fre^J^Jew who has 
been very ill and stays all the time at his home in 
Hamilton, Georgia, 

"Went then to 2ijl7 Hsaniiton Rd, to .see Mrs, Jesse Jenkins*. 

,-Mrs. Jenkins is a woman of about 60 and -weighs aroimd .80 
pounds due -feo a collapse suffered last March; She said 
her Patrick Henry group are waiting on her to’ get -well and 
that she did not belie-ve she ever would be .able to do any 
•more- -vTTiting or speech making. She also mienti‘pned..the 
.■White. Circle group and' Mrs. Aienbaugh of Mac.pn, '^d told me 
Parson Jack Had asked her to ;join that group, bub she 
detests Mrs. Aienbaugh ,and Joe Beauharr^as of Chicagd, 

She .also said she did' not believe they had".50 umbers in 
all Georgia. The Camelia -^oup 7<as an auxiliary of the 
Patrick Henry group and amounted to only women for re'a^ings 
of current events. 'The pro-southern ^oup that she toew 
disbanded in 1950 -ivhen 'the Patrick Henry group- took over* 

II The .Patrick Henry group is not doing anything -and she would, 
Unot .disclose membership but from all appearances I 
'‘personally tMnk .she is. the only .member. She spoke .highly 
^ .'of Tom iWilton- and the way he was wronged in South -Carolina, 
and hopes "to have enough strength some day to -vindicate him. 
-Ve^ little regard ^or Hendrix because of last appe^ance 
their and- effort to organize his . own klan from her members, _ 

It was her members present when ilandlton and 'Hendrix ^oke in 
Columbus in 1952.- %is group has little or no finances and 
Mrs, Jenkins was ti^ng to" rent ropms ?/hile I v/as' there*. 

She offered” her services in^ helping to organize Columbus 
again. She has not heard from any of the Preservation or 
advancement groups, but continues to .get, mail from Maraomr^en 
of Salt lake, ‘ , .(Marilyn) 


1 


0 


“After nsy conversations with these, three people I do not 
•helieve- there is a camelia group, but that the wtote circle 
is attempting to orgaidze in the state* The Klah is> 
disbanded there, -and "the pro-southern group is dead, liie 
National Protective- arid Breservation groups are Imown but 
not active. The Patrick Henry group is Mrs. Jenkins. 

The white circle in Cplumbus is Parson’ Jack even though ha 
denies it, and Mrs, Alenbaugh is the organizer living • 
in Macon, * . . ' . . 


There is no group having, any ,acti’v;e meetings, and most 
business is handled’ thrbugh, the mail,”- 
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SUBJECT: 
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'RO-SOUTHERNERS 
INTERNAL SEOURITT - X 


ALL IHFORIIATIOH COHTAIHEq 

HEREIU IS UHCLASSIFIEEI 

DATE 07-22-2010 BY 60322/UC/LRP/PLJ/3(^ 


Re Miami letter to the Director June 29, 1954, and 
Bulet to Miami July 13, 1954* 


Referenced Mami letter requested the Bureau to 

yLde s ignat e-an-Of fi-c e-of-Or ig-in— f or-=“th e-abo ve-capbioned-^n= 

J vestigation. Referenced Bulet 'deferred naming an Office of 
Origin pending the outcome of a meeting of the PATRICK HENRY 
ORGANIZATION held in Columbus, Georgia, July 10, 1954- Reports 
of this meeting were forwarded to •the Bureau by Miami letter 
dated August 3, 1954, captioned "PRO-SOUTHERNERS, IS-X", and 
by Miami letter dated August 24, 1954,' captioned' "SOUTHERN 
KNIGHTS OP THE KU KLUX KLAN, aka, AMERICAN CONFEDERATE AH-d, 
IS-X«, (Bufile 100-7^01) . 



I » 
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A-tithe meeting of July 10, 1954, in Colxambus, Geor gia, 
Mrs* JBSSIE^NKINS urged -that all organizations represented ' 
at the meeting should be chartered by the PATRICK HENRY 
ASSOCIATION so they could work more effectively. ' However, the 
representatives from the various organizations' decided to 
continue their organizations as they now exist, but to appoint 
a committee of the heads of each organization “idiich would meet 
from time to time to coordinate the work of the various outfits. 


It should be noted that prior to this meeting the 
PRO-SOUTHERNERS had already accepted a charter, from the PATRICK 
HENRY ASSOCIATION. There has been no information received by 
the Miami Office that would indicate that the PATRICK HENRY 
ASSOCIATION has any control oyer the PRO-SOUTHERNERS, other 
than having issued this charter. This organization was formed 
by’M. B^toHERRILL of Port Pierce, Florida . „.and- -from the in- / « 
formation available appears to operate solely for the purpos^ 
of distributing literature and to raise funds for this purpose^ 
by membership fees and contributions. 


UACB within the next three weeks, a report will be 
prepared on this organization designating the Miami Office as 
Origin. " 
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1 ^, 195^ 


TO - : DliiECTOB, EBI 

FRoSi ^vSAC^ E®AS (i 0 Q- 0 -T§ 232 a) 

. SUBjBCT:<^RO-S0tJa?HERNER$ . , • . 

HARRY VnilrlAJf^YillS, Hoard pHalrman; -r^i 
A M. B., SHERRIItU, Secretary-M^^ger 

\ III^ERNAI, SECURITY - X ' ' 


On November 18, 195^> Mr. CAip:, HANSS.ON, Chief of- Bolice^ 

- Dallas, inadQ ,a'<'"ai-lal>le photostaljio copies of-' correspbhdehce. 

/ dated pctohar- 2S t 19*54 . tfostmarked -Memphi-s,, Tennesse©:, addressed 

. . . l.-Palia^., . Te;sa^, .■bearing ' ' 

’fche return address of "The Folitical Reported, -3601 S. -Iloyd 
Circle, -Memphis, 'Tenn." over the signatute of HARRY "V/ILEf AM' ' 
£YE B; and two letters dated- Novemb er io, addressed to 

■^•L — ■ . =5 — 3^ — — T It Dallas,, 'Texas, da’bed 

f bearing' th.e ret^irn address of P. 0. 

' * / Dox 1^1, over the signature- ofM. B^j^-MerrilB- ■ 


-These letters, were directed- actually to.' hoys 6f^ high- school 
' ' ’ , De^llas afidj in efi’ect, encouraged the addressees • 

. 5? stimulate the: organization of the Knights of* the- Kuklos 

< Klan,. a. white supremacy group. ' . 

Apparently au ad had been placed in the 3^. ¥orth Star 
Telegram on Sunday, Jxjne 27,-195^* as follows-^ Wlftiite people 
of America'-. If .you, -he.lie've iri and want to- iceep white ’ ' 
supremacy, segregation and our .American -way, of' life.' -vrrite 
; Pro-Southerners, P. 0. ^x. IO 71 , It. Piercd. PldridL'* ' 

Apparently, in response, to this ad, I fan^jp^ 

. " I . loQramunicatdd.jgiai SimHm,, -. and^ the '' ^ ' enc uuer 

. ^si'hi made, availahte to the lyg-and Office, for' 

' Purposes, were in response to their i nouiries . 

^hie|*.WSSpN advised that -the father of I 1 

opened the incWhS letters of November' io, 195^., addressed 
without his son*.s icnowledge ..as he became alarmed 

incoming communications 

and was most anxious to learn of their- content., ' 

P^lias indices reflect no previous infoimiatidfi conaerh.1. 

, . ing Pro-Southerners, HARRY WILKCAM ^Y?E or M. B. SHERRilL. 

Apparen bl y l landP ^ [attend the I 

\ gcc - Memphis (info) ' '' - 
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PRO-SOUTHERNERS 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


t 9 

The Pro-Southerners was organized in. 5/54 by Mo Bo SHERRIIi 
-t0“TeplaceH/herlf/hdte-*Si-rcieH[;ieague“0f-4mericE'riii— Florida*;— ^Itr 
was subsequently chartered by the Nation^' Patrick Heniy 
Organization, Inc'.., as a unit pf. tbdt brganization. “ The 
Pro -Southerners advocate ’ maintenance of the segregated v;ay 
of life in .the. South, for the repeal of -the l6th .Amendment, 
to outlaw the NAACP and the Anti-Deformation League. It is 
opposed to Northern interference in the racial questions in 
the South and contends, that the race, issue is a .part of the 
Communist conspiracy to take over the South. M. E. SHERRILL, 
the Secretary add 'Manager, and for ail .intents and purposes, 
the head of the- Pf.o-S.6utherners, wa§ 'appointed Grand lit^ 
of .the •‘Association pf ,-?.lprida Klans ,.ih.' 7/54 by vnLLIAM J. ’i- 
GRIFFIN, .Grand Dragon sand founder of “fhis organization. 

Since that time.^SHEMILL -.hEs -been using the Pro— South-erners 
as a paper organization for the' purpose of distributing 
white supremacy and .Anti- Jewish propaganda .• The Pro- 
Southerners is also, being used as . a -front organization for 
the- Ass.ociation bf * Florida Klans .and As an org^ization ‘ 
from which trusted, .msnbers can be selected for full Klan 
membership.. ‘ * ' ' - ' — ‘ 
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DETAILS 


' This inv^tigation is predicated: upon information 
•supplied’ by Miami ihffima^nt T-1, of \knovna reliabilityj to’ 
the effect that Mi. B^vSeEREILL of Ft» Bierce i, jglorida« . was 
forming an ^rgsmizati'oh known as '^^^afo-'So'tfth'Snfers to 
■'repiac'e~lrhe«wMt'e'^Ci1rciL'e~Eeague~of^Ameri'’c^^ — 


should be nSfeed' that 'the ^ite Circle League of America was 
chartered in the State’ of Illinois- pn ‘November 9 9 19^9 ’y for 
the .purpose of 'education as to customsj -civic and social 
standards / and dliaritabie purposes -among its members 9 the 
mainteh^ce, of schools thereof, and the dissemination of . 
information' and litei^ature appertaining thereto ^d to safe- 
^ard the property of its, members., and tax research thereini 
,\/The .White. .Circle League of America was formed by JOSEPH 

was' found guilty of curculating literatiire 
\tending. to defame a race in- Chicago .Municipal Court, in; 

^ 195Pi.’ The- state charter of the -White Circ.-Ie. league of 
,\^y^Americ'a was re.voked on' June 29 , 1950 , on grounds that the 
\ literature .of the* League- Vas- ’’highly inflammable; and wotiLd 
cause conflict among the rd.cesi’* 


ORGANIZATION 


.On. May -1.7, 1954 - 9 , of knovm reliability, 
advised' that Mv'.Bi SHBER-HI* was no- longer distrxhit;ing • 
literature issued by the*-White .Circle League of America, 
as he was' \mable to get along with the National Organi-- 
'zation. , of -the- IVhite -Circle Leagueo Infoman,t said that 
SHERRIli- had' .started to organize an organization of his 
ovn\. to be "known as- .the' Pro*Southerhers-o -SHERRILL stated 
that he would: l^e to. organize and re.Cruit membership for 
this 'new- organization throui^out the southeastern states 
^d form the .membership into individual chapters under the 
name of the Pro-Southerners* 

’ Informant advised that -SHBRRIEL had .stated .that* 
when he-, SHERRlUi, was. -17' years old and a native’ of Texas, 
he had joined the' Yigiiante's, but that -when; the .Ku-.Klux 
Klan -was fp^ed "in Texas., the Texas. Vigilantes were 
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transferred en. mass.e'- to the Ku Klux Klan« Infomant 
advised that..5HERRIIIi explained that it vr^ his plan to 
re-form the. Klah in Florida under the new nans of the 
Pro-Southerners and to dispense with public meetings 
and public parades o 

I i 

T-1 also advised, that from c onversa tion w ith _ 

SHERRIl£j he gained the impression tMt the cb-partner of 

•SHERRIlii iEuxthis venture, was a man identified as ,HARRY - 
" “ • ■ . 


, of' Memphis, lehnessee a that he was.i 


in close, contact with IfflLLIM^ES^BSFIK of Tampa,-, Florida i 
who. organized the Association o;^ Florida Klans during, the " 
summer of 1953.0 Inforniaht also advised- that SHERRILL' had 
indicated, ibha't. he had been in contact with sheriffs, 
deputy sheriffs, police- officers, and hi^way patrolmen 
throu^put the State of Florida that were interested- in. 
forming such, ^ org^ization® ihfoimstot stated that 
SHERRILL had' also-' aifvised that, tie re would-be no robes 
or'mas.ks .in this organization, bi£ •that, the menbership 
would r^ain secrete' 

,0n .Jime- 17, 1954» Miami inf.ounant T«f2, of 
known -f eliability, advised that on a recent vis.it with 
Mo Bo SHERRHliy -Ft o Pierce, Florida, he learned that 
SHERRIIL had decided- to break connections from the White 
Circle League -bf America- and stairt a soutlem organiza- 
tion to be. known as the Prb-Southerherso' Informant 
advised that, as .of June, 1954,- SHERRILL was ”;just in 
the midst** of .getting the first mailing of propaganda 
on this, organization in the- -.mails..o -SHERRILL cla.imed to 
be in contact \^th numerous people' throu^out the' United 
States that were interested in similar objectives, and 
said that the people all over the. South \?anb a soubherfi 
organization to maintain segregation in the Sputh.. 

\ 

V ^ .SHERRIlii exhibited to inf om ant a letter from 
J* EctEISMRD^ 417 Medical Arts Building, Shre-veport, 

_ Lbuisi-ma'. who .was described by informant -as apparently 
an old' friend of .'SHERRIIiL’s and a Klan member, vrho 
encouraged SHERRILL in -his efforts and assured him he 
Wbuld line up a good friend .of his to take on the/.organit 
zation work, around Shreveport,, Louisiariao 


I 
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Informant advised that it was SHEERIII,.»s plan to 
talk soft now and build up strength to act hard later i” 

He advised that it was also SHERRin,»s plan at the present 
tune to admit anyone to membership to this organization-; 
but not to tell them any of its secrets « According to 
informant, he would later screen the membership and pick 

_5Hfe_-§S_’!hon,e_sJfc, _tp_ J3pjiILgiloup_o£ .memb ers-who_could_b e- 

.depended “upon to ’*run all the niggers and Jews out of the — 
-Southo.”- Informant said .it was his plan to' accomplish 
this by refusing jobs to the ’’niggers « and to stop trading 
with the ’’Jews”* 

-According to informant, the financial -venture 
of attempting to form the White Circle League of America 
in the South had been a failure and 'SHERRILL had not. 
received sufficient money to cover his expenses, but 
peliev.es that the Pro-Southerners organization will bring 
in the- money i ' ' ' - & 


IIo CHARTER- OF THE PRQ<»SQUTHET?Wl«n?.q 


^ On June 7, 1954.» T«l: advisedLihatr i* SHERRILL 
had_ received a letter from Mrs,. JESSmjSiNS, 101 Albian 
nriye., Columbus., .v Seorgia -,. who is the Sebretary of the 
National Patrick Henry Organization, Inc®, in which she 
had agreed to send 'SHERRILL a chaiijer issued by the 
National Patrick Henry Organization, under which he could 
operate his new organization, known as the i^o»»S6utherners* 

4 . .u ^ ^954, T-1 advised that SHERRILL had 

stated that he had received his new ch^ter from the 
National Patrick Henry Organization and that now he had 
a po'Jjitical action organization o He stated that the 
ch^ter now -gave them all of their many parts of the 
organization in one workable piece, and that, ”we” can now 
go ohtto complete victory for the white people » 

Oh, the same date informant advised that SHERRILL 
I^ad refused to exhibit this charter to an 3 ^one as he did 
■not believe that it ^ould be used to convince prospective 
njembers that thdy should join such an prganizationo 

^ » 
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On Jiine 22, 1954 > informant advised that HARRY 
WILLIAM PILE, previously referred to as a co-partner of 
SHERRILL in the formation of the Pro-Southerners > had 
stated that . the . Patrick Henry Organization tradldssaaiieaa 
.charter to SHERRILL and the Pro-Southerners o PYLE 
explained that the Patrick .Henry Organization had no 

-pri-nted-ch^ters-pr^ohaj^er-forms-so'-a^special— typed 

copy was made up and signed by Mrso. JESSIE JENKINS, 
.Secretary of the organization, and by him, PYLEj as 
Acting President.o Inasmuch as at that tiine the Patrick 
Henry Organization had no- President j >PYLE stated that 
he, as Vice-President, had been acting as President and 
would continue to do so until the. July 10 convert ion of 
the Patrick Henry Organization, vrhen officers would be' 
elected© 


PYLE stated that this charter that .was issued 
to SHERRILL and the Pro-Southerners gives him full 
aiAihority to act, ^ ^ special unit, of the Patri^lc Henry 
Organization ^d that it covers, the entire' nation as his 
to organize under the name of the Pro-South eraers© PYLE 
stated that this was done by the Patrick Henry Organization 
as that organization had thd highest respect for SHEi^III». 
and his ability to organize, and above all,- his loyalty 
and willingness to cooperate with, real patriots © PYLE 
further assured informant that SHERRILL and all thcs e who 
Join in with the Patrick Henry^'& would get the closest 
cooperation from all of the officers from that, organiza- 
tion and that it was understood that those who woizLd 
t^e their places would .respect this charter to -the 
limit,© - . 


in© OBJECTIVES AND AIMS QF THE PRO-SOUTHERNERS 


On May 17., 1954, f-1 advised that M© B©- SHERRm,, 
the Se.cret^y-Manager of the Pro-Southerners., was distri- ' 
bubing mimeographed copies of an open letter to the people 
in the South© This letter stated that the white people 
of the South must be either for or against segregation., 
that no one could ”sit on- the fence, ^ and that those for 
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it iriu^ organize make their ^d.11 recognized i She letter- 
pointed outi that if was only by' doing this lih.at they -’coul'd- 
a-yiert a raciail. disturbance o' ' • ' 

, ; The letter stated-- t.hat only' by organizing cotxld 

theyjhppe to sur-vive© Thei letter -urged that they organize 
. jmiCe^tJie. *Pro^Snuthernersi-and«.seewthat-only—true---southernv — 
men ^e elected, to public off ice.j to school bpards.,' to 

and to -United 'States. Congress.-© The 'letter 
urged that, -they «.put a stop to' ?iine' black-robed men who 
^e our ser-vantSj hojlj.our lawmakers,, making laws that 
force racial. mixir?g' against our 'will© V'" ' ' 

. - Another m.imeographed. letter under the„ .same 

caption, «Dear. Fellow Sou^erners pointed- dub t.hat th.e. 

South erv does not f or ce-, it s'- segregation, .ideas i>h .the- 

.^d -that the Nor-bh' should respect, the r.i^ts 
Ox the South to cotitrol their .6-wn racial Questions© Thfe 
•letter alleged -that in the South, both races had.'rautml 
-respect .for the bther -until **the-' Democratic -Party -was 
captured by the Comipnist.|j i-adicais j and liberals all 
of the- North©” It. furtheii alle.ged this- was ST^IN.?s .plan 
to cre..ate -a re.yoldtipn in .the SoUth and create ,a .black 
democracy© Thp le-tter further .pointed put that tbe -'only 
hope p_f -t.he- South -was by Organizing underr "the southern 
leadership and demanding- that the. South' be left alone- to 
solve their own problems© ' ' ' , 

■' V -a-ls.o ^vised that. SHERRIIX. was- distri- 

« J ti§ 5 sheet, captioned, «The pro-Southemers 

^d. ^.at. They Stand. Por.«-^ This- mimeographed sheet listed . 
the Pro-Sou-therners. as believing that only a southern 
®-?!S^-^2atioh,. led by poutHerners, could -solve the facial 
problems- pf. -the -South b. They .further- believe .that -the 
Democra.tic Party should defend the South on. its racial 
problems- and, -failihg- to. 4 p this, anob-her 'po'litical party 
should be formed© It stated’ that the -Southern JDemo brats' 
were- leaning, too far tov^afds -creeping Cbmtinism^'ahd -heeding 
the racial minorities-© ' , - - e> 

^he sheet, a-lsd .Alleged that, the Pro-Southerners 
were absolutely against a.il forms, of Marxi'an-ism- and' realized 
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that the, Negro question is* a part of the 'Communis-t conspiracy 
It further stated' that the Pro-Southerners st^d for* the 
repeal of ' the Sixteen^jh Amendment as they .did. hot want their 
ta'X money wasted on **0he Worldlsm, the United Nation's and 
foreign wars*’.*' 

_ JLh._fiiuithe^^stAtAd_that_the_.Bro-Sj^^ 

the' ss>Bbhern states to outlaw, the National Association' for 
the Advancement of Colored People dnd the Anti-Bef®jrmati6n 
.'League o It further alleged that the Pro-Southemers' .wahtejd 
the same right to organize as’ was granted to the'NAAGE and ’ 
the* ADL, and to te free frdm .Congressional investigations 
and from being classified ds subversive, as they wanted to. 
protect the white* man’-s rights, in, the South i It further 
•qlleged that already a «Yahkee 'Congressman”- HAROLD. VELDE 
was branding all southernei^s who want to retain segregation 
as* racists, bigots, and ha-tte mongers.. This letter- also' 
qtated' that the Pro-Southerners were opposed to .s^-ttiem 
white youth being forced to join mixed units in tie araed 
forces and that the Pro-Sodthemers. must c^'l upon Congress-^ 
Bjen-.and Senators to ha-\re- Idws enacted that will give the 
vfhit.e youth the ri^t to sOlect ah all white -unit o 

On June IS,,' 1954, T-1 advised that SHERRILL -had 
stated, that -the Pro-Sou-therners -would *be ah organi zat,ion~~ _ 
that would be a power’ in- pdlitics and would sea-d their 
qwn men and women tcj' fill dtate and Federal pffices'“"’>vilth 
the fear of God in them and a prayer on their lips to’ be 
able and worthy of the whit,e people who sent them to do .the 
job of housecle^'ing that Has' to be .done before the South 
.^d America can be- free .of the enemies .that now have control 
of all state and. Pederai^' Gdvemmehts in America*” He fur,ther 
spated that SHERRILL, advised that ,*”the last- three presidents 
have done a job. for .the* enemies* of .Ameiicsi. and- EISENHOpiR 
j-ust completed .the job he was elected for— »the* white people' 
baye experienced nothing to ,-what they .will— .beginning; • 
shortly and getting .worse as time ,passes--unless' they 
organize .for their own defOnse,-” SHERRILL further stated 
that ”we,wiH have the strongest organization on earth when- 
"the people wake up and- see that they must t^e sides and 
join -us -to save themselves 
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On' the same date, T-1 advised that SHERHIlL had 
made the statement that the Pro-Southerners would fi^t 
to the last man- before theiy would, let a single- '*nigger**- 
go in-bo our schools, churches, hotels, motels, and 

restahrantSo SHEEiRIUj also stated that the white people 

should realize yhairt'hey-are--up-againsjb and should help 

stop it before, it .gets “too big for us to stop wifh'out^ 

bloodshed ^d revolution in the United States-, or for 
each southern or southwestern state seceding the Union, 

. which 'We will gladly do if we ha-re to— that, would stop 
all wars, all income tax, all other Federal taxes, all 
Federal supervision and meddling and we, in the South 'and 
Southwest^— 24 states in all who have said they would 
secede if necdssary to pub a stop to Federal meddling 
in our business o’?* ' 

'Informant advised that from the literature that 
he had received from SHERRIIL and from personal contact 
■with him, it was clear to him that the aims and ob^ec.t.ives 
of the -Pro -Southerners were similar to those advocated by 
the Ku Klux Klan in that SHERRILL, in expressing the views 
of the Pro -Southerners, was extremely anti-Negro, anti- 
Jev/, and advocated full states rights wi-bhout Federal 
intervention# 



On May I7,. 1954> T-1 ad-vrised that the headquarters - 
^ the Pro-Southerners was listed at Post Office Bdx IO7I, 
p. Pierce j Florida, which is the address of M<> Bo. SHBRRILl, 
Secretary and Manager. 


7o OFFICERS 

On May 17, 195^, T-1 identified .M. B.- SHERYL as 
the Secretary and Manager of the Pro-Southerners, He also 
.tMt he had gained the impression that HARRI ' 
WILLIAM PYLE,, publisher of Political Reportef^^i was an 
official of this organization and a co-partner of SHERRIEL’Ts 
in Its formation 6 

•I 
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On June 21, 1954 # 'Miami infoimant T-3, of known 
reliabi'li-ty , made a-vailable a letterhead , of the Pro- 
Southerners that listed the following officers of that 
organizationt 

ADVISORY BOARD 


HARR! WILLIM PYUS, Board Ch^iman. 
M« Be SHERRILL, Secretary, Manager 

"harry .^OLLIAM PYLE, Tennessee 
ROBER(fi^TTERSON., Mississippi 
ALTQir«5.CHER, ' Missog^" ' 
BOB^RRIE^fcadaT*- 
Jo. H.^(^^E]^EY, ^smtlxJXaEaiina 
Zmm^S^S^QmklL , Texas 

Po CUr^AMMOWS y XyftPfh Vi ygin -f a 

Mrs. JESSIE JENKINS,, Georgia 
Jh*Se MeifBMAN, Arizona 
JOHN Virginia. 

Ee Giii/'SC^GGS', MD, Kentucky 
3 ^®ITsON, rduisT^a: 


ELETGHE%3®LS0N^ .L b'uisis 
He M^^J^HMIRILL, Al abama 
Le F^^VLIH, Qkiah;^ 

Wi J-.rjfeR»IN> da 


. HUBERT .H^^ATH, ILayUfexicp. 

GEORGE aJ^EKLEY, Maryland 
, Re E^^iPITH, OklahomT " 

Pe C«tTO%T, te^lLJlaEa^ 

Le Vr^j^iwI S, Arkansas 

On August 6, 1954 > Trl supplied the addresses 
for cert.ain -membets of the Advisory Board as secured by 
him from publication of **The Political Reporter’^ s 

HARRY WILLIAM PYLE, 36 OI Se. Lloyd Circle, 
Memphis, Tennessee 

. ROBERT. PATTERSON, Box IO 6 , Holly Ridge, MisSe 
ALTON THATCHER, Box 12, Pascola, Missouri 
BOB CURRIE,, PeOe Box 123, Carson City, Nevada 
Je He BICKLEY, 416 Withaloochie, Marion, SeCo 
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-iX)RREST CT/w^SmONS, 127 ^'^oodland Roadj. Hiintln^oUt 
M§.siJ[.ixs^nlSL^ . . 

Mrs« JESSIE JENKINS*, 101 Albian Drive, Coltutibus, 
Georgia 

Mrso M« CONAN, II46 E* Fellmore, Phoenix*. Arizona 
JOHN Ho MONK, PoOo Box ^ 31 , Porbsmouthi Virginia 

— — — • HEA®-,— Box-i0d'^-4nth^ony7“NevT'Mgxic'o' — 

WILLIAM Ji GRIFFIN, Stovall Professional Building* 
Tampa, Florida ' 

informant .advised that he had been unable to 
determine more specific addresses of the other members 
listed on the Advisory Board of instant organizatibno 


VIo MEMBERSHIP REGDLATIONS 


■p nff n > ^ 95 ^, T -1 advised- th§t he had learned 

from Mo Bo SHERRILL that membership fee in- the Pro- 
Southerners would be* $2 per year, plus an additional ^2 
for a subscription to «The Political Reporter” the publi- 
c*a 1 ;ion which ha.d been hdopbod by SHERRILL as ths official 
paper for -the Pro-Southerners .0 


Informant also made .available an application 
for -membership in the Pro-Southerners, which had been 
given to hm; by SHERRIII1.0 This application stated that the 
applicant had read and understood, the purposd of the Pro- 
Southerners, who were working to preserve ”6ur Southern 
segregated way of Hfeo” It further pledged that if 
accepted, the applicant would -help in organizing and work 
•with and help local and headquarte.rs to that end that ”v/e” 
retain our white citizens* rigji'fcs on segrsg&tion* 

This blank had a sx>ace for the name, address, city and 
state of the applies t, bore the notation, ”I enclose 
' for membership dues <> I want to keep .Informed so send 
me *The Political Repoi*ter* for next year, $2' enclosed for 
subscription— the Pro-Southerners newspaper, read ito” 
the further .notation, '«Write M» Bo 
SHERRILL j Secretary-Manager, Post Office Box 1071j Ft-<, 
•Pierce, Florida..” - * 


- 12 - 


o 


o 


X 






IP' 105-677 


^ SafdrmanS. also mads* available tbe' man})ership card 

, issued by the Pro-Southerneira f which describes the organi- 
zation as the white ,inan,^s organization of the Southland to 
preserve our Southern segregated way of lif'e'o This' card 
provided*, spacfe for the name .and .address of the member and 
identified SHER'RILL' as the Secretary-Manner of t.he orgarii — 
-^5Sfeiss.»-J-.ist.ing_iiis^address-iJ;he_same— as— prev-io-usiy— indicated-o 

^ *0n July 21., 195i» informant advised that .WPo B‘.o< ‘ 

•SnciRRILli- stn^J' that the Pro-Southerners would take in 
any person and would be operated strictly within- the law^ 
m^bership of the Pro-Southerners," selected 
members* would be chosen for membership ,ih- the- Ku Klux ' 

otre-Tso-rTT September '20y 1954# ^-2 advised that M« Bt 
DimHRiiiL did not state how many members had Joined the 
' -Pro -Southerners, but that he did indicate that he had not 
t^en in enough in membership fees* to cover the expense 
of -mn ling 3 S, GOO' pieces of first class mail* He did 
statS-, however, that his largest group of members was 
located in ;Texas <; . ‘ ^ 


cuwDOTTT 'Sept.embel^ ,27 > 19 54^ T-1 advised that M.* B* 
^ERIoIIi who had been appointed -the Grand. Titan of the . 
.Association of Florida Kldn^ , is now actively engaged in 
-attempting. to organize imit.s of this* organization in the 
-southera portion of Florida and that it is informant *s 
opinion that the Pro— Southerners is now only a **papsr** 
‘organization used by SHERRUX as. -a mailing list for the 
of white supremacy -and -anti-Jewish propa— 


euwtJoTTT . IS, 1954s -this infommt advised that 

-SnERRiUtlt .claimed that the .Pro-Southerners were holding 

iu various -parts of Floridaj but that he did hot 
Identify any o.f the recent imeetihgs. alleged to have been' 
heM, and that it was" st.ill.his -betief that there were no 
active chapters of the Pro-S’outheiraers as siich -within the 
State, of Plorida© informant stated that, it was his 
'opinion, that -the- Pro-S.outherners is ah organization that 
was formed by SHERRIIL for thh* .sole ptirpose' of acquiring 
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financial .to cover expense of distribution of propa*- 
g^da ’to people interested in the segregation issue* He 
also stated that it •was his opinion that from, the list of 
memberships acquired -by SHERRILL, selected persons woxild be. 
chos.en for membership in the Association .of Florida Klans* ' 


PROPAG ANDA DISTRIBUTED BT THE PRO ^SOUTHERNERS 


On May I 7 , 1954» T~1 made available a ^setv of 
four'.pieces of mimeographed material 'supplied by M.« B-o 
.SHERRILL to- be used in soliciting members to the 'Pro- 
.Southerhers * • - 

■i The ■.firs't piece ma^rfced .Item 1, Vr^s an open let.ter- 

captioned, '•*Dear Fellow Southerners*** .It was a tirade 
against **the Northeira Commimists, so-called liberals, 
do-gooders, and misled Yankees** interferirg in the 
southern rafei^ probleins* It ®l£so cond-.emned the FEPC and 
the non-segregated. plans ;of the Armed" forces* It stated' 
tha-t these freedoms' were -taken away by Ekecuti'yre Orders 
mainly, placing the -responsibility on -the last three 
, presidents.,, or by the United States Supreme Court, which 
, was described' as^ a **Nine m^ body of super lawmakers that 
were never granted that .power by the Constitution*** 'fere 
was also a chdrge that' Congressman HAROLD YEILE was con- 
centrating his efforts .against the **faf rightist**, which 
ancluded the loyal sduthern. people* 

I 

Item 2 of this gro'up ■eras also a mimeographed 
she.et captioned. **The Pr.o-Sdu'theraers— vV^at They Stand 

previously been referred ,to in this report* 
,^is mimeographed sheet £ls6 c.arrie.d a recommendation for 
The Political Reportei^as the best public al^ oh- to inform 
thq. membership of the Pro-Southemers'*. It referred to the 
Editor, of ;*»The Political .Reporter** , HARRY WILLIAM PYLE,- as 
a Pro-Southerner **to the core a.**” 

Item 3 of this set of papers was -a reprint of 
an article aillegedly appearing in the. **Waco. Citizen** 
relating, to the lifting of segregation rule .at the Veterans 
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Hospital at Vfecoa. (Jn the reve.rse side of this repr.int was 
the .-mimeograplied hote over the typewritten name' of Bo 
SHERRIUi,} which, .stated that what is mentioned on the, reverse 
side of that leaflet would never have, happened if the white 
citizens' had listened to Mo B* -SHEEiRILL. ' It also stated 
that race mixing in southern .schools, the FEPO, and other 

,,,J?o^2^.sJ;i4J3SciKolutionar.y— moves-c^‘4e--ayoided--ifr-th.ey--^ 

would heed .SHEKlIIiL^s .advice o It also solicited correspond** 
ence with M'o Bo SHE^iLL: for angers to* thes.e and other 
problems concerning. the.'.S.outhi 

The fourth and last, piece' -of this set of pro pa- 
goda was captioned ‘?^om,.-MTo B», .S.HERRIILoV. It was a 
tirade agains.t the, cowardice -of the white southerners 
in standing idly by arid, a-llowiifg the Supreme O.ourt. arid the 
■Federal Government to force noh-'segregation in public 
sclidols arid -BEPG regulations in the South® It. pointed ..out 
■that most of the southerners -were waitiiig. for their poli- 
tical representatives to do something about it, but never 
realizing' that these representatives’ rbcogrrized organized 
minorities rather than their constituents o 'It stated th.at 
■fchis was the. ”old carpetbaggers, back. forcing the' white race 
in the South'l^d to, -accept the 'Negro as, a social e.qual and 
perhaps, as his master® ** Ali the items called for the- 
organizing of the white race under the banner of M® B« ■ 

.SHEBRILL as' head of the Pro-Southef nef s o. 

Informant also made available on the same date 
a 'mimeographed reproduction of Exebutiv.e '.Order Npmber 
10479, establishing the Go'V'erriment Contract Committee , as 
copied verbatum. by HORACE'. SHERMAN. MI'LIER®- In addition to 
•this Executive Order were .also the' comn'ents allegedly 
attributed to 'HORACE SHERMAN MILLJIR that this Executive 
Order tranp>led upon the, sovereignty of e'yery sta'fce' as it 
violated s'bate rights, .state and local statutes, discrim- 
inates agalns't „all .Unit.ed States born citizens<, and 
violates, the Const iiu'tijSn .of 'the XTriited S.-bat'eSo It 
fur'bh’er alleged, 'that the' lfeec.ut.ive Order' f a'vofs -minority 
groups at the e:!^ense of -the -United States birthed citizenry® 
T^as p^phlet also solicited subscriptions to '”The Political 
Reporter” and stated for free copies of the abo-ve Executive 
/Order,- -write HORACE SHERMASfffe I40I North 13th Street ®‘ 
(.Wacbj Texas® i\ 
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. ^ liiformS^t advised that this .and similar prppaganda 
v/as being mailed by SHSRRILL to persons all over tte United* 
States.o, 

On June 7, -1954 » T-1 made available another 
series of mimeographed material .prepared by Mo Bo SHERRILL 
J).ging.^disJ;rib][3ted^o_jnembe^is^'-o£-4;he-JRpo-Southern^ 
Among this‘ material .was a: letter captioned '*Dear Fellow 
Sout.herners” whiph was a furtter tirade.- against nor-bhein 
interference with the racial problems of tie- South o If 
accused the Democratic Party of .^eing captured by the 
Dommunis.ts , radi-c'als aid liberals ^ and then sti-m*ed up 
racial distrust and created revqlutidnaiy state, .of, mind in 
'S^SSSJCsn j I dh furtherance of STALlH^.s plan, to create 
revolution .in the' Sou^h.1 

It further condemned the United S.tates' Supreme 
•.Court .as a *?nine ni^ body of 'super lawmakers »” It alleged 
that the only .hope of t^ South' was to organize and pre- 
vent the Negro of the. South- from being “brain washed by 
the Jankee. trouTj.lemakers and CdnmunistSo” It stated that 
by .retaining segregation,, the South-, could b.e -assured of 
safety for the white people, -and only by segregation-o 

n . second item in« this group was a mimeographed 

letter captioned “'The' Ero-Southerners an AH’. Southern . 

Led Organization for Southerners 'It, too. solicited 
membership in- the Pro-Southerners and criticized, the 
Supreme Court ^d’ the .Federal, Gp.veniment for interfering 
in. the racial problems in the S.outho- It tirged that the< 
problem not be left to .the ppliticians. as some had- 
already ..adi^-tte'd defeat- - and should be replaced, “with 
•sound 'thinking ineno It 'solicited the people to- -write 
SHERRI^ for information arid help in .organizing local 
groups.- of the Pro— Southerners o On the reverse side of 
this paper was a mimeographed copy of what' purported to- 
be a report -that. would be required of aH employers in 
the event, that the FEPC were passed o 

- *r- 

. , , toother piece of this propaganda v/as a mimeo-- 
graphed sheet purporting .to he the front, copy of -the 
March 1,-. 1954 , issue of»5!he Political Reporter” -This 
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carried -an ^ticle entitled nwhite Labor in America- Gets- 
a Slam in the Teetho” It announced that President 
EISENHOm had appointed .Jo tolCINS, a Chicago, Illinois-, 
”nxgger»* and lawyer, to t.he posip of -Assistant Se'cretaiy of 
Labor© Included also on this p^e was a cai*t6on repre- 
senting a Negro- stating, «Io» getting betta, Brudder Iken 
an d thi ^n .wi th- a character- identified as - »Ike» sa-yin g 
"Sho am©” On the re-verse, side of this sheet were se-veral 
antirNegro articles© - 1 

. • Mother mimeographed sheet that whs included; 

■With these papers carridd an item entitled «Vtoy Should' 
mite Americans Stand Still. This was a -continuation of 
a tirade against the Negro and lauded the’ Ku -Klux Klhn 
f^ -haviing^^. reestablished white .supremacy following thd 
« -Article quoted the author BOB OURRIE,. P©0© 

??? parson ‘Pity, as stating that .he would persbnally 
like to see -the- iCu .Klux Klan ride- again. In every ci-ty, 

^town,. and hamlet, in- America and would also like to see 
:a new poM-feical .pai^y established dedicated to’ white 
supremacy© - The reverse, s.ide of -this, sheet carried 
additional quotations ffom v^ious jpepple regardiig the. 

■race problem© It was- cdptiohed ‘‘^Poiiited Paragraphs from 
'Those Who Kho w»\/and quoted. anti-Negro remarks- made ' by 


Missoiirii BOB BIIRRIE , Carson "Cx-by^riey/ciucts os n 
BimBI, Marion, South Qarolina|MERANCIS M^SMAIE, 
Jacksonville ,^Fl orida | .Dr© T© iW^TGOMEm^^phis,- 
'Tennessee* HORACE ~HHkKMAN .-MTT.T.TiiR Waco, Texs-st Mrs©. 
/JESSIE JEMINS, -QqlilmbuS , Georgia} HARRX WILLIAM PYLE, 
^emphit, Tennessee, and M©. B© SHERRILL, Ft© Pierce , 
Florida* ' ' ‘ - ' • » ■ . 

. , ■ ,lnf omant --.alsp made a-vaiiable along with this 
!matep.al, a printed foi^' of .a poem entitIe3'‘’«.The Whi-fce 
lfan.*:s Burden” by QLIVEIjm^ Co Ci ' 

1. t..*-,. 1954 » Miami informMt T-4, of known 

reliability, mage available .copies -of material he had 
received from M, B© SHERRILL relating to- the Pro- 
Southerhers© Thid material conthine.d itiiraeogra^hed ' 
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literature previously refep?ed to captioned ”Why Should 
American^ Stand; Still,” copy 6^ PEPC Report, reprint fl*oin 
the **Wa.ct- Citizen”', ‘”The Pro-Sdutherners->“What 'they Stand 
For” •^nd,the open letter captioned I’Deai* Fellow Soiibherners*^.- 


In additiPn thereto informant made available .4 
mimeog'ra-phe dHLeaf let“capti*oh‘ed“”DemocTaz3r~Forum~('HSl%^)*J?-o 
This leaflet stated that oii M^ch 22 , 1929 , LEON TROTSKY' 
yras red^sed political, asyldm i'n Qermany, but now he woiild 
be welcome there d It set foith that the Government of 
West .Qemany has invited Mti~I)eformation League bigwigs 
tp investigate the status Pf Civil Service o’ It stated 
that .ho doubt these Jewish, HITLERS will put aH wHit.e 
Aryan citizens in conpentratioh- camps o It stat.ed”th^ the' 
Deep South and Deep 'West are afraid of being enslaved by 
the Africans- and- • the Asians 's 


i ^ 

j, -It state’d that Republicans and Democrats, 
politically., speaking., are all members' of’ their Democrazy 
politic'So It 'accused the jJoliticians of -enacting laws 
that, take- away' more and inqre from the citizens of .the- 
United Stat.es .and build up -prosperity .for- fhe ’h’/and'er-ing' 
Jpw-?*o This.- le^let 'hpre- the typewritten name of HORACE, , 
,SHERMM. MILLER j 1 /f.Oi l3th Street, Waco-, Texas,, and the 
Stamped ,imprdnt of M-o Bd SHERRILL, P» 0 .o Box* IO7I, Ft, 
Pierce y Florida-i . , ‘ 


• Oh .June. 2 i,. 195.4 9 T -1 made available a mimeo- 
graphed letter cap^ioped. ”Frdm thd-Ddsk-of -M. 3 ,s> SHERRILL, 
Pro-Soutnerne'ra.”fj ‘‘which accus.ed the .press of brain washing 
the •pu'blia regarding., .Co^uiiism and the -mixing pf'the 
^aces in. the Southo It 'solicited the .organizing, of the 
white people of j,t he , Sput^ into one .org^izatio'h to fight 
the present issues of the South, mostly the segregation 
problemio. It stated that -If "ycu v?ere for segregation,, you 
belonged to the Pro-S.outheibers , and' 'if you were against 
it, you should ^eih the NAACP or the Anti-Def prma-fci pn 
Leagudo It further point ed out- that refusal to tai:e a 
stand supported the ”Red plan”, which is- to force non- 
segregation' upon the Southo 
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It further .alleged that apready Congi^ssmah, 
MLTER, ”a New ybrk’^ew,.’* was demanding that ail per'sons ^ 
classed' as bigots {meaning those' who woh.^t accept ^xing) 
should ha-^e the’ri^ts of the -mails denied to them-: ,It 
farther alleged that a movement was oh foot "to have, ’all 
•spch people, termed subversive,^ ' It. stated that, e.yei^ effoit 
was ’being -made’ to st r angle- the. wh it e ■ southern '"pe6 pie‘..an d~ 
keep them from- de'fending their cbhstitutiohal riiit's* . 
It stated tha-b no? the time has. cpne to be coxinted in the 
sS.outh; and that the .South- ^as little, time in ,whic.ht6 
defehd its const-itutional" rights*. 

On July 19 ^ 1954 .,. made available a letter' 
•liiimeograyh ed' on the le'tterhead’ of the. P-ro-Southerhers , 
captioned. "Ddar' .Southerner.”;; This letter was 'over -the' 
t^pelwri'bten-n^e of M. B; SHERRILL' .and ali^d that there 
was. a va’st ..amount of white, people -who, had -been brain’ , 
wa'shed -to let the 'Negroes-, the ,rac,e, mixeis , and the 
.Communists kick .thOT in ,t.he '.tefeth and not les^t ito- It • 
alleged .that <6'h'^ d.b npfc bbjject .t.o the Stipjeme Court 
,makirig illegal jla^s to force -race mixdrtg, nbr- do they * 
object to the..NAACR demanding* employers hire Ne^o labor 
e'yien. if they lack, the skill -.to earn- their way * 'The 
.letter 'was another solicitation .foif membership in' the 
•Pro~Sputherhers * ’ . ' ■ ’ - • - 

' ■* r, t * 

On .the. reverse side -'was. mimeographed, .'statistics' - 
allegedly ..taken from RBI records- jrela ting to Prime 
statistics iiidic.ating the- large percentage of Negroes 
■arrested. 'for •y^ibi^ 'tyRe 'cii.mes'o It set. forth thati the 
-Negro popula'tion. of .approximately "ten. .per ceh't. nf the 
•United’' States would crea-tje an -appaliing cohdi-Siqn that 
the white children, wbuld* face if they are forced td'^ ' 
attend -schools, -churches.,, or lOthef public places .whe.re 
race mixing would preyailo It farther set forth that' the> 
'whites, whose moral conduct is far above- the ’Negro, r^bj’ 
c'ouH. not mix with an almost sa-vage -race aM hot bb.c'ome..' ' 
o^taraihated tb some extents ' . ' ' \ 

-.On -July 21, 1954 j. T-1 made ’ayailable. a leg^ 

-size mimeographed .sheet -captioned ’?3?he Universal J.ewish 
Encyclopedia, -1942 Editioi^,^ This encyclopedia was 
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■allegedly compile^ in accordance wi$h the provisipns of the 
.United States Vfo'rk Ero-jects Administration-, Project ^o<, 
4'65r97*f39o This mimeographed sheet quoted allegedly- fron 
the abq^e -captioned encyclopedia , page 479i> v/h-ich gave, a 
history of the Ku Klux Kiah.in the United .States , setting 
forth investigation pfthe Kl^ .by the Dies Cdramittee® . 

JEolJlowlng^he-^exehpt s._weEb_ jjqimen s. .d.ndicatli^!:that.^he- 

criticism of the Klan was biased and- that the- l^est.igatiQh. . 
conducted by the- Die.s- Committee, was. riot complete, ,bu^ in 
many ihst^pe's , depended on 'indirect testimony -covering -the. ' 
p.erio’d up to. 19-3-9<» This analysis of the -article bore the 
•typewritten .name' of UORAGE SHERMAN MILLER-j/^co , Texas,-" ^ 
Informant advised, that he had rec.eive(J this miinepgr'aphed 
.sheet from Mo JB, SHERRILL, Pro-Soiithefners , . • " - 

•On.Au^st ,16, I954» TVl.made .availabie a mimeor 
graphed .leaflet, advertising ^The Political Repp rter” Which 
he had received frpm M, B, SHERECELL, On the reverse^ side" 
of this was' a. reprint of a poem, from Page 155 of "Alien 
M-inorities-.and Mongrelization" by MARILIN -Ro ALLEN, 
entitled "Mde Ql^sm^ Ride.S.”, This -poem lauded the fo'srma- ’’ 
tio.h of the Ku .Kline Klan to save the South aid urged that, 
the: Klansmen .ride again to redeem the m^hodd -.qf the race. 

On August 16., l954»’ T*ri advis^ed .that .he had , 
f epeiHred infqrinatioh from ..SHERRILL that -SHERRI^ had 
dispatched •.over 4 >073 letters disseminating’. th e -abeve fyp’e 
.propaganda throughout the states of Elorida, Georgia, 

North .Carolina, South Carolina^ West .Virginia , and 
Virginia, Inforaant stated -tfiat SHE^lLL' claimed that 
the. Pro-South erne rs was not a money-making schemSt, but 
was created to'wake'up and educate the white pep.pls to 
the Negro danger so that they couid sign and ma^ letters'* ' 
and petitions' to State aid l^^deral .officials that -would 
be furnished them >by the- Pr6-.So.uthein.ers organization,. 

9“ September S, 1954 > T*?l made availahLe -a 
copy of the, August, ■1954‘> issue of "The American 
Naticn-alist.^ which he had .rec.eived ffomsM, Bl> SHERRILL, 

'This *1 of* tt*pV|A Attiat**! W A oh A 1 1 c-fi o . 


'This issue of "The American Nationalist a .four 
page lithographed tabloid , published hy' "Phe^^eric_an 
Nationalist" . Box 3l5X“j5lgiewood, Ca lif Qjmia . bv^^RANK 
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L, BRITTON, Edi-fcoro The' tabloid was de'^roted 0x0111817617 
,to an'ti-Ne^o and an-bi~Jewish propaganda, 'including photo- 
graphs of alleged race mixing' In Los- <^ngeles,- California,, 
among the student body of the tax supported Los- Angeles 
-City College^ ' ‘ 

I 

— - — ==«Ihf ormaii'i^ais 0'-made‘^avadl-abl^a‘-^epri»nt-“of^ 

tract published by ”The, American. Nationalist'" 'whic6 was 
■also devoted to mongrelizat'ion issues* This, trabt -set 
foi$h -pictur'e.s alleging 'interracial friendship; ^>et ween- 
the races, interracial' marriage-, .ihterracial love, inter- 
racial society, and in;t.erracial movies*- This- tract alpo 
bore the rubber stamp of the Pro-Southerners, P*0-* -Box 
1071, Fto Pierde, vPlorida* ' ’■ ' 

. ^ On September S, 1954s also made' available 

’•a .printed pe'bition .captioned. -^Declaration of Independence 
from' the 'United. Nations" which he, had re cei'ved from. 
•Sherrill* This petition carri.ed the following qu.dtabion 
above phe space provided fpr the signers tlierepf-8 "I. 
hereby declare .'ray indep'eiidenc.e. of the Unit^ Nations and. 
all its agents and agencies* i here and now 'oiit of it*. 
I. will, never recognize its a,uth'oritie's,5 never 'bo's<- to' its 
.powers I -wili never ser'Te' under its flag ’.pr any flag but 
'Old Glory* I hold that any Ameri'cah qitizeh v;ho -gives 
[allegiance 'to the .United 'Natipns._is a .tr^t,<r to th^ ■ 
sovereign republic,, whose authority is' must ronai-n 
supreme and 'undiyided "over all things, ^^ericans I -urge 
ail of my fellow .^aneribans -to shm' their' loyalty to the ' 
Const i-bution of the United- S-tates by joining me in. this- 
declaration *"- 

This' pe-titioh carries- the- not at ion, '-"This, 
-pe-titidh .print.ed by Williams Publipati.dhs , Box S6$|- 
Santa Ana, Califojrnia*" Oh the re-verse side of this 
was the .stamped impression, "Pro-Sohtherners.i Pp^ 

Office Box 1071,. Pt* Pierce.^ Florida-*'"* ' - 

.Oh September S, 1954, in^de available, a 
.pamphlet -consisting ,of -e-i^t printed jpages entitled 
"Abolish, the United' .Nations".* Tl^is pamphlet sjet- forth 
various reasons why the United Nations should be abolished 
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and summarized, the mate.rial^ set forth therein as- follows? 
”.They have so exploited the -knaves and the fools among 
our statesmen that in effe.ct., they have made successful 
a complete act of treason against the Constitution, the 
flagi the armed forces.,, our tradition, our religion, our 
racial integrity, our national ahd‘ state .sovereignty,' 
our independence and our Christian civ i lizah ibi^”' 


VIII o RELATIONSHIP BET^^EEN PRO-SOUTHERNERS 
- “ AND’ THB KU KLUX KLAN- ' 


On -May 27, 1554, advised that. Mo Bo SHEKa-^-, 
the Secreiaxy-M^agfer of the Pro-Southerner^", , was .a 'form.erj 
mmber of the Kii Rltti Klan,-. having firs^ joined .when he.^was* 
a resident of the' State. of Texas and only-.lT' yesos. of.' age* , 
.In'fbnnant advised that SHERR-ILL continually made reference 
to. .his previous Klan activities and stated/rohat he had had- 
a falling out 'y^ith' -BILIi HENDRK. when they were both members- 
of the Southern Knights, of ‘the .Ku Kltix Klan.o 

-Informant advised that SHE]^IE£'had told' .him. 
during May,._jl0jJ^j‘,-to forget about B.HJrafeNDRIX, AlJplASHS', 
and GHAHLIEJ^^ffiKER,- .all former m^bers v of the Southe'rn 
Knights of •cne K~u‘..KluXr-Kla n . as they had, helped HE^RIX' 


During his comments,, SHERRILL -stated he had received 
inform ation from' .headq-uarters to the effect that . -these 
men were not iecognized' as Klansmen by anyone* Informant 
interpreted SHERRILLis, re.mark as .to Whsadquarters** as 
indicating that SHERRHL was under the direct control of 
a Klan organization* -He stated that at the same tim.e 
SHERRILL made the remark that.,, «We have the only Klai 
qrganization in .Florida* We .'are proud of the success 
we have made in the. past and the f utter e s-uccess .w.e will . 
make by -preaching what, we practice*” SHERRILL als.o told 
informant that'BItL HENDRIX was a "liar” when he pub3i‘cly 
announced in the -’^Miami Herald” that there .was no Kl^ 

.in the Sta-te of’ Florida* 
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Informant advised, also that ,it was, SlffiBRIEL^s ■ • 
plan to re-form the Klan uhder the h.ev;rhame and "to dispense 
with public, meetings and raids 0 He a3so had indicated- to 
infoiihanb that he had. received a -mailing list of fo'mer 
K’lan members from WILLIM J-o GEI’FFIN, Tampa, ‘Florida, which 
would' be .used to solicit members for the' Pro-Sou-^hemers® 

•On May 27', 1954, th^^®i^L“haa'^^7r" 

been in communication wit’h. J« ' 404 West Flag^r '. 

Dijive, West Pslh Beach, whom- he indicated was a former nember' 
of th% Klano. SHERRIUi alsp indicated that his present 
plan’s were to organize as quickly and as safely as.“- ‘ 
possible,, ■ ^ 

On June 7, 1954, SHEEI^ili> advised informant 
that. ”wet! would work underground until «tiie time .was ripe-. 
fo^.ttus« to come .to lights He -stated tfiab wheri.fhe menber- 
ship was. big ehou^, they wo^d let. th^ selves -be known® 

He also, stated that h'is organization- wmld work within the' 
law so as hot to attract 'attention' to the. organizatiqho 

. ‘Oh- June '1954, T~1 advlsSd that M® B-® .SHB.EEIIIi.j, 
who hM been appointed -Grand - Ti tan of the Southem Portion 
of -Florida, by WILLI.AM.J® GRIFFIN, orgarii*.^er of- the --Associa*^ 
tion of Florida. K-lahs, July, 1953 j indicated that the Pro- 
Sbutherners vrould. -be used' to -rally the .public around tfe 
,s'egregatioh issue -and froa the -r^ks of this org^ization", 
select persons would be invited ^o .become members of the 
,Klan® ' ■ ' • •> •- 

I 

-On June Id, .1,954-, T-1 advised. that M-® B‘® .‘SHERRILL 
.stated that he. had not’heaid fR<mi- .V/ILLIM J®. GRIFFIN ‘ since 
'the previous ' Saturday ni^t i but that he xmderstbbd that 
he was out of the state for a few days.® :He also ‘adL-vis^ 
informant that GRIFFIN would not give the Pro- South erne re 
many names , if any-^ to- solicit ‘membership in the‘'.Pro- 
Southerners as it wbu'ld take .the -cream ifom the -^father” 
•organization, which, he.,, .GRIFFIN, was -welding- together® 

On this occasion, .SHERRILL' also indicated to inform^t 
that the -Pro-Southerners ' could not he picking here .^d- 
thefe for members, but must have a in^ority pf all white 
people to .show their streh^h- and that later this orgsaiization 
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would be a power in politics and would send their own me.n 
and women to state and "Federal offices# 

On June 21, 1954, T-1 advised that Mo Bo SHERRILL 
-aad^ajsuiied h^ that WILLIAM J». GRIPPIN was a solid 100 
per c ent ^ericanT~f orrseg-regatlonl#, whit e si?>remac7-, and 
the white races# SHERRILL stated th^ GRlIPiN~haTd~no- — 
connections with BILL HENDRIX and the Southern 'Knights of 
the Ku Klux Klan, who had caused trouble in every state 
and county and had Jews working with him# SHERRILL also 
advised that GRIFFIN still would not supply any names of 
people to be s olicited as members of the Pro-Southerners' 
as he did not like the idea of giving the names of members 
of any organization to anyone although this matter would 
be discussed by the Grand Dragon at the next state meeting, 
which was scheduled for the first week in Jtilyo On this 
occasion, SHERElIiL also advised informant that the Pro- 
Southerners wanted v;hite and wcanen who believe in 
white supremacy, segregation, and a white Christian 
Amerdda, and all other whites can go over to ■the '‘niggers#^ 

On June 2i, >lP54-,o T- 3 made a-yailahLe a letter ,, ^ 
from SHERRILL to 0# EStSMitH « on the reversd side of a ^ ^ 


On June 21, >lP54-,o T- 3 made a-yailahLe a letter ^ . 

from SHE^ILL to 0# BoSMl^ on the reversd side of a 
mimeographed sheet cwtioned ?Frcm -the Desk of M# B? 

SHERRILL, Secret ^cy-J^ager,"^ Pro-Southerners # ” This 
handwritten letter of SHEmiILL»-s reads' as follows? 

**.We need ’evpry white man and woman to work 
and spread the truth on segregation and whxb.e 
supremacy# Get eveiy man or woman possible. who 
believes as we do td send in or sign up names 
and address (mail addresses) with you— tell them 
that the time is short and we must win ■this time— 
to prevent revolution and bloodshed I'aterr-we 
are pot going to -take the decision of nine 
appointed Communists appointed by the traitor 
. presidents to give this white' country to the Jews 
and niggers# Write for more materials and work 
race of America— have everyone helping# 

/.-? ^Sincerely, 

Mo Be SHERRILL, P#0o Box 1071, 

Ft# Pierce-, Floridas” 
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.This letter is being retained in the Tiles- the. 
Miami Office, ’ ’ - 

- . On June 26^. 1954^ T-4-advlsed. that WXtLIM J, ■ 
-^G&I-gF-M-t^thaJai ^d Drag on of the Association of Florida 
Klans,,. was planning, to ■^ve”M«-^B^SHERRIIIi^Qf_j;b-, Pierce-,- 

Florida j an imp.oi?tanb post in the .Association of Floridl'^' ^ 

Klahs- arid indicated that this position mighb possibly be 
^it.ari in Charge of Klan Activities on the southeast coast 
,of Florida, ' 

' -On July 21 j 19-54 > T-1 advised that he had -received 
information that GKCIFIN had ap.pointed. B , .SHBRllILL as 
Grand Titan of the ..southern- part of Florida, covering the 

East Coast from St-,- Augustine to Key West , Florida, 

1 

• On the same d^e, T-i- made ava-iiable- a mimeog^phed 
sheet, which v/as. allegedly a reproduction' .of information 
contained in the '*Uhi versa!; Jewish 'ShQyclopedia’.V Viiich 
has previously been referred -to .in this report, ®?;is 
reproduction was- devoted entirely to the history of the- ." 

Kl^. and to s.ub sequent concessional in-\restigation as 
relied in the ’iJJniv^sal Jewish Encyclopedia?-,. In 
addition- to this, there -were coimieajt^ made conceiving this 
article by HORACE SHERMAH.MILLERo.^^This mimeographed sheet 
was -distributed by SHERRITJi. as 6n.e of the -pieces ,bf ' 
propaganda .disseminated -by the P]ro-Southemers , 

■ On -August 10 -, ,1954.» T-1 advised that SHERRILL, 
had sta-ted that any former memb.er of the. Klan- coulld' 
become affiliated with -fche Pro-Southerners by .paying' 
only, quarterly dues of § 1 , 50 ,- but* -that new- members would 
be charged an initiation fee of |5, -On this o^asion-, 
informant advised- that- he was not positive that the remark 
made by SHERRILL related to the initiation of -members into 
the Pro-Southerners or into the Association of •RIorida 
Klans-o. Informant advised -that since SHERRILL’. had been 
appointed Grand Tit.an of the. Association of Florida Klans, 
it’ is hard to distinguish which drCpd-zation he refers to 
in conversation. Informant also advised that he is' how^df 
the- 'opinion that since SHERRILL has been appoaiited to ah 
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official position in the Association of Florida; Klkis that 
the' Pixi-Sputherners. vdll become only a paper 6 rganizati<xi 
and the membership list used to. disseminate propaganda of; 
a> -white supremacy and anti- Jewish liattireo 


iprr-, . On Sep-bember 27 5 1954>- T-1 -advised that Do P'o 
AARMS#RQIJGr; ^a-~reaident--of-Mi-aml--arid-a-member- 6 f--the- pFlorida— 
States .Rights « Inco a had written a letter to'Mo B« SHERRilli 
of Pto -fTereej Fjj^da, inquiring as to the ' possibility 
of organizing ,a klavem. of the Association pf Florida 
’^lans in the Miami areaio Ini*ormant advi’s ed that- the 
^orida States .R i ghts 4 fico o was an organiz at ior^ -chartered 
3h "August Xii-v i954"»"^t”l!H^ij Florida, for -the purpose^ of • 
protecting st.at.e rights and to’ oppose non-segrega-tioh in 
the public schoolsi 


• On. November 2». 1954 j advised that SHBRRIIIi 

had stated, that 'they were now .getting .the peopld together 
iri*. other states and 'that this time would not he sold' out 
but would merge together in one .national stroi^ qrg^iza- 
t.iono SHERRILL, also, stated that any Klan other than the 
^Association of Florida Klaps was a fake Klan as ^e re.al 
heads- of the- original. Klan -had met the pre'^iouS week and 
■had had .an .eyewitness who khew Jhiow "they hdd Veen- double 
.crossed and how it ^/as being done bven nowo SHERRILL - 
pointed out that the* Association of Florida. JC^anh -was- the 
real original iplan for- inen and women to • join \dio needed 
the ad-vi.ce and training supplied by the Klaho 


On -Ndvember 3 d.. 195.4 » Ts=*l -advised that SHERRiLL 
had cautioned that they should ”keep quiet abp.-ut any- • 
national Klans^j' but Answer any inquiries by saying, , 

**We are it o.” He st-at.ed .that no records would be .k.ept 
and there could never be any trouble, from names, and 
records® . Informant adinlsed again that from -conversi^c-tiM' 
of SHERRILL, it 'was .impossible to determine whether or 
not- his references to *!we'” .referred to the Pro-Southerners 
of to the Association of Florida Kl^s® 

On Noyember 16« 1954, f-1 made a-^ilable' a 
.letter from B® SHERRILL, which was wri-bteh bn the 
letterhead of the Pro-Southerners® 'ihis le-bter in- pdrH; 


— 26 — 



m 105-677 


stated that the «old outfit” has become actiya and that 
the Jew and Oommuhist contrpU.ed Atlanta bunch (Association 
.1. of Oeq^gia«Klans under control of SAt'JsaQJPER. and CHARLES 

is on the ruuo ?he letter further stated that the 
''new plan with the old organization will clean out the 
Communists and Jews and the ”niggers” for all t^e to come o 

It stated that men were needed in eyejcy county i n th e Unite d 

'States* 

The letter further stated that ”we” had a nice 
.meeting in Paytona Beach 'three wepks ago, where touch 
construct iv:e \fork is being- done* 'It further stated that 
eveiy white man is a prdspect and that many who before ^ 
could not become raember.s could liw qoin and if they 
failed to liye up to the standards required, they would 
be expelled* 

It also stated that young teenagers were now 
acceptable provided an older one vouches for them* In 
elaborating on the new .plan, the letter stated, that it . 
covered every possible thought and condition and touches 
every person in America* 

The letter continued, stating that history is 
how being m'ade and that men partid. pating in this move- 
ment will be heroes Within, two years .as they will have 
helped t,o make plans become a reality ^d .merica will 
be saved for the white race* This letter is being 
retained in the files of the Miami Office* 

'.Qn Kovenber .1^, 195"4> Miami' Informant T-5.j of 
known reliaMllty--y^ade_.avnilabl§* a lett.er dated! 

October 22, 19-5A* fcom^HARRI MI1.IAM PYLE, M emphis.* 
Tennessee, to MrJ l ^ ^ Dallas, 

Texas* afivi-vgga.wh'ha'h -hhja letter h ad ajparently 

been written tq |by PILE after I l had answered 

ah ad which had been placed in the Port Worth "ptar , 
Telegrami*' on Sunday, Juhe 27, 19 which read as follows s' 
".White people of "Ameilca, if you believe' in and want to 
keep white supremacy, segregation and our American way 
of life, write Pro?»Southerqers, PoO" Box 1071, Ft* 

Pierce, Florida*" 
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' This lettjer "sb ated tha t ’^Brother” HORACEiotICLBR,- 
<5f V/acOs 'Texas., h^ senti |*s letlier of t’he 19tn to 

PYLE wijbh th' e reques t that PILE supply the information 


requested 
honed 


byP 

j tfe 


The letter further stated that he 


that the information furnished j^ould encourage 
]to get into the mood to join and help ”us” sa 


this nation, from the- Negroes ^ Zionist -Communists 


save 


. The entire letter was devoted to explanations 

to I I giving details relating, to the Kiii^ts of the 
Kuklps Klan, which it distinguished as a separate. prgani~ 
zatioh from the Knights of .the Ku’ Klvpc Klan of Atlanta j 
.Georgia# The letter stated that the “Knighbs of the Kuklos. 
Kl^ was 'from the original HATHAN- BEDPOED FORREST §lan 
and that its plans, purposeSs and initiations were based 
upon what took place before IG67 and during the reconstruc- 
tion period# The letter stated that ”we^? do. not accept 
Catholics,- not because of their religious beliefs‘, but 
because ’tour” initiation work cannot be accepted b'y their 
churcho It ‘further stated that ”We do not dnd \d.H not 
-fight white Catholics#”' 


•The. lett.er , explained that anyone over IG years- 
of age was -eligible for membership, but that they pre- 
ferred that' the ones between IS and 20 be above average 
in their- ’’thinking”# It further .stated that later the 
group from' ,1S to. 20 would be placed in- a separate nni-b 
under the local Exalted Cyclops#' It stated- that the’ 
obligations that must be-- assumed .could be determined from 
the enclosed pamphlet, setting forth the object! -^es of the 
Klah# .In short,, the letter st.ated that a person would have 
, to take ah o.ath. t.o uphold the .United S.tates, its flag, and 
-to* protect the white or Aryari womanhood and children j 
also help retain white supremacy and to woffc to retain 
segregation-, not just in the schools, but in all public 
and social gatherings# * • ‘ 

.The letter stated that th.e obiigations also 
called for ah oath that the applicant will fi^t against 
Communism and the' mahy Red fronts# The letter explained 
that as to obligating oneself to obser-ve the r\ales., laws,, 
and edicts of the organization, that this was no more th^ 
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was required by all organizations which receive pledge s’ 
that its members will uphold’ their- laws, and regulations « 

. It further ppibted out that these laws ^d 

regulations, worild hot -be iiade known until the applic^t 
wa s initiated into' th e pgganizatioh o _.The^l'e4t.es...ppihtedl_,^ 
"outy iidweverpthat the enclosed mat eri^ conperning the 
Kuklos Klan stipulated that .menjbera must stand, for jLaw 
and order ^ therefore an applicant would jhot take an oat.h 
“to uphold unlawful actSo . '' 

The letter ^rthbr pointed out that as to t.he 
edicts, the orgaiilzation depended upon its Gi’smd -Dragon 
and it;g local Exalted Cyclops to carry 'out the wprk and 
try to do all that "was legally possible to retain white 
supremacy and upbuilding of the- Kp.ansman^s opportunities*. 

It stated it vrould be the member duty to foildw his 
instructions or- edicts, so -as to m'^e the local a sUccess- 
and doing So, promote the welf^e of the Klansnieno '• 

, ■ I 

• The letter stated that the Grand Dragon, nr 
' his Exalted Cyclops will not- order a m^bSr to’ go and 
beat up some female or male , \tho has ''be^ "cau'^t in the 
wrong bedo” It further' stated that no member would be 
ordered to d.o: any illegal act® :0n .the Conbfary,. it stated 
that he might ask a member to help and., more '.than’ likely, 
will dem^d that he help the law enforcement officials to 
keep order and- peace in the comm.unityo- It also pointed- 
.out that, the- member-'mi^t be requested t o' 'help g'et 
Elansmen intp public, office Qir to get those kho; stood for 
Americanism into office o ‘ t- 

In summing up tbd. letter, PILE" stated ^ foilows'.s. 
’’The Knights pf the' Kuklos K-lan works' tp •bepc'h the value. 

Of the white race', help it to-’^r'etain- its rights, and to' . 
support all w'hite rule- and -to. retain segregation in all 
things and to stop- Commimlsm from taking over, ,^d to -do 
it, all in a legal wayo” ' . ■ . ' * 

^ I 

’This letter was on the letterhead of the Pro- 
Southerners, which Identified HABRi'-WHDI'AM PIIE,., the 
signer of the letter, -as- the Board Chairman of the Advisory 
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Board of the Pro-Southerners o The envelope in which this 
letter was dispatched, bore the .return address of the * 
**Political Reporter'*, 36 OI South Lloyd Circle, Memphis, 
Tennessee o 


T-5 also made available a letter wxltten on the 

letterhead o f the Pro-Southerners, dated Novanber 10^ 

1954-j bearing the written signat ure of M<> Bo SHERRILL « t 
This lett er was addressed to Mr<> I I 

I I ’Dallas, Texas « The letter started ofi^Wxth the 

salutation, ”Dear Brotiier American o’* 

I The letter stated that SHERRUJ^-Ixad just received 

|*s letter about the city police t%ing a part 

for the. Jews and the ’’niggers *t-«»the Communist Party and 
the traitors of America, Following thf^ was a tirade 
against the two city policemen referred to, alleging that 
they were controlled by the ’’niggers’* and. the Jews' of 
America, who were the Co3iunun±st Party in the United States, 
It alleged that the ”niggers’) and Jews would, after taking 
.oyer the country, either shoot or put the wM.'te people in’ 
concentration camps-, several o.f which it stated were 
already pr'ep^.ed for white American citl'zens who dared to 
stand up for their homes and their families o 

The letter further stated that the last three 
wars have ;been, fought for foreign powers under Jewish 
control, with the ’’niggers’* back at the base of- operation 
loading and unloading ships and vroiking in, the warehouses 
wh:0.e- •’’our best sons” were a.t the front being killed, 
wounded, or captured. It stated this was slowly taking 
the bes-fc young men vAiile the Jews and ’’niggers” were pro- 
tected -bo fight, murder, and rape the weaker ones left 
•home. It stated that the few that \^ere left at home 
that would come to the aid of their country, were 
threatened by the police and other elected and appointed 
officials while- they, themselves, get ho protectiai for 
the money paid in taxes, whereas the Jews and Negroes 
use the police to protect themselves, 

• It stated, that the Jews and traitors who had 
been run out of every country in the world will be thrown 


be 
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oul; of -^erica and that the' white Americans \iho' founded 
and&i\ght' and for its- very life, will -be again hold- 
ing the flag of liberty and freedom and thaiicing God for 
the opportunity to ha^ fought for their coxiritry and 
saved it from -the traitors who would rape and murder and 
destroy the entire white rac,e of the world* 


•T“5 also made available a letter over the- signa- 
ture of Mo B-. SHERRILL, bitten on the letterhead of Ihe 
Pro-Sbuthemers. dated Nbveitiber IQ 3 1-954$ addressed 'to 

^«| L - Pallas 9 Texas# Above 

the name- was. typewrilJten this notes ”Later-'^ 'the ni^too 
•After midni^t and febme thought*”' { '0^^ 

The- 10ter opened with the .statenent that 
SHERRILL had received- two letters from two ouier- boys' jot 
men in Dal-Ias, and had been looking them over® he -stated 
that the young men had ccm'e throtigh much better than the 
preachers and teachers that have been asking for i-n&rma- 
tion# He stated, that to date only two preachers .had 
come, throng and proven worthwhile and that neither of 
these were, -from Texas* The Tetter lamented tjte fact -that'-, 
at least one white preacher had not taken- up.. the bariher of 
whitb supremacy and gegregation tb , preserve the -American 
-v/ay of life in Texas* 

It further stated that some college -boys, 'whom 
,he identified as Communists or d-up.es, had been sent to 
SHERRIHi to get information on him and 'that he later 
learned that the; information -and literat'ur^ he ha.d given 
them was used and discussed in classes and that ways and 
, means were discussed ^ to 'hQw to- ”shut me up*.” This- 
letter stated that, this was impossible unless ”they killed 
-me*.” ■ ‘ ■ . ■ ■ 

-The letter further stated that '.every vdiite inan^s 
organization that was. a white man’-s org^ization was with 
them, but still they had traitors ih -white organizations 
.and in all j/alks of life;* In this letter SHERRILL claimed 
that he had many ways of detecting these -traitors and 
often found -them. listed as members in the Communist organi- 
zations* SHEEdtILL claimed also that he Was on the Board 
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of directors and was Vice-Presiden^; arid held; other dffioess 
in seve'ra-1 real white organizations ’ arid -that 'he/’hoped .somei^ 
day td oe able to take all young, men into.' an organ±z,a;tion' 
that will control the white rage and their future for all 
time to comeo, ' . • 

\ - 

— ■ — = — ^ ^ Tjnie-- l^tter'state d-^is'cr-t-Jaat -ijlre’-irime -vras-*^sh or-ly'" 

andJjhat. only Wo years remained to complete work an^ 
save America for thd white race* The. letter alsp encouraged’ 
the young jibn.' to think for thaaselyes’-j '-tsiit thdt th'ere wei-e 
some white- men v^ho‘ did not see. the .important things that - 
needed to be d.ohe. and are a must if ’^we.” -ard to siar.'vlye' 
the traitors in. power ii ^1' thg' states and in- IiJashingtori.o. 

-SHERRIIIi^s letter also waahied i I hot, to .be 

.confused by the Jew cdntroidadTfftl^^ buncE^Twho' xbro'ke, * ' 

.up the old Kl^- arid'-iris'talled.' tr^-tors in the offic'ial 
pasitions of ■the national and state organizatibns o The ■ - 
letter stated that this group ytas- new b.eing cri^'hed' qhd . 
wo'uld soon riot, be represented ^ a s. ingle county.* '‘This 
letter, , .though typewritten, was 'signed M* B^ -SHERRILLo. 

V ^ * w ^ * * 

.'On Nb-vember 22, i954s T~1 advised t^t Mo/H* 
•SHERRIIlj' was dist^ributirig ;a new form, of applidab'iori f or . - 

membership- in the Klan* " Informant advised ’ that .this 
mimeographed application is capb'loned ’^nights of -the. ’ • 
Kuklos Klans, ,a. Frate'inal-^Politi.cai Assoc-iationo”.- 
Immediately und.er the- caption is .d :^eeh arid. sketch of 
the mask used -by the ;Kiah with the •typewri-tten word to-’ - ' • 
the left ''IPraterriity'* .and to the right ^Political”:*- 
Below the mask is the following-? «1^6?; V * *. * o;o*NoB-^P, 
o * .0 0 , 1953'o" Below this appears the following -state- 
ment,? - * ■ ' 

•”lf you- belieye.' in w^t-e.-«upi^dcy7'^eip^ - 
belong* If ■yo.u ■belieyfe'-'in segregation 'Of the . . 

race's, "then you bblcingo If you b®lieye in- ' • ' ' . 

states righ-ts , then you belbng. If you .belieye . . 
that 'the inajortiy should rijle' America, then you 
belong* If you believe in law arid -prder then, 
you belong* If you belieye .in’ the -Aryan, gentile 
Clanishness , -then you belphg* - If' you belie’vb .in 
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“perpetuation of the Aryans, then you belong o 
If 3J0U believe in protecting the Airyan v?oman- 
hood chiii’en,. then you belong* If you 
believe. in’ the United 'States and its- flag, 
theri- you belong* If ydu bel ie ve in all of 
the above and are absolutely opposed- to any form 
. .^^^oiUCoiMuhismj-'Mdixxism,— Zion-ism-^T-rotsfcy-i-smT: — — - 
Socially, Fabidism, Stalinism, Internatiqnal- 
ism, dr One Worldism arid belong to* the- Aryan 
race,, then you can beldng and not dtherwise*”- 

.Eolldwi^ this wa^ the statement ’?THe, Knightis 
.of the- Kuklos Klaiis ^s the dnswer to racial minorities * ' 

It is the American white race at work'* Those initiated 
. into the mysteries oit tde divisible empire of the Kni^ts 
of the Kiilclos Klari know the ‘valu^ of the .^erican citiaen- • 
ship and the adv^triges -of white supremacy*” 

.Following this wad a- scilicxtabi.on to anyoiie wh.o 
could, subscribe wholly to the above and who was of good 
•moral background "to use the application blank on -the 
reverse side',. forwa,rd .it to the ^perial Dragon* 

The application blank (^n the- reverse side was. 
a form setting forth spaces for various background -infor-- 
mation of the applicant* Inteediately above the -space for 
the. applicant to sign was trie fbilov{ing questions ”Are 
you. willing 'to observe- ^1 the rtjles, laws, and’ edicts of' 
the. Grand Dragon, the Exalted Cyclops i^der him, and the ■ 
Kakhans'.?” ' '' 

** ' 1 

it should be noted that on tMs application form 
the .local klaverh w^as ."referred to as the Ipoai ”kav-ern“* 

Ip is unknown' whether this is a misprint 6r a new. designa- 
tion for the new klaverhs* 

.informant also ad-^ised that SHERRILL had stated' 
that the. initiation fee for the Bni^ts of the, Kuklos Klan ■ 
is |10y plus. I 5 . year dues* SHERRILL also stated that 
this, would be -bhe biggest and the b.est Klan that had ever 
been kfiotnii 
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iXo. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PRO-SOUTHERNERS' 

AND THE NATIONAL PATRICK HENRY 

ORGANIZATION 


As .previously reported under the. secti.oh. of this 
jc4por.t.^captlonei i*CHARTERl!-,_^-QhaKter'JtojEi--the. JBi\6-S:oxitheiaie r s 
was- issued by the National Patrick Hen:^ Organization o The. 
letterhead currently being used by the Proz-Schithemers 
identifies this organizjation as a chartered niiit of the 
National Patrick Henry Organization, Inco' 

t * * * 

On July 21, 1954> T-.1 advised’.that oji July 9> 

1954.» he had 'learned *that Mo JBo -SHERRILL was- to- attend ‘ 
a national convention of tlie . Patrick Henry Qrg'^izationi ' 
which would be held at Coliimbus', Georgia, 'oii •, July 10, 1954^ 
as a delegate and representative of the- Pro-Southe.rners-o 


On.' August -6., 195 /kj T*-! made available the July^.- , 
1954 » issue -of '*The political Reporter^- yihieh j5arr*ied a \ 
report 'on -the Patrick Heiiry Organization convention, whi<^.. 
was, held ’.on July 10 ,- 1954vj> at. Columbus, 'Georgia q This, ' 
report- identified ;M,o B*' SHERRILL- as, one df the national • 
Directors of the Patrick Henry Organization o ' .- - ' . 

On September 20, 1954>rMiami Infomant Tr6,, -of 
known feliabilityj. ad-^sed th^ ERANClSrarS^ALBi of 
Jackson'vllleA '. Florida, who .had attended the National 
Convention 'Of the Patrick H^jy Organ iz-^ti'oh on- 'July 10,- 
1954, at' Columbxis,, Gepf was a close personal 
friend .of Reverend .Ao C.^x^ULLER', who. v/as ele.cted Presi- 
dent of the Patrick -Henry 'Organization- , at .'the; conventiqn,- 
had indicated that he might .possibly organize -a unit of the 
Pa!trick -Henry ■ Organization ;in Jacksonville, Elori da-t. -Infoxia-r 
ant stated that he had no information indicating that if 
'such a i|nit was organized^ that there .would- be ,any cohnection- 
between it and 'the othei* chartered- unit of the Patrick Hei^y 
0rgan-iiz;4tion now in existaiice in Florida,. 'known- as the Prd- 
Southerr^ers o ' 
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' ' . ’ .< ■ 

, r- Ori October 11,. 1954., advised' that although. 

MC HAIE was still 4'ohs'ider'ing orgai'izing a «unit of the ’ 
Patrick .Henry Organi’z'^ibh in Jackscn^lle j that no steps’ 
,'have^been- tak^ tb- f brm a chapter attthe present time 6-.-' 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


h2 

b6 

hlC 

b7D 


‘This QsLse is being placed in a Pending Inactive 
status inasmuch as the activities of this organization will 
be followed through .informant covera^ and quarterly reports 
jciefJLecting_acJ;lvAt-^wiiPwbe_submitted<, 


INPOMANTS . 


T-'I is 


whose identity is loiown to the 


Bureau and who. supplied the information 
reflected in the body .of this report to SA 
toVIN MC RAE JETT'* ^he originalstM^i^e 
reports- are lo cated In Miami file! I 

I ]p The lite rat ure " referred 

wnxcn was maoie available 
is locat ed in Miami file 

I 



T-2 is 


y whose, identity is known to the 


Bureau and who supplied the i nformation 
Inflec ted in this report to SA 


1 in writing* The reports submitted. 


. by t his informant are retg .ined in‘ Miami 
file 


T-3 is I L whose identity is knovm to the 

Bureau- and who furnished the information 
reflected in the body of' this report to SA 
MELVIN' MO RAE' .JETT in wfitinco Infomant^s 
reports are lo cated in Miami filef^ 


T-4 is 


3 whose identity is known to the 


Bureau and v/ho supplied the information 
^reflected in the body of this rep.brt to SA 
. CASSIUS RATHBUN in ■writing* Informant^ s 
reports are lo cated in Miami file ' 

I ^ ■ I . 
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’b2 
b6 
‘b7C 
b 7 D 


T-5 is -^c OA^L HAKSSON, Chief of Polibe, Dallas,, 
Texas , .who ma,de available to the Dallas Offibe 
a photostatic copy of correspondence over the 
- s i^ature of HARRY WI UiIAM PYIE, dated 


9ct.ober 22, 19-5A-< postmarked Memphis, Te’hn.*., 

. addressed to | ' , , , Dallas , 

Texas, and isiro let ters .dated' Hovonber 10.- 
19 5A .• add re ss ed to l ~T . 

i Dallas, Tbxas, dated at Pto .Pierce}. 

'I. - . ‘1a 3 rx 


f j.or,iaa , bearing*' return address P^Oo Box IO7I5 - 
over the si'griatuare, of Me Bo SHEERILLo 


•T -6 ■ is: 


whose identity iff known -to the*' 
Bureau -and who supplied the irifoimation / 
reflected in the. body of this report to SA 
BEMETT Mo HIRSH in writing o _ Ihf « 
reports are, located in. Miami filef 



LEADS- 


•ALBUQUE-RQUEj BALTIMb^., BIEMIN.GHAM, CHARLOTTEV EL PASOo 
^HOUSTCSIi, LITTLE -ROCKj'LOS- : ANGELES'., L0UIS7-n.LE, MOBIIEv ' 
.NEW ORLEANS, .NORFOLK, -OKLAHOMA city; OMAHA, PHOENIX;. ‘ 
.PITTSBURGH,. SALT L’AKE CITY', SM ANTONIO, SAVANNAH,* ST<j 
LOU-IS^. .. .•. • • - 


One coj|y of this' report is being designated for 
.'each- of the, •above., offices inasmuch ^ there is .indication, 
that Mo ■B^j'BHEER-IEL has been in c.dntact wi-fch. persons residing 
in the. territories, c'ovefed by these .offices- .or that .members . ’ 
of the Advisdiy Board as listed on- the letterhead* of- the 
.ProrBoutheriiers are residents of these, ^eas », -It .-should be 
n6ted,’that, wKeie the exact address of a, member of tl^. Ad-visory 
Board was 'unknown and* the state in which he resides was the 
'only address ayailable*, .One. copy of this report has been 
designated to all offices covering -teiritory -within' that' - 
StatSo 
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" administrative" page (Conto) 


ATLANTA 

-AT ■ ATLANTA^ GEORGIA ? 

Will follow and report any relationship between 
the Pro-Sonthemers and the National Patrick Henry 
Organization, Inco, that might be recorded by informant 
coverages and other soTarcesi 

! DALLAS 


AT. DALLAS.- TEXAS 8 

Will maintain contact -with CARL HANSSONj, Chief 
of Police, Dallas, Texas, for' any additional information 
that might come to his attention regarding the activities 
‘Of the Pro-So.uthernere within the Dallas' territory o 

AT FORT WORTH. TEXAS ; 

I 

Will verify the placing of an ad appearing in 
the Port Worth "Star Telegram** on Sunday, Jxme 27 j 1954s 
soliciting 'correspondence with the. Pro -Southerners, Post 
Office Box 1071 , Ft. Pierce, Florida. Wm determine 
by what means this ad Was placed in instant paper and the 
identity of the party or parties responsible for placing 
such an ad. 

.MEMPHIS 


;AT MEMPHIS-.. TENNESSEE ; 

Will report on the, activities of HAREy ' WILLI AM 
PYLE, publisher of **The Political Reporter** it being 
noted that "The Political Reporter** is the official 
publication adopted* by the Pro-Southerners. 
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AmiNISTRATIVE PAGE (Conto) 



MIAMI 

AT MIAMI^ 'FLORIDA ^- ' ' 

. Will continue to follow and report on the acti® 
vities of the Pro-Sou'toerners in the Miami territory® 


REFERENCES ;- Miami letter to Bureau, 6/29/54® 
Buiet to Mikni, 7/13/54® . 

Miami letter to Bureau, S/3/54® 
Dallas letter to Bureau, 11/19/54® 
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Mr» Belmont - 
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Assigtani At.isorhey Ge'neral. . _ 

F,. Tompkins - ffantey 14/ 1955 


Direife.tpr, EBl 
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DECLASSIFieATIOK AUTHORITY DERIVED FROH^ 
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The;p,e is- j^iicXosod pne -oopy of- tha rep.ori; of 
fSpeoial Agen^f Melvin. ‘BcRae '^fett. dated iTanuaEiy 4*- 1955*' .at 
MiMi;: .“T- - V, ' ■- : - ‘ : 
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' You will; jaoi?e»- tliee i£?|?oHSouthernei»s is b.etnfe' used 
.a'8* 4 frpnt, byganilsation f pj» the" Association, pi Florida 
Klans and aa an Organizatlob.' frpm whlph tr.uste4' members 
can'be- r-ecpaited for. Kai5|toc.Xlah membership,. 


Thja report •i^"'bping furnished for yotir . 
.opfaa.i4erat.iph!,lh..cphnecltlon with the .pi^oyiislpns' of 
.gxppufe^ve ' Ohder l.Q}^$0;ir . . ' . ' . - • 
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FEDERAL BUREAU- OF INVESTIGATION 

ALL IHFORHATIOIX COHTAIHEg ** 
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THIS CASS oklOmATCD AT MXAMX 



. OpRO-soTzrmpiRs 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIEE!; 

DATE 07-20-2010 BY 60322/aC/LRP/PLJ/s(liJ 


{>SR100 FOR WHICH MAOS-T I RETORT MACK BY ' 


2-18V21-55 


JO SEPH Hv KEARNEY', JRv 


' I CHARACTER or CASS 


INTERNAB. SEC-m-irY - -X 


SYNOPSIS OP PACTS: 


, -Political Reporter, edited a rid-,PMbllshed--by--HARRY-^W-I-EtrIAM-PYIST^~^ 

^6G)l--S^Ijroyd“Gircle, Memphis, 'Tenn. is ■'descrihed by informant as 
being \."wtiite supremacist and anti-Semitic” paper*; 'Subject organiza- 
tion unknown 'to infornant-. 

— /Hd, 

DETAILS: Memphis Confidential -Informant T-l-i./o^aJmown. relia.— — 

bilifcy, advised "tha-t HARRY WILLp«|P^ ‘i^ a native 
of . Memphis . having moved to -th£s dddress' ip abbdt 
September, 1952. .This informant stated -ttot -ever .since he has known 
PYEE-, which has been for approximately -ten months, -he lia's • been 
' active in publishing a white supremacist paper- called ” T.he 'Pol-iti oal 
. Reporter *.* and is also' active in publishing other pamphlets of a 
sifailar nature. , He stated that FYEE has advised him that -he gets 
much of the- material -for his paper and pamphlets. 'from a fri'end of his 
in New York*. He did not identify tte- friend to informant-. 

Informant stated that all of the material which he. 
has seen in the possession of P,YEE, has been very anti-^bmitic' ahd<-'-;- 
antiH^egrq while at the 'same time being antirCommunisjl:. He stated, v;- 
that PYLE requires $2.00 a year for ,a subscription to his paper., 

”The Political Reporten”-, .and -wi-ll..'raa'il it to any point in the 
United States, He stated further tlbat PYLE at one time was seeking 
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ME-. # 105-98 

COPIES: (CONTINUED)' 

1 - Birmingham ('Info.)- (RM) 

1 - Charlotte (Info.) (EM) 

1 - Dallas ,(lnfO'. ) (RM) 

1 - El Paso (Info.) (RM)- 
1 - Roust onx (info..) (RM)' 

1 - Little Rock (info-.)' (RM) 

1 - Eos Angeles .(Info.) (RM) 

1 t- L ou isville ( Inf 0.4 -( EM.)..j . 

TT^Mob lie, (info',) (RM) 

1 - Hew Orleans ’(Info,). (RM) 

1 - 'Norfolk (info.) (RM) 

1 - Oklahoma .City- (info.) -(RM) 

1 -r Omaha (info-,) (RM) 

1 - phoenix (info.-) (-RM) 

1 - -Pittsburgh (info.) (RM) 

1 - -Salt Lake City (Ihfo. ) (RM) 
1 - San Antonio (info.) (RM) 

1 - Savannah (Info.) (RM) 

1 - St,. Louis (info-.) (RM) 

'3 - Miami (105-677) (RM) 

3 - Memphis (100-3214) (105-98) 


information which would tend to show that Hegroes conjmit more 
traffic violations in proportion to their numbers than do white 
people. The informant assumed that he would use this in his 
publication. He also s tated that PYLE was very secretive in his 
actions and although he received a considerable amount of mail^ 
ha never threw it away but burned it all -in his ba.ck yard* He 
also stated that apparently when PYLE sends' out his papers^ he 
does not mail them but ships them by Railway -Express and makes 
arrangements to have them picked up at some point in downtown 
Memphis by Railway -Express Company-. 

T-1 stated that he has never known PYLE to be 
gainfully employed, and gave the following description of PYLE: 


Age- 

Race 

Sex 

Height 

•Weight 

Hair 

Eye's 

Marital Status 
Children 


50 years 
White 
Male 
5.« 7‘‘ 

170 - 175 lbs. 

Grey (balding) 

Color ' unknown 
Married 

One -son, namp unknown, just out 
of U. S. Army; one daughter, 
name unknown, apparently former- 
ly married %nd has 2 children 
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All .ofltWfab^i^W re'side .with pp® at =his. 
hotiie-,, 3601 South Lloyd Circle' J’^Merap^ls 

*• 

ts^ 'T-l stated that 'PYLE ’a daughter who- lives, with 

litif^ery fr.e^quently ■entertains, as' a visitor a man by the na'rae of. 
'AMiPBELL. He .also stated he understands tha.t CAMPBELL' writes 
^ feome articles for >PYLE» a publications. 'Infoiniiant sta'ted' t-hat- 
he’ under s'tood that PYIB is originally f rom- St' i Louis, -Missouri,. 

‘ > ■ .Mv-nv«rg . 

:^TheYl^53?^empffis City *Dlje'ctory ^xist;e~^ HA!RRY ‘.W . 

•"'^JKfLE', wife, -PRIEDAjSpiEEi as living at ' 22 Ang'elus 'S ti» eet-._!M e.m phiai 
,x''nxt<3h9wed him as^ne owner- .of the house and* listed his oc'cupa- 
/tibh as that .of an interior decorator. 







The above infbrmtioh was obtained from irrformaht 
.on January, 15, 1953 v ®he .informant was recontacted oh June 
1954 and on February l8*, 1955» and advised that’ he ha’d‘ never' 
heard' ;PYLE mention the 'Pro-Southea^hers or any .specific organiza- 
tion. ' • ' 
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« V' 

Memphis is by. separate latter of this date advising 
the Bureau of PYDE's activities and requesting authority to conduct 
an investigation oi* him. It will be noted that files of this office 
reflect that -PYLE, has been to some indeterminate degree connected 
with the following organizations: 

“The White circle I»eague"j 

'•The National Citizens Protective Association"; 

»^phe— Southern— Knlghts'-of-the'-K-u-KL-ux--Kian«, -aka 

American Confederate Army-, ’State Association of 
the Knights of the *KK> White 'Brotherhood - 
Order of the Bethel"; 

"The Association of the Florida Klans".. 

Although this matter is being considered RUC, the 
receiving offices which are being furnished information copies 
of this report will be furnished copies of the init,ial report on 
PYLE and The Political Reporter in the event authority is rec- 
eived from the 'Bureau to initiate a comprehensive investigation. 

Information copies of this report are be^ng fur- 
nished the designated offices, as they received copies of refer- 
enced report and in some cases have received copies' of other 
reports in which PYEE is mentioned, 

- INFORMANTS - 


IDENTITY 
OP SOURCE 

DATE OF ACTIVITY 

and/or description 

•OF INFORMATION 

DATE 

RECEIVED 

AGENT TO 
WHOM 

FURNISHED 

PILE NO. 

WHERE 

LOCATED 

•P -1 Is 1 

L MPD, 
neighool* of 
subject 

General information 
re Political 
Reporter 

> 

1 - 15-53 

SA WILE- 
lAM H. 
mWRENCE 

105-76-1-3 


Recontact 

6 -ih -54 

SA JOSEPH 
H. KEAR- 
'NEI, JR'. 

100-2371-10 


- 

2-18-55 

tt It 

Originally 

reported 

herein 


REFERENCE: Report of SA MELVIN Me RAE ^TT dated January 4 , 

1955 at Miami. 
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wne WHHM 
MADS ^ 


**PSRIOBrOH'V/HICH MAOS 


Rsponrr MADS or 


■ DALLAS' 


PRO-SOUTHERNERS . 


2/28/5q' 2/11-; JOHH W, FAIN . 


CKARACTSR or CASS 


.INTERNAL SECURITY - X 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS; 

Chief 'of Police, Dallas-, Texo j. adyised he- will .furnish, any » 

: fur.ther information he’ recei'/es on Pro-Southerners o M* B* 
-,.^r^SEE2lILL-,-Secre*tary-I&hager-«of;^Ero-So.utherner.s.,^Eort.5J£ieroe=,_ 
■ EIao'>, reported to have requested the .'Classified' Department 
' ; > 'of “Port Worth Star-TelegramH,- Port Worth, ‘-Tex* ,• •fcb. run .the’’ 

■ followdhg' ads' “V/HITE PEOPLE OP AMERICA. -If you 'believe in 
, ■ ■ and want to keep white, supremacy; segregation, ' and our . 

, American way of lifo;| write." Pro-Southerners', P. 0, Box 'I’OTl# 
Pt,- Pierce';' =Plo)?lda% , Ahb've ad run under- "Personal Items" 

• in issue of Star-Teiegr'aia f or .Stinday, (>/2T/$^^ 


DETAILS S' At Dallaisj Texas t. 


T' 


•REQ* f.r^D 
- DjV.c rcrtrf, 


The f ollo^Jihg' investigation was conducted hy Special 
Agent, 'VINCENT E. DRAIN. ' ' ' ' . 

" ' ■ Chief of Police Ci^^HANSSON, Dallas police Depart-:. 

•' ' ' ment, ad'tised on Pebruary 2,"l955.»- that. *in. the .event he 

, received any more* inf qrmation .in* regard t‘o' the Pro-Southerners, 
• ' hie -Hrill advise this -Office v ■ ' - ' 


Ikp 


coeiics or this report 



Bureau (io5-2861|.5) 

^ (REOISTERED MAIL) 

$ •- .Mi^. (.105-677) (register 

' MAIL) 

2 - Dallas- '(105-U.52) 


PROPERTY.OF FBI— Thlsreport' Is loaned to you by'.the. FBI, .and. ne I thermit nor its contents are to be 
''/ > distributed pii'tslde.the agency towhich-lc^ed.-^ 
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The following investigation was coiidueted by Special 
Agent JOBE 'W. PAIES 


[ 


On February 2, Me 


Is Port. Iffortb S.tar-T^legraBii a- aaiay newspaper? p r ort ■ 

Worth, Sex^s, madd available a copy of instant classified 
ad of the Star~!Eelegj?am f or Sunday,, June 27^ 19 which 
is being maintained in the Dallas’ B*ileo ’ It was "observed- 
that the followii^' ad appeared printed under ^‘Personal items” 
on'Page .6/Sebtioh 3 s ”WEI3)JS‘‘ PEOPLE OP ,Ai®lICA, If you. 
believe in and want to keep white supremacy, segregation and 
our American i^ay of life., wr.ite Pro-Southerners, P* 0, Box 1071, ' 
Pto Pierce, Florida,” 


Phone 


Mp.o 
on the 


£ 


etter 


made available- a letter dated June 23, 
head of Pr’o-Southerners, P, 0, Box 1071, 
939-M,- Port Pierce,. Florida, and signed' M, B, SHERRILL, 
Secretary-I-lanager, addressed to the- Port Worth Star-Telegram,. 
Attentions Classified Advertis.ing Department, and* enclosing’ 
§5,00 with a request that the above ad he run in the Sunday 
is sue June 27, 1954-p of the Star-Telegram, A subscription 
•to the Stmday issues* of the S-jbar-T©legram was also requested, 

r 

It was observed that the letterhead .of Prd-SoUtherners 
oontaine.d the following pi*ihted matters ' ”A Chartered Enit 
of the Patrick Henry Organization, -Inc," and also, "Organl 
Ized for Po.litical Action Against Racial Mixing and Communism 
in the South"’, ’ . ' 

The. letterhead also set forth .the names of HARRY 
®'^^E of Tennessee , as. Bo^d Chairm an, and 
11 1 5 "^Se or e tarv ~Mianage'r , '5?Se following member s... of the • 

Ad-yi sorv Boa cSw^e .'als.6 listed s ROBER^jtPSUa^SOE, 

J. 



'WI^EWIS-, Arkansas 


//if, s, 

■— RUC — 


c-f ^ Se o 7 H Chh 


- 2 
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REPERMGE - 

• * ' ' 

Repdrit of Special Ageni; K^vnii’MO! RAE -JEUij Dated 
janimry l}., 19555 . ■> , - 
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Me, Kojapbls CA>0^-98) 


Kaccl^ 9,. ±9$^ 


iniroQtoS^,- tBX 


m^.OTH}HBa»ISRS' ■ 
tiiTBRNA^ r-BOimt-anr r x 


J ' J 


iiiTBRNAt r-BOimi-anr r X • ,^'V - ^ A 

jR^ofoyonp© ra'poipb M iToaopli Kqaimpy, i dated. 2-2$-^^$* \ 

Bittfoau. .pdplpa o£ havp 'booh declaBsl;flod* . You, arq 

Instrhoto.d tci dobl.aaailf^- .j:6ip?'>cbpiea arid, adyipe .al3;jbf4'4‘®‘^s_ 
redpivlhg'oopies' of tM's vepqht t6 .dp' "i3}caw^aq* 


^ a/ 


2oc -r SA’ci Maral (ip.^~6tT)' 




GI!Vr:bap 
(6:). . ■ 


to’ 




Em 


Of which wpuld ’.^e' detriment aO; to the security 

the ehited’ States, ^ . 


ToIsoa*-5*«^ 

Boardman 

l^lmont* 

Mohr,.. ..iT; 
^Pai^soS^ j. 
*Rcg eh.. ..I u 
Taom 
$1200^1 
Viotepr^d^ 

aMe,M«n» 

tHollodsaa 




- ^ 
r * ..u 



jecowd^s- 

W' ^ 


m - 


VST-zr. 


1? » 11 19551 


MM 9^-19.55 i 
..MAilep 24 




■ 

It’-' ' ' 


‘Mi 

6^ 




ALL IHFORHATIOU COHTAIHEI^ V / 

HEBEIir IS rarCLASSIFIErj 

DATE 07-20-2010 BY 60322/OC/LRP/PLJ/sd^ 


SkG, Miami {lP$r6l'7\ 


jtme. alt, 


. Director, TO C‘1P5-^861}.5)- 

■<^^ROrrSOTO!HEBWS ... 

. -jirrERHAIi .‘SSCURI??^ -5C 

Rotii*lot dated May -27, 195^;, captioned .Jlpxight? of- 
the Kuklos ^lan^ lSrX« wlie3?oin yo'iajjis^d that the papW 
onganizatioh .ia a front for thp Knighlss of the Kufclos Klan . 
apd> therefore, the .case pn .the, ,prp-Southerriers is oeing 
closed^ ■ / ■ _ 

- ' A review ..of jBufiles reifieots. i;hat in ’the r^drt of. 

spopial -Agent HeXyln McRae Jett, ^ated .J^huary J9|5f in 
the captioned matter, It jias reported .that the- .pro-southerners* 
is also a front organizatioh for the Association ^of Florida 
K.lans. ■ ' , ^ ‘ 

In th 9 - evept the Pro-Southerners .is c.pnnepted dnly 
vlth the KhigUts hf the 'Kuklda Klan you ’may close the case 
administratively. Moweyor, in- the. event the, Pr.O-Southerners 
• Is. in any way connected with, diiy other organization you should 
maintain* the '..case in .a. pon.ding sta.tus. xpu are instructed 
to advisp the- current- status of prd-Southorners and snomit 
your rocbmmoxidatlons In 'this mattpr. . - 


CPW’jhas 

■ , ■ (to 

.Bcardoan ^ 

'Belmont 

P^fsons..,,..^ I 
-Rc^^en 

" Si2oo 

Qandy 
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f^£C0RDBp^6? 


3UH1 41355 
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fmUM •• UNITED STiTBS GOVEENMENT 


TO : 7.'T ' 

? "AO. f1iV5-A'?'7\ T 

^ ’ ■ ■ : ' ' ■ ■ ALL IHFOPHATION' COHTAIHEg 

SUBJECT: -W^r, •VTT?V'- wT,.. i;.> HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIElj' 


DATE: , 3 - * 
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^ Fpc» W'is in ivy i.^.. , 

■ cf* J'vT<‘ *- 1 ■’I'l'n, ii'lCT'id.-* /ind W’'' ci' -'ir'fc*' 

; HoV.rv'TtF'-" cii'ni^-n, 1nc», oi 0:>ly'v-rT>* '"'■.ct* 

ni-it rf t,v-a+ <'.r 'fra ai■ar^^fc ? •on ., At 1 1 p it. vnn, oNar^i .r*? 1 

1 i 5>H 1 L v''-’''- Mn fvrni -i- •'-d - 

iv. f. .■■'•'iptic-fl In th'- r-'a'.ty h-»- rin •* n fr<Ti tj..^ 

//■ FtitricV H.-.nf'.* ?^3Vyi r.nc. •tr^'-nl^ati'cn nfiicidi 

\ inforr'at ji-'n » ijvrii b^'- 1 1 — >s iV-iX.-.d t,o ■'< t.w nny >:-.ntr'>l 

\ nl'.'st -“-light. t1-<^ 

A Pro 'f." a'* yn r'r^sv.ijj^bl.-.n .*r r., ct^f>-fci;sy/^d i.’oit of tb.aii 

\ ('.-£'•» Vi i 'ry '^ti--<’“ ♦ Tc» tb-- .-’“■rtr'frv Infor'i’-.nt'ir.n -tt-at, b. 'vr. rrdn 

- --vinabjn to tiic T'^dani Ir.-iir-innr. til* at Vt, r*^tVtnint 

. -ii'’.>d f-b#! Frr- ."'•••.n.i-h''‘m^‘r''’ , ainc«^ it'^ incf^rtic-’O, or. a -rnpis-r 

r.-r »?;*rilggitdAn t-, -.nr-lb-’itfo^V-iit. . r--irrvvac nj;~y -t 

-I- h ••> 'Beat — t> nytT- c - ii” ' • o 

.->■P-^-^ "^ > -i - y. yv c3 

■•ri,y>.i rnrdTtal n«?on al?it.'~ri;«'' vltn ". ^ « ■■-fT''F;XTl ^.'^^'vt l I 

I ftbo Fro roi'tbcjnr-r? . Fi t '•.■;c‘''tn-r...'-ir> io 

;>m'’ici^'‘r-f;d n** nitr a T;p''»*,b.cr. ot larr(» snd has dn-ilrat-^d 
T.'rtat bo fp~l«j t-Fnt ’■•^’nb-'rr>t,5ri-f of t>*-' fro ■.■orthom''r^ 

fjp'fb r” at- Jnr'^o r.'th..r ti^'-r ■nnt'ivT' irPiYi'.''jal -nnito or* o'*at't*r'^- 
of ti-, 1 *' o:''-yo<Tii?-tion. ■ .'J .. 

Tn .bi.lv, ^‘T. v''tTJI TTi-n ani-'Toint cd a'’ ^ 

71t.-n 'ri tb'i A.f'='nci ation of Flrtr-L'i'i flor.' i'-v" '• JXIT .'*' "X''', 

■yho ■‘.an.'T’fsor -"xd Crir i loy if.-ir of -‘•M i*-' cvr-r^rjl" ..ticn. At tbot 
tin-t. iFL‘-.trii« in-31 C'.t-nd tp | | tt..nr, t.i-o Iro .V tl-orr-orn . 

v, Y.i'il b-' rc'-.-3 a-5 n fron^ crvaniP't.ion for thOj 3n.nociatlvn of 
Florida j I'n'i •'■r.H -th.nt frotn it-o ■•. '‘tHrcbir* t.rn .a-tod •*-3'-*b-ro ■w-rldv 

b-*> ‘iQi^'ct od fo.r full Flan t-s-vib ir-obir. ?i*ortV', ■'rv=aft^ r , // -..ic 

j that fr.-i-i ./*-.an - •r''«+ lOn '':?nh-i££. 'f^ 

ornoofod .an tv«0"’-h F?-ri.TT.7- .o-’l a.^TprTTT --'..r-* fr.rtb- r -fi-rt. 

Tfln inf •^r’oa-'- ■’ rrt v ••-s alno y -rifTod at notroxi*' i-nnly tbo ":“n- 

0’'-aTl?r.v D . 

I0U77 >^WiDw-6!, /QisZJ 
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^ JUL 3 J955 
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I 


letter to -Ulrgcfcor-, TO .. 


July 7, 


iime -by l U ftg advised that 6R.IPPX^t h^d^'^a^a-the * ' 

rdiaatfe tnat tie tad not Tddjsivt^d.any JnlormatioS .from 'SH^|p:|,l-: , 
whdt •prof^e$^§ he was- njakin?? it organiaaTi^'ng ‘^ijita 
Asso eta tl Old’ of. Florida Klansjiii -the -Southern area 
■FlorxaS.^ In NOvemh^r-j 1954 tMs^ rae further, verified - bv ~- ' 
infop/nation ^-eoeived. ty l n whicVl^inaioated th^t. ^H^RSIhl^ 

.was no longer- affi-iLiated: wits' -the Association of Slorxda.'icians ’- 
-hat .^ns-tead h^ h’een^art:inoijjted- as^he^Jra-nd-^agon-'-^r 
State of Florida for the ■i^ni'ffbt.s. of Kuklos Kla&y ah' argandjaatio i 
.allei^adly patented 'aften/t^ .foi-^lipc Kiaus I 

idefttuffed: KARR7 of Memphis. tenne sseW as ^t>ne ^ 

Imperial iDra^^on of tbid bVgaTOatlon. H kilo adviped'' 


-that thie. or^anizataon’ was Rational, in acope. Which, wae in- ' 

whereda/wiTOAli -j. 

CiRIPPfli .waa alloyed by SHlSRRIXlf to- he ■ inti^ested" only in. a - 
.state, klan_-QrFapisation. From -the =^in£orraatidn available ^it . 


Pro Southehnehp in coyre.^Pondehce’-regarding> 5 ther Knight? of the ‘ 
Kukl0.. Kl4».- . 

■ ' ;. V' [ has, also. .^yised that HA-RltT- WiLitmi PO^.TO.Tr: ' ■^': 

resigned- his pogltibn. aic- yie.e--Pres£dent .of the Fatr-ick ilen-ry " 
AsSo^ati^ and gave -aa; hi? reason th4t h§ was ' d%votinr- fijil-' time 
t?o ' * . ' ’ - 

- -Ih view of- all available information it nsw-.arosars-that^ 
-the 'P ro Southerners "was orig inally formed bv ' B. '.SHBRRH.X as..=’i. 
a paper- or-.ia?ont orFan^.zatx^-^to' be. -iisVd f oy the.-hfin-Af.i r. - of ^hy 
.Kfen pryania^-UiOU with .Vhicir"he might be^ associated. '''XM? wiil-' ■ 
also exrlairi'^ifhy ,at. ope time: thd Pro Southerners *wa?.- identified 
as a front organizatiop fpr. -the -Association of Florida Klahs.and-- 
haa sttbsacpiently been ^described as a front brganidatioti'fcjr the 
Knights -of 'the Kukids Klan^ ' ' . ^ 

...it isi pointed- out that this organisation may" also be 
used 'aes a front organisation for-.addi-tional klan organizations , -. - 
if and." when H'.. P* SHSHRIjl^ changes hiss affil.iati'bn from one 'klau''- 
to -another.'^: As there -%* -»«'* -’^'nd'^'‘’' atibrf. of the -Pro 'Sbutherners 
^jS'iSting as -ah organized unit~urid-xt- apne'ars."to- h&..binl‘^ a Tia.vie '~ 
usSd^ by- to pX'Strmpute' •■literature^nd' to cover up 


a«El!?gRii?Bgi3Saaeniitf^ 



7, 1955 




5 


letter tq the THircctor, PP-I - 


7hpj;is&r»>, TI4.0. -the Miami Office will continue the 
Pro ?onthernero in a clQ^ect s’t'Ataa -gri report all .information 
relating' to tti.'s orr^anisation tinder the -inv'^Rtir^tion entitled 
Kni<3-hte of the Knklon Flan, tbo- or ‘ionization which -HFRHTI»I» 
i®! presently a.ff iliat>**d , 





3 »- 



ALL INFOEHATIOH COHTAIHE^ 

HEPEIH IS raiCLASSIFIEri T 

DATE 07-20-2010 BT 60322/UC/LRP/PLJ/sdl^ 
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l-Williams 


Saptambac 2Stf 19^5 




■Diracl/or, PBX (105-38072) 

t * * 

* -I » ^ * 

MIGH'iJS OP SHE? iCOKIOS HtAH - • 

jrierhaio sscoRisr x • ^ 

* * I - 

" Rarop SA ltOon 0*. prior dated ''?-5-55* 

^ * « 

Information' set forth in- rerop indicates captiraod 
organitation Is-nonoxistent and thla-ca‘ge».i-/aa -cloood by_:the 
Kiami Office ^th tho subrnissibn of nerbp. 

* 'i|^ 

prior to- Bur can apprbval .of your closip^ this pasb. 
it is dosirod that- you advise the atatp'? of the ^ro«»56uthornbrs» 
By letter 5-?27-55 you advised that'^ro-iBouthemers is a front 
for the' Knights of the Kuklos Rian and,, therefore, activities 
of ' tho'prd-Sdutherners would be roportod ih connection with - 
the captioned organization*. At, thAt ti^^ the- case on , . 

prb-aouihernars was closed by your .office-* • 

in the event prb-Sbuthomert is active and .you desire 
to cioao the case on the paptiono.dorganizatioh the case., on 
pro-Sbutherners .should be reopened'** 


- i| » f 
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GPW:^. 
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:Tolsoa - 
'’B^rdcan .iL 
JtllVhols 
l^lmoot *»1 

Mohr 

Parsons 

Rosen,.- 

Tamm 

Sfepo ij, ,,,*.. 

* Pintcrfowd 
Tele. Rooi^ . 
HollofioiD,^ 
<jandy> 


- ip5-286lj5 ( pro-southerner s) 
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REPORT MADE AT ' ‘ 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

DATE WHEN 
MAOS ’ 

12-8r55 

PERIOD POR WHICH MADB 

■9-6;i5i30'j' 

12-2,5,6-55. 

•REPORT UMZ DY 

JOSEPH H, KEARNEY-,. JR. PJ 
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Jt 

THE POLITICAL REPORTER 

A 

CHARACTER OF CASS 

INTERNAL SECURITY - X 


H 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS; . > ... . 

Pui)iication of “The Political Reporter"' has heeh discontinued- 1>y 



1 l£!sHe3’’'^^rwH5ately nine nei‘ghb6rHdpd''”Pro-Soutftern'ers“.groups 
in Memphis and; claims to. liave^:700 inembep''iri' Memphis; PTOE also 
claims' the organization has/ a'tibut ' 700 , 0 " members, through the' country* 
The groi^h of "lihe Pro-Sbuthernbrs has crea'bfed dissension between 
PYLE and other individuals that'he"ha's interested in; Pro-Southerhes , 
PYLE’ believed to be, using Pr6TSoutherners''as front for itoights of 
the Kuklos Klan, al'bhbugh '.there‘"^is"h6t’toown to be . a^ organiza- 
tional connection between -the two ’'groups i 0h'T’“^7"55). PYLE' spoke 
atV'Walttut"Hidge, Ark; 'meeting' protesting' i'htegratidnr in. .public 
schools at Hoxie>, Ark., and identi'f’ied.’'hiraself as cbnnected with 
Pro-Southerners., 'PYLE .p'bssibly 'cbfihe,cted wi-bh distribution of 
anti-integratibh'mimebgraphe'd'letters in Memphis purportedly issued 
by "The Pioneers of .Tennessee.” PYLE also known to have .dis- 
tributed literature of Federation for Constitutional Government, 

New 'Orleans-, which is .designed to affect unification' of all.*anti- 
■integration 'forces. • J 
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m # 100-3214 
DETAILS: 


I. PRESENT STATUS OP .THE POLITICAL REPORTER 


On September 15, 1955, Memphis Confidential Informant 
T-1, an- individual who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised that The Political Reporter was apparently the per- 
sonal project of HARRY WILLIAM PYLE, arid that the publication thereof 
was completely dependent on> PYLE, Informant noted* -that FYI^ has riot 
published The Political Reporter since the June, 1955 ‘issue. Informant' 
gained the impression that although PYLE' .continues to be extremely 
interested, in The Political Reporter, that =he has not had in recent 
_ra6ntha .sufficient. i*unds.-to'- publish -i-'t-. Informant .-a-lso -stated, ■tha't’ 

PYLE has been so interested in' the promotion of an, organization known, 
as th^ Pro-Southerners that, he has had little time for The Political 
Reporter. Informant also pointed .out -that PYLE has- been extremely 
active in the local affairs of the Knights of the Kuklos* Klan, which, 
appears to be ? Affiliated with the Pro-Southerners ; Informant stated 
both of these organiza,tions- are combating all types of racial inte- 
gration, arid .that PYLE is extremely interested in their welfare. 

Regarding The Political Reporter, the above informant 
also advised on September 30, 1955.^ that P'XLE' still had made no 
effort to- publish a current edition ;of The Political Reporter .. 

Informant noted that PYLE has in the past published .the paper ori -a' 
small mimeograph machine; that he cuts his ‘ovra. s.t eric iis, and Writes 
much of his qwn;.'material. Informant noted*duq .to the fact that PYLE 
is very inefficient in the use of a tjpe.wr.iter- and it takes a great 
amount of time for him to get out The Political Reporter^, that'' this 
probably accounts for his neglecting the paper- as he .has been very 
busy With loca-i activities- of the Pro-Southe'rners.. 'On -December 5^ 1955 ^ 
the above informant advised that PYLE" had definitely discontinued The 
Political Reporter and had -no intention' at the present, time to publish 
it- again in the forseeable future.. 


II, OTHER AGT-TOTIES OP HARRY WILLIAM .PYLE , 
EDITOR- OF THE .. POLITICAL- REPORTER- ' ' 
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On September 8, -1955 # -Captain 


L .Detective 

.Division, Memphis Police -Department, advised S A WILLIAM-^ H, LAWRENCE an in- 
formant of his who had furnished- reliable information in the past, advised 
that 'on September 4, 1955, a .bulletin was placed in his car, which 
v:as parked at Mayfield and Jackson Avenue in Memphis, which invited^ 
the recipient thereof to attend' a ^meeting :of the Pro-^'Southerner.s 
which was to be held at the home' of H ARRY WILL IAM PYLE, 3b01 S. Lloyd 

M ^ ^ -1 V*i _ ^ Jt I It 0< 4 ^ TtVli 


Circle, on September 7. 1955. Captain | ‘S-. informant attended the 

meeting, and stated, that PYLE showed him an. laentification card bearing 


the number 286 and. the. words Grand Wizard KKK. 


that there- were 


Informant stated to Captain^ ^ 

eight people at this meeting. He also' sta'cea a vb, MONTGOMERY was 
present, -and that the • inf ormant believed Dr. MONTGOMERY was the State 
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e Pro-Southerners, -Informant' .stated further to. 
u another man knoVm to him 'only, as ”Biil‘^ but who he 
believes to be the 'Secretary and .’Treasurer of the Pro-Southerners for 
Tennessee# was present. Informant -stated ’that PYLB^was 'the principal, 
'speaker# and that PlffiE*s speech was* .deyoted to anti— Negro# antl-Jewls'h# 
and anti-Gathollc statements. 


Informant, also stated to Captain | r that the Pro- 

Southerners claimed*''to have 400 memb'ers in Memphis# 1000 in the state, 
5000 in Texas and also claimed that ninety per .cent of the white 
j>opUlation of both'piorida •and\ Alabama. j.re members, th^^ .Jnfgrm^t 
was of -the opinion' that ’mekbership in the organization *was being soli.-, 
cited in Memphis in .order to- form a political pressure group, t.o use , 
during the November .10# 195.5 Memphis Oity Election. 


Informant stated ‘t.o Captain- 


that he was g'iven 


four applications* -for membership in the P.r.o-S 9 utherners and was’ .giyen- 
a booklet bearing the caption, ’’The Negro in a Soviet America ■# written 
by JAMES W. FORD -'and JAMES -S'. ALLEN, Informant noted this booklet bore 
the name of The* -Eolitloa l Reporter stamp.ed there.in. Informant, also 
advised Captain ' " “ ' *" 


her 8^ 1955 at the home 




t. hflt another meeting was 'planhe d for Septem- 


of 


Informant also stated -another *mee.i;ing was . pj.annea t 
1955 at 8:00 >M‘ at| |> the home of .orie [ 

#*• n ^ ^ 


1. -Memphis. 


piftftnaa 1 , 'or^'September 9> 




j-yoo av o:uo aji\ i> «*./«» y* ,*.-..*- | , 

informant pointed put if the crowd attending the meeuxng au | fs 

home was sufficiently large the meeting would be -moved to Rah-ey s 
.Grocery .Store located at the rear of Sharp, and Holland Streets . 


Informant stated to Captain | | that PYLE appeared; 

from his speech to 1oe the organizer of the Erq-coutherners for the 
entire 'southern area, and that the- boas’ is a raaij ty the 
"Kelly”, who bpars the .title,- of Cyclops in the Rights of the Kluklos 
Klan. Informant was of the opinion that Kelly was recently released 
from 'a Fe’deral P.enite.ntiary, where he’ had. been sentenced as a result 
of his membership in the Klan. 

' Oh September 6, 1955 T-1, supra,- advised that he had 
observed a list of individuals in P3rLE’s possession, which Abased on ^ 
-.comisents of .P'YLE# ,'J)elieved to be the members and leaders of the . 
'■iKHght^rof'-tTie: Klan in Memphis; . Informant made available a 
lisV of' 'these' names ‘.and stated so far as he been ahlb ,, t.o determine 
these are all of the members of the Knights of the Kukloa pan .in - 
Memphis : , 

(PNU.) WORTHINGTON - Kakhan f 

■(ENU) STONE-.- Kakhan. 

Dr. (FNU.’) MONTGOMERY - Scorpion 
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P. K. LASHBROOK - Kakhan 
(PNU) BOND’S?- Kakhan 
HOWARD WHITE - Kakhs^n 
RAY WHITE. - Kakhan- 


T-1 stated with; r.egard to tho above, that PYLE , 

, coramohly refers to himself as the Imperial Dragon of the Knights 
of the Kukibs Klan and commonly r.efers to WILKJRSON as the Grand- 
Dragon.,-. This -informant pointed out so far .as he has been able to, 
ascertain there' are no regularly scheduled Knights of 'KufcTos Klan 
meetings,,int..Memphis.,— and-that-*PYLE, -a-Iong-wi-th-.'D‘rv T-y^R-, -MONTGOMERY? -- • “ 
who informant stated is identical -w'ith the above MONTGOMERY, and JOELj 
WILKERSON, 'will call bn other Kuklos Klansmen ar;d‘ Ascuss Klan- business 
Informant, stated .that he has ' been abl.e to obtain no inf orma.tibn that , 
the Klan is engaged in any- activities -or is planning to engage in. .such 
activities as' cross burning' .or the .wearing of' rob.es or other regalia 
commonly associated 'with the Ku'kIux Klan organization'. 


Informant pointed put that there- .appears to be.no close- 
• organizational tie between the Knights of the Kuklos K-lan and the 
‘Pro-Southerners The .latte.r organization is described by informant; 
as being an'*^en- mass type organization, active ,-in the Menphis area, 
and supported- by the above members of the IQii’ghts of 'the. -Kuklos Klan>: 
Informant was of -the- opinion, howpver, that ..PYLE’ and -his associates 
in the Knights of the Kuklos. Klan'.woiild. vise/ the; large .membership of . 
the,. Pro-Southerners as a field' for- recruitment into, the Knights of -the 
’Kukibs Klan^ ' ' ' • v 
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Regarding^ the aboYe. individual’s?, informant believes that 
"PNU" STONE - Kaldiah is po ssibly identical wi th. WILLIAM -STONE of ’283J. 
Birchwood orl I'bf 1 b. - both Memphis . Informant 

believes that ..the above 'mentioned STONE .is most like.ly WILLIAM STONE . 
as PiaElns described' this iridividua-L -as , being -thb Secretary-Treasurer 
of one of the major 'groups of the Pr'o.-Southerners; in Memphis and 
possibly of -the entire Mgmph'is group-, r- ’ 

On September . 6 ,. -1955> T-1, supra, made available , to this 
office a three- page brochure- issued by .the Federation for Gonstitu— 
.tional Government, This literature .reflected that* the temporary 
headquarters of the Federation for Constitutional Government were 
located at- '801 American Bank Building, P. 0. Box 86> New Orleans. 6, 
Louisiana. Informant- stated a large number of these brochures ’had. 
been received recently by HARRY JtfILLIAM PYLE": Informant -was. of/ the 

opinion that PYLE , .had received' the "literature . of the Federation for 
Constitutions! Government frota..M,;^V,, SHERRELL, Fort P.ierce, Florida. 
Informant noted recently* PYLE- had written to SHERRELL requesting* that 
he send to PYLE pro-segregation material .which PYLE .could distribute 
.or sell, and that in .recen.t weeks PYLE had been -busy .mailing- out a ^ 


o 
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volume, of the above mentioned brochures in the vicinity of Memphis, 
Informant noted that the Federation for ConstituJ;ional Government was 
apparently designed,' according to its literature-, to coordinate the 
^activities of fhe various pi^-Jegregation groups presently operating 

*in the south. ' 

' ■ ' »( 

^ Regarding the ab^ove, mentioned M, V, SHERREIjL> Memphis 

Confidential Informant 'T-2, an 

information in the past, advised on May 17^ .1954 that M, V. SORRELL 
of Port Pierce, Florida was forming an- organization known 
Ppo-Southerners, a pro-segregation organization, and that PYLE “®P®® ’ 

that ^ nucleus of a Knights of the”KukIbs Klar\ organization in Plori 
could be formed consisting ot various leaders’ pd members of th© 
Pro-So.utherners .• Informant stated that SHERRELL had given him the 
definite impression that one of. his partners^ in this venture would b 
HARRY' -p-LLIAM PYLE of Memphis, Tennessee. 


•• ■ Oh .September 23, 1955, Sergeant F ASPOL, 

Jonesboro j Arkansas, advised SA ESTES G. COLEl^N that ne nad > 
attended the rally at Walnut Ridge, Arkansas on September 17, 1955 
which was .sponsored by the Citizens Committee of Hoxie. Sergeant 

I . 1- j Titr-r TO n*H "HVlia 
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nadvissd ‘bhat. PYLE made a short talk at the rally and a3 he 
recalled PYLE stated he was connected with the Pro-Southerners in 


Mernnhis Sergeant I — — ^stated that PYLE assured the Citizens 

•SSlI^e IS HoSe' that.thJ organization in Memphis would, help, in 
any way possible* but. did not want any violence. 

The Walnut Ridge newspaper, "The Times Dispatch."/ dated 
September 22, 1955,. listed among the speakers i n .t he above mentioned , 
rally on September 17, 1955,. the name of HAi®Y .WILLxAM 
Phis and .quoted' PYLE as stating he was head ;^of an organization waown 
as the Pro-Southerners which is fighting infegration in Memphis, 

Regarding PYLE’s attendance, at the above meeting, T-1, 
supra, advised on September 15, 1955, it was’ PYLE's intention 'to -attend 
the rally and make a speech .denouncing, racial integration in -the 
public schools in Hoxie, Arkansas.. 

The Memphis Commercial Appeal, a daily newspaper, in 
the September 30., 1955 issued, contained' the following article: 

"MBETINGS*. .BElilG'':HELD BY 'PROrSOJJTIiERNERS 
Retention of Segregation Among Aims 
of Group 

"An organization co-founded by ’a. retired Memphis con- 
tractor and dedicated' to .retaining' segregation in schools and ’’ft.aying 

the hand- that w6u-id mongrelize the white’ race » is sponsoring neighborhood 

■' ' 
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membersihlp tneelJlngs thr.o\ighput the city and county, 

"Khovra .as »Pr.o-Soutliernens‘, the organization claims 
more than '700' members in nine Memphis and She.lhy •Gpunty groups „ 

“Harry William Pyle,. -a retired, decorating contractor,, 
said he founded Pro-Southerners' last ‘-year with iM‘* V , Sherre.y.. of Fort 
Eierce, Fla, Mr. Pyle is national -chairman,, while Mr, Sherrell- serves 
as secretary-treasurer ». National headquart.ers f,.are <in Fort Pierce . 

“Mr. Pyle, who spoke at an .orga nization al meeting,_i|La 

helgfihdrKood south' of the'Airport' .last .night, said ProrS.outherners 
has about 7,000 members ip all 48 -states. 

" ’We are holding meetings here -every week- night, and 
hope to have 75 groups functioning in Memphis and" Shelby 'County 
within the 'next few months , .' he .said . . * 

“Pro.-Southerners is- circulating minepgraphed circulars, 
warning that the National Asso'ciatioh for the Advancement of .Cplor.ed 
People (NAACP) *is organizing to. whip the white 3 ?ace into subjection 
and racial mixing.' Labeling this 'a communist- move, ' the circular 
poses the ciuest3,ons, *Are you on their side?* *Are you ,'a^Mixie-crat? 
* 6 r are you a Pro -Southerner?'' 

9 'We -are absolutely opposed to any violence,' Ito. Pyle, 
said, ^'and we think that by organizing' we .can. avoid any violence.' 

" "Mr. Pyle listed the following as officers of Pro- 
S'oUthernef S' -on the local le-v.el; Joel Wilkerso'n,. insurance man, county 
chairman; Dr, T', R. Montgomery, Memphis -physician, county vice chair- 
man; and Mrs. Ruth Moody.;. -secretary. Due are $2 a year., and are 
divided equally between, national and' local offices. 

"Mr. Pyle, who lives at 3601 $outh Lloyd Circle, r,an 
ninth among nine candidates for city comraissionpr posts in the 1931 
municipal election.. -He organized "the Loyal. Order of American^ here 
in the early' 1930 s’. The order was ah organization- of workers seeking, 
old age and unemployment insurance and repeal of the l 8 th (Prohibition) 
Amendment. In 'early .depression days, he served as chairman of the . 
Memphis Dneraployed Citizens* League,* 'a group which gave aid -to' unem- 
ployed person's." 

During recent months various' individuals in Memphis, 
Tenness.ee have called -bo the attention' of this .office letters .received 
by them bearing only the -signature of "The Pioneers of Tennessee. 

On September 30, 1955^ T- 1 ,- supra, advised that HARRY 
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WILLIAM PYLE had a large quanitity of letters which had heen Issued 

by •"■The" Pioneers pf Tennessee."' The- informant 

PYLE had allegedly obtained -these letters from PRANK 

that PYLE intends to pass them out to his friends and to read excerpts 

from them at various meetings of the P^^O"Southerners.. These leg^^ 

first came to the attention of the M®™Phi? Office in July of ^955* 

One- of these letters furnished by Confidential Informant T-3^ an 
indiyiiiuai who 'has furnished reliable information in the past, is • 
as follows: ' 


-"Tip PIONpiRS OP' TENNESSEE' 


"Dear Priend:- 

"Allow us. to- express our deepest appreciation for. 
your efforts- 6o overcome -the racial- problem- ip the South.. 
Without -your c 'odrpe ration the' school se'gregation would vS'^ili 
be- in effect. l can. as sure -you. /that .we 'wil^ l.ive up to, all 
standards the vihite man has been psed to. 

•■ ■■ ’■ ^ ^ , 

"While .we have the' race- mongers; • oh the defensive we 
must not release the,, pressure we -hayp, exe'3?tqd, upon them. We 
must turn a ' deft ear to their p.reabhings of race,^ hatred and 
.bigot ory. Also, we must exert._ dur wa-th upon - those who are 
striving to keep the' 'colored ;man :Ui economic- bondage, .we 
read in the Bible, where Gos made 'man in his ovm- image . We 
have- ho proof that he is. -white instead of colored. 

"Again, we call upjoh -you -to support tnore .legislation 
to hasten an -end to -the racial" problem-. We are preparing -a 
bill to go before -congress in' the ‘future to ’prevent whites from 
marrying whites and -boiored from marrying -colored-. This will, 
end -the- racial problem in only two generations. 
to write your- congressman and. .Senators, to. support, this .bil,i. 
Also' ask all of your , -friends, .td'. do likewise* 

We -thank you- sincerely, 

THE PIONEERS -OP TENNESSEE," 


An additional le-tter reportedly issued bv The' Pionger s- 

of .Tennessee* which was furnished this, office by Mr. 

Memphis, is .as follows:, 

".THE .PIONEERS' -OP TENNESSEE^ 

'"Dear -Friend: 

"We are' -att emting an .eniightment of -the :Hiia‘sB-es. of- 'west. 
Tennessee in regards to 'the -local, election. We hope .you will 
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inform allyour friends of, c,onditions . ‘We. Mst. prevent the. 
regime of ohe late capitalist leader from going- any farther. 

* ' "-The local capital.ist- lea'der who lives in Arkansas- 

and funs ’Memphis- has, passed the word to his crippled hatcK^ -■ 
man who isnt even a 'resident of Memphis to throw his ^ sui^otr;- 
. to ’tie ‘capitalist, reginil-i A&Mong’ as this tnottly group '-df..- 
■politicians are in power i ntergration will he' impossible for- 
us. ThiS" 'election wiiH he a .showdown for the-'c cllor race.. 

•We must 'Win. 

"We to supp'prt our two" grea-b' Herdes Hehry . "7 " 

Lo.eh, and V/ atkis .gverton. The. -are the only .friends of * the raasses-i 
The* Jewish people are supporting them* so we must in 'turn support 
them' for , ail. they hav.e-'done for’ Integration .and. a s ocialis ed • 
state> ■ W.e- hav4 ^the capitalist element almost whipped in this- - 
country ,s ‘6 now is- thef time to exer , . all the effort we can* 

"Our two Heroes- intend to build -housing for all 
' the cpiord p.eople. in Memphis ‘It the du# for .the. tax- 
payers to' furnish hou'sing' for. the less fortunate* They can 
, afford it'. By increasing ta xatio we -will be another step 
t.owafd'pur goa,l. Suppor.'t anything that will increase taxation.- 

" Yuors for yiCTORt''aga.inst the -capitalist' 
"THE -PIONEERS OF TENNESSEE” 

Regarding the above letters .arid. The :Pi 6 neers of Tenn- 
essee, T-1 supra, could furnish ho additiphal ihformatioh except 
to- .state recently -‘PYEE and FRANK WHISMAN.'.have had personal diffi- 
cuities', although EYEE and taSMAN still coopera-te .in some, acti- 
yitie?.'' 

•On September 30, .1955 ^ T-.lj, supra, advised that -he 
had obtained a .list of the members of' -the “A.- B.> HiTl Ofoup 
pf the Pro.-Southef ners . This' inf prmant noted, that PYLE had' this 
list as a result of- his position .of -Adyisofy B'pard .Chairman of. the- 
Pf o.-Southerne.rs ' - ' • . ' * 


^tg^^pvembef- 15 i. 1955,,. supra, advised that- PYLE 
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continues to operate as the Memphis head of -^the Pro-Southerners. 

InfSmant noted that PYLE had, been Svi^hS 

to an infection oh his. face. Informant also noted that PYLE^has 
become Sore discreet :in :hiS handling of the names of his contacts, 
including the members of tlie- Knights of the K^los J 
Pro-Southernersi but had stated to informant 

Pro-Southerners were being held in Memphis practically every night 
by different 'neighborhood groups. Informant stated ^it was obvio^ 
from his contacts with 'PYLE that considerable- jealousy between P^ 
and JOEL WILKERSON exists. ..He pid WILKERSON, who according |®- 
was Chairman of the- Shelby County, 'Tennessee unit of the Pro-Southeri^ . 
-Infdfraaftt-hdt'ed- this - jealiousy-was"primarily:,oyer-the--fin^ 
affairs of the Tro-Southerners# Informant stated that rYLE. evi*- 
dehtly feels that ’WIIJEffiRSON' is withholding some of the P.rp-Southerners 
initiation and membership fees paid in by various Memphians who have 
;loined tlie organization on recent dates* Informant noted also on 
November 15, 1955, that he had been, unable to obtain any further 
information from PYLE relative to the connection, if any, between 
‘iThe Pioneers of Tennessee and. the ProTS.outherhers . 

On September 30, 1955/ -T-1, supra, was ^ble to obtain 
from PYLE a list .of the. members of two groups of the . Pro-Southerners . 

It is‘ noted 'that this, list .contained alongside- .most of thp 
notation -"Paid." Informant ‘ stated this. .notation, indicated that the 
individuals- in; question had ;Paid .the. $2,00 per year due.s in the Pro- 
Southerners This list 'is as- follows: 





-Paid- 

-*ir 
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I Paid 

It 


II 


Also oh the same date T-1 furnished a list of nine 
known groups of Pro-Southerners then existing in Memphis, according 
to PYLE, This list is as_ follows : _ . _ . _ 


Group 1 
Group 2 
Group 3 
Group 4 
Group 5 
Group 6 
Group 7 
Group 8 
Gr.oup 9 


3601 S. Lloyd Circle 
Hickman Bldg. 

Meadow Lane 
Buliington St. 

Mary Rd. 

Gaston Ave. 

Scattered 

Raleigh 

Prayser, no listing' 


Informant noted in regard’ to the above listed individ 
• uals, that he had no knowledge as to the degree of activity of the 
individuals, listed therein and had no personal, knowledge that they 
were connected with tlie. ProrSoutherners, but had observed the' list; 
ip the possession of HARRY WILLIAM PYLE* 
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Twp additional, copiep of' 'this report are' furnished 
herewith to the Bureau for information in connection with their 
files on the- Knights of the Kulclos Klan and the Pro-Southerners. 

■ One copy is furnished Little Rock for.dnformation 
because of the activity of PYLE' at Walnut Ridge, Arkansas and 
because of i;he proximity of Arkansas to'Tennessee and the likelihood 
that P'5^1^ may become involved in other actlvites in that state. 

One copy is furnished New“Or leans for information 
because of PYLE’s interest in the Federation for Constitutional 
Government', — - - - - — 

One copy is furnisiied. Miami for information because of 
the connectiph be.tween'’BYLE and M, SHERRELL and the Pro- 
Southerners • in that state. 

As .*Dhe Political Reportej^- has become dormant and 
informant ha's inclicated it Will not likely 

future due to- the fact that PYLE is 'primarily interested at thp 
present time- in the Prp-Southerners, future J^fports covering his 
activities will carry that caption. It is noted that the Miami 
Office is the Office of Origin in the Pro-Southerners Investigation . 

informants 




DATE OP ACTIVITY 
OR DESCRIPTION DATE 

OP INFORMATION RECEIVED 

0 

Status of Political 9-15-55 
Reporter 9-30-55 

12-5-55 


Kuklos Klan 9-6-55 

Pioneers of Tenn,- 9-30-55 

Federation for Con- 9-6-55 

stitutional Govern-' 9-30-55 

raent 

Documentation of M,V, 

SHERRELL 


Pioneers of Tepn, 7-7-55 


AGENT .TO 

•WH0M-.VFUR- 

NI'SHED 

WILLIAM H. 
LA^-ffiENCE & 
J.H, KEAR- 
NEY 

It II 

II II 

LAWRENCE 

II It 


PILE NO, 
WHERE LO- 
CATED 

100-3214-9 

100-3214-lOi 


100-3214-95 

100-3214-100 

100-3214-96 

100-3214-102 


100-3456-4 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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Careful consideration has heeri -given to the use of the 
above Trsjnnbols and' they have been used only where deemed nqcessary. 

BEPERENCS : ^ 

Report of 'SA JOSEPH H. -KEARNEY, JR. , dated 8-2-55 at 
Memphis . 
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fEDEM BUREAU OF KWESTiSaTlOa 
U.S.CEPARTMEOT Or JUSTICE 

GOBlMOrilDATIOHS SECTION 


a 



ALL lilFORHATIOH COHTAIHEg 

HEBEIH. IS UHCLASSIFIEI^ , DEG 13 1955 

DATE 07-20-2010 BY 60322/UC/LRP/PLJ/3d]^ 

teletype 


FBI,. MIAMI 


12*r 13-55 


DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, MEMPHIS 

ca 



yj/i 

10-52 PM 


Mr. Mason. 
Mr, Mohr. 



Mr. Parson ■ 
Bosm^4|L 
Mr. Ta 
Mr. Neaso. 


Mr. Winterrowd- 
Te!e. Eoom_^ 


.Mr. Holloman.^ 
Miss Gandy. 


URGENT 




A.'o' 



PRO-SOUTHERNERS. IS DASH X. CHIEF RUDDY CASSENS, NA, FT. PIERCE 
FLA, PD ADVISED TODAY. THAT FT. PIERCE TRIBUNE RECEIVED REQUE'ST 
YESTERDAY ERpM INS AND UP FOR INFO RE PRO- SOUTHERNERS AND HAS DIS- 
PATCHED' TODAY, sfoRY' .QUOTING M. B. SHERRILL, SECRETARY-TREASURER 
OF ORGANIZATION.. " story STATES FT. PIERCE I.S NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS* 
AND ORGANIZATION “is ORGANIZED TO KEEP COUNTRY WHITE, AS AN ANSWER 

TO NAACP, AND AS AN ANSWER TO COMMUNIST PARTY' WHICH CONTROLS'.. THE, 

« 

PRESS. SHERRILL CLAIMED OVER ONE MILLION MEMBERS IN GROUP AND 


THAT HENRY WILLIAM PYLE. MEMPHIS. TENN. IS HEAD OF GROUP. 


SHERRILL ^ 


STATES ORGANIZATION IS SEPARATE AND IS NOT CONNECTED WITH -KLAN. FP 


TRIBUNE REPORTER CLAIMED TO CASSENS HE WAS SHOWN BOOKS AND RECORDS 

^ ^ i I . , .— .I I , 

AND THAT EIGHT HUNDRED THIRTYNINE THOUSAND DOLLARS IS DEPOSITED' TO 



CREDIT -OF PROj:iSjCaimRWERS,JN^T:._PIERCE BANK. 


INVESTIGATION* 'CON- 

i r‘ '■ 

INUING’VAND ATTEMPT BEING MADE TO SECURE INFORMANt COVERAGE.- OK 


0 


E E K S? 

END 

ACK PLS 

WA 10-56 -MPM OK FBI WA 
ME - OK ME 00711 • 

UP PS WITH INITIALS 

OK FBI ME RCR 

Tif TiTCpm; - 


P . 


BECORDED.96/^ 

CC* 3 IS.SSVU 0 UV 

Ui I - AND-BJtSMmsOR -^I II 
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SAO^- Miami (X. 0 ffr 677 ) Mepember 20 s -Z955 

/d^ i ^*4 ^ / % 

.SifeGior, FM (20Si^2$64S) 

nrnmnAL sbgubitt - -x 

Miami tslejtfype daied Deasmb^i* X9f IQSSi 
in which i%waa h-bqiBd ^ishat in aonnaj^iiGh wiiih jpraaa 
inquiries Mi- Bi ShbtidJXi claim'd there, are gvdr ene .pillion 
mi^mbera in thia argaiiiaation. and that. Senru. William Pyle 
of Uemphias. .Tenneaaee, ia head of the group,. Alao 
a if'eiaapaper reporter of the ^*Fort Pierce Tribw^e*^ claimed 
he waa a.howH boqha atid record'a and that §839^000, ia 
depoaited to the. credit of tjt'e .oapttpned organisation 
in a F'oi't pierce bank. 



By letter dated July 7s l^SS^ Miami adtiaed 
there waa no indication of the captiqne'd organisation 
exiatiiig od an organised unit and that it. appeared, 
only tO’ be a haiie, used by SherriUto diatribMte. litefature- 
ahd to. keep up hia XlaU dctivitie'ai Miami aduiae.d the 
^ ■ daae wdd being closed and that, any pertinent a'ctiviti'e'a- 
- Joo.uld be reported in connection- with the Knights of the 
Kukloa ,Klan,x siibaequehtly the caap on. the Knighta of 
the Kuklo'a -Klan. waa oloae.d inaamudli'.aa Miami ddvia'ed 
the organisation waa, defunct,-^ 


Miami- i'a inatructed.tc reinatitute immediately 
.ah inv.efttgation of Pro-Southernera in o-fder to determine 
whether .it ia actite and if ao the extent of ita- 
activiti'ea» - Attempts ah.ould' bp -made' to prove or piiSprov.e 
allegationa in. re far ended teletype goncerni'ng the money 
■deposited to the account of thia organisation in d * 

Fo:^ Pierce pank* Khe Bureau, a'hould be -promptly 
f'urniahed the 'reaulta of your investigation'. 


•™ToIsoa« 4 ;« 

BoordmaoJ- 

KlcholsU-^ 


Belmont . 


'Harbo. 

Mohr_ 


~ Pji^OQS^ 
Rosen 
" Tamm , 


SkoO'...'.— 
•Vintcnowd 
Tele. Room 
Holloman 
Gandy „ 


nu lattef dated J/o Vembet 30'^ 1935^ qaptipne’d 

^ PSij'**‘ the Memphia Of fide 

daviaea. vnere are. mne- mown. grbUpa of Pr*o^Southernera 



t . 

U> 


are. mne- mowi 

exiating in Memphian The Memphia Office ia. inatfucted 
to. submit- a report on ''bh'e captioned organisation aett'ing 
.forth all inf ormti oh- available- concerning this group 
ainke ‘the aubmisaton of the report -df Special Agent 
Joseph Kearneyy Jr-t^ dated February 2'S^ Z9SS:,. The' inveat'i^. 
gation of thia Organisation by the Memphis Office aheuld 
be conducted- a.o long -aa this organisation ia dbtive.t 

Boo. 8A0.9 Memphia (105-98) 
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■\ . ■ • . . INTERN^ SECURITY - X 


.. ’Report er..s .of Ftp Pierce , Fla <>• Tribune .a daily newspaper, 
'<-interyiewed-'.Mp B i- " sUeerILLV’ “F t »!- i^ier ce-,- Fla-o 12/-13,14/55* - - 

, '..SHERRILL reportedly, stated headquarters ,6f.' '”Rfo~Southerners**‘ 

.■ in:iEbp. Bierc.e;. th^t- organiadtion has'membership ‘Of 9 ^ 7900 d| 
,dhd cash in bank'of $S39,,000o SHERRILL stated bulk of raeraber- 
• ..ship in Miss*, Alao> .and 'Tenn-« .arid organiaation did hot adt* 
.:’>vocate rough .trelitinent- of .Ne^oes, but- domination -of Negroes 
’ through political and ' economical mean’s « SHERRILL stated 
, he<7spaper‘s- in JJo- S.,, ‘dominated ‘by ^CP'i . Check .of, all banks in 
. _ Ftp- Pierce,' Plap j. negative as .to- any funds ih'nam.e of SHERRILL 
. qr _”Pro~S‘outh'erhers*'p . . • ’ ' , ■ • ■ 


..DETAILS AT FTp PIERCE, FLORIDA 


SHERRILL 


ercei. Florida 



> copiBiopniis woar ■ ^ 

• "T ■ • • 

■ • COPIES NEXT ,P.AGE 

' 3 Miami . (105-677). : 


PRO^TyOF'FBI--Thls report is 'ldaned'toyou by-.the.F.BI,.and;neith8r It nor Its contents, are to be 
*> jv'^cistributed.outside the agency to which'lo^ed* 
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CO.PIES THIS' REPORT 



Bureau (I05-2B645)'' (RM) ^ 

OKI, '6th ND, Charleston., • So.C«., (RM) 

1 - OSI, Mac Dill .AFB, 'T^pa, Eia» (RM-) 

1 'G2 Hdqtrs®., 3rd Amy,. .Ft® Me 'Pherson, Ca» (RM) 

1.- Birmingham (Info) >(RM) 

:l - Memphis (: 105 r 9 ^). (Info) CM) T 
1 - Mobile- (Irif6)',(M)‘ ‘ . 

1 » Naw/Orle.ans (:fnf6) (RM)' . 

3 Miami J 105-67.7 )'■ ' . ■ 



[stated that SHERRILL , t old; him’ that 

• j n r •» » V * ' 


Appeal ® a. newspaper® 

the" "Pro-Southern ersJ* had approximately- l,6'0'0’,00d' .members,, 
that th.ey“ had. cash funds in the amount of $B39'5bOO, and ' 
■that ‘.the great ma-jorfty of* this cash .was 'in phe St®. Lucie 


Bank® 


3 


stated tjhat SHERRILL showed him -'books and re c*s 
ords .reportedly , for thp ”Pro-S6utherners*^- qr^^ization-.and. 
also, Vfhat he- be.i-ieyed to be deposit slips. J^or firads- de^ 
.posited in 'bankis in Ft® Pierce j Miami.,, and Melb'ouiine , - 

.Florida® I |‘ recalled, that he saw fe.dnk docm'erits. for the-* 

Florida IJational. Bank,. Ft® Pierce',; the Miami" 'National Bank-, •• 
Miami Florida; and the,- iBank- ;of. Melbourne, and -Trust Company* 
of Melbourne,. Fl.dilda® " ' ' ' • ’ . 


[ 


] .stated , that SHERRILL indicated that .the 


be 

b7C 


bulk -of' the memVership “of the ”Pfo-S6utfierners” organization 
was in Alabama., Mississippi,, and Tennessee and that the 
organization was; fom'ed to pbiitically battle the National 
Asso ciation - for the Advancement , of Co.lored Peoplei .SHERRILL 
told I I that *?no -hough Huff" was -to be -used against, 
the Negroes, but .that, the organization sought to control 
the dominati on of t he .Negroes through, political* -'means®. 

Ac'cording' ,to I® ’SHERRILL; stated' that the ’^Pro— So.ut-herners” *• 

was incorporated in th.e State of Florida and that the. dues- 
.for this organization amouhtbd'tp ■|2®00- per- member® The ’ 

■i2<,,0pj acepr^ing to ,SHBRRILL-j .was. to. be divided §l®,dd for - ^ ^ 
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the local orgah'iz,at,lon recruiting' the member,- ah‘d- #l«:6o 
was ho be- forwarded’ to SHERRILL as, hhe national s ecretary 
treasurer of the organizat'iojtio.. SHERRILL ;did- tel'i l 
that there v/ere tvro' local .organizers; dn the Ft«. Pi'erce, 
Florida ^.ea and .named /these individuals as~ WILBUR^ *STEEN . 
and 'SHERRILL .declined to comment .tpl Ion 

the. mahn'eV' in- which. t,he * ?.Pr6-Southerher-s-*^ organi ^at i'b;n. 1 
j^lahned- ico- Keep whitd- supremacy pther’ thdn’-tp- state- tha 
it was; t/o' be ddne poli'tically'o ' • . > 

* I ~l6f the F-ti Pierce 


Tribune . advisee 


interviewee 


IRILL. 


residence, on- DbCember .14-, 1955 and -.that -SHERRILL claimed 
to .him that there were 1600. members of "the' PPrp-Southerners.”* 
■organization .in. the. Florida coiinties.aof Indiahi,River, Matrtin, 
Okeechei.bee., and iSt.« Lucie « SHERRILL fold! [that- there 
were’‘'9S.7.'j00d members-.pf the organization and the organ.t J 
ization> wa s ■ihco i?pbrated in .the. 'Estate' of Georgia-i He' 

.clainned to. | 1 that the., organization had national meetings 

■ in;Ft» Pierce, ^d^.further stated that a/riationa'l meeting 
was; planned, sh'brtljr after the first "of 'th' e vyeaVin .West 
y\.PalmlBbach;, .Florida o,' S.HBRRILL toid | [that ' HARRY ''WILLIA M^ 
j^ !P-YLB -of MempKis^ - Tennessee/ would 'be'in' irt» Pierce iri the' 

/ >near futur.e.o. SHERRILL specifically advised. | I that -the 
,'^’Tw-Sbutherners’^ was not -affiliated* with* the ‘Ku .Klux' Klah' 
any similar organization, and did. hot believe in* .any 
strong arm tactics tc enforce it's general' ideas of segre- 
• gati'oho SHBIffllLE indicated that the organization .was to b.e 
a* p'plitical powdr and* that the 'mariner in which segregation 
would bp .strengthened; would' ',be .by ‘both political ‘and eco,- 
inomical .domiriatiori’ of- the Negro 'racei ' 

ft -/t r- ga ^ < 

I sta-ted that 'SHBRRif i3.\advise.cl 11101 that the- ' 
••tPrp-Southe'rhers" .organization was- not in favor of the 
. leaders of either of the national :pblitipal parities of 
the, 'United States., inasmuch as the. leaders of both, the 
Republicari..,hnd. .Demo cratic ' Parties, did .not share the -views 
•of the -’fPro-SoutHerners” ' as,, to segregatid.no SHERRILL 
declined to discuss any of the ‘.by-laws or the .constitution 
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.of the "Pro-Southerners” organization with] land >he would 

not furnish, the names of the offi.cers of .t;he organizat ion. . 
nor any data concerning these officers o' .SHERRILL toldl | 
that all records of the “Pro-Southerners” organization were 
maintained iii .an; qffi'ce in' -downtown Fti. Pierce, -but he 
wohld. not advise the locati on of' t his particular .office o y 
During the cony e'r sat ion vd.th | ~L '.SHERRILL told | fth^t 
“ all ■’the •newspapers in the -United otates- ■were’',run ' Dy~wie' 
Co^unist 'Party i but, would' not -enlarge -on .this particular. 
.»'re^rJc^/. ,.He-,.statad' .t^ great field. of members of the 

'W.®?.®* ^^tired individuals, bu t again , did, nn-fc 
state his 'reason for* so sayings SHERRILL.'tdld,! [that the 
“ProrSbutherneri’f'drganiza'^^^^ wah to be :ah answer to the ‘ 
Communist contrb.lfor'the press and, also. .in 'ahswer to the' 
NAACP;, He stated' that HARRY -IVILL-IAlii .PYLE'^Sf Memphis,' Tdn».-' 

- nes.see was the head of the organization, ' , , 


0%-Depember 14, .1955^ ^--^1, who- has. furnished relia- 
ble inf oi^^t ion. int. the Jpast, advised,- that, there is no- 
account at bh.6wSt,•Luci'e^C;o^mty in-. the nqme ,bf the ”Pr6,^ 
•Southerners?* dr in- 'th.e ham.e .of M* 'ByrSHEiiRIpL»' H.e further- 
.stated- that there is no account in the n^e' of the ■Ku',.Klux- - 
Klan or any simi-lar titled: ■'organizatiori-* 

, , On December 14, 1955. who has funiished re-<^ 

. liable inf ofmatioh" in the pa.st, stated -that hone of - the 
above- named organizations .or-'SHERRILL,. indiyidual'ly,.‘ had 
. .any -laccounts 'at the . Florida Bank, Ft o *PierQe» 

^ It is' -noted that. the-Ku Klux Klaii is 'orgahiza- 

•ti.6h designated by- the Atto’rn'ey General pursuant .to 
^ecu'tiye ' Order -10450? ‘ ‘ 
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.ADMiNISTtelVE’ 

On.e- copy of this- report is .being furbished, bo - 
edch'of the -following, offices' -for information purposes in- 
asmuch as it yras claimed, that the great .ma-jority of .the. ’ 
membership pf the' •■’?Pr6-Sputherners”- organization is cen- 
tered, in the stilt es. of Alabama ,. 'Miasissippi dad" .Tennessee:; 
-Memphisy.Mpbiley New Orleans-, --'and-^-Birmingh^o 

INFORMANTS . . ‘ . 

I 'Miamj . Gonfidentili'l Info^ant T-'f is 

\ S-bo Lucie..-'Counb.y B^lc. 

, Miami Confidential Informant 'T-2' is; 

Florida ,Bank/ -Ft o ■Pierce o- 

'■/^.Careful consideration has been given 't.p -.eaph 
spurc.e .conceal^b- in. this.!-r,ep.brt and, T-sj^bdls, hav.e .been- 
utilizeds.bnly -iri- thosaJ^instaiwes: ^ere identity’ must be 
cAiicealedp ' I ' ........ ... 

. - • ■ ’LEADS • ’ 

MIAMI ’ • • ' ' 

' ATJMIAMIo.lFLORlbA 

it/ill conduct investigation at -the ;Miami. .National. 
Bank, in an; effort’ to ’ locate -any barijlc account- in this .parr- ■ 
ticular bank in the .name .of; the bPro-Sduth‘erne,r.s’? , .Ku- Klux- 
Klah^ or 'ih. the- 'name .of’*Ms "B* ‘ SHERRI]^ »; 

' * _ 'I 

■ AT.MLBOtJRNE\ .FLORIDA. . ■ , 

Will conduct Inyestlgatibn ,at- the Bank of Mel- 
bburne .and .Tnist .Company j ...-similar to that. -set forth .in. tbe: 
- ., lead’ at the Miami National .Bbnk'i 
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t • * 

AT FTo,. PIERCE,. FLORIDA 
' - ' . * » 

Will- report any additional .contacts made 'by^ 
reporters with Mo Bo^'SHERRItL- arid- other information coming 
to' the attention Of -the Miami Officoo - - . 

REFERENCES : 

'.'Report ,6f .'Special' Agent. MEIIVIN MG .RAB JETT dated’ 
January 4» 1955^ <at Miami o , ‘ ‘ • 

Miami teletype to ?.n'f eau .dated .Decelnb.er 13 » 1955 

' . ' ^ * 

Bureau letter* to .Miami dated. Becember .2Q, i9-5’5« • 


•* 


it * 
>#- 
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8A0, Miami (lOS^677) 


January 25', 1256. 


IXirea-boTy FJ3I (l05^8e.645^- 

^AO’^'SOUTHSBMEm 
XMTmUZ SEOU^X^X 2 - X 


BeBuiei: January 20 ^ 125S\- 

Miami' dn6 Meinphia are, ina'bruo'bdd i;6 'furfiiah 
ifhfi inforaaMon r.equ§a^dd in rejSul'et.* .Beppria. ahouJLd 
be' aubmifted i'6 .readfy Ibhq Bureau no ihjbejr than FebrUari/ 0, 
1956 » In the event, you ;fai‘X tP meef tkiq deadline, 
explanations will be rbqueatbd* 

2 cg ^. .Memphia '(lOS-98) 
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ALL ’ INFOMSkTION COKTAIIO^ 

HERE'IH IS TJHCLASSIFIElj_ 

DATE 07-2ff-2010 BY 6q322j'UC/Lp>PLj2st^ 



'Boardiaan 
J^chols .,^.,,1,. 

Harboj, ,,r. 

■Mohr 

ParsossiL^^' 

Kosco 

‘^anin^ 

Si200*.:,y.r I.'ja 
WHterTowd^.,,*^, 
^eIc.,Ropca*« 

GanJy>„ 
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ALL raFORHATION COHTAIHE^ . 

HEBEBI IS UWCLASSIFIEli- 

DATE 07-20-2010 BY 60322/UC/LRP/PEj'/s(a^ 




'psqrSOVJTHERHms 

y&'brjtiapy -3^ l^sq 


Tols6n^.^^..,-.£y 
Boardman 
Iticliob ' 
Belmont , ■.. ..“i. ■> 

yj_- 

{^rsocA , 
Roscri..,^ ,» 
Tamm 

Tinterroxrd 
*TfeIc.tfoo<n*i*^ 
Holloman L 


rfte ofganiaaiio'rk Rnoiori as ihs Pro.Soatbernepa is 
■ reported' to. ha'de been founded by Jf, .B\ ShSrrill of ^brt Pi'ercte, 
FXbtida-g to replace the Ifhite Gi.rple Zqague' of Avierioa in 
Florida^ The Whfte Circle Xep'gue' of Anerioa vfaa chartered 
in ths State bf Xllinbis in N.ov.ettbqryigdSi for the purpose 
.jyf education as ter cust'druSf' c.ibib. and social' stpri'dardSi' and' 
charitable' purposes- among- its kehberst the maintenance ‘Of 
8ohoble$ and the dissemination of information and literature 
app.ertainihg thereto and tp safeguard the property of its 
members* The ifhite Circle league of America- laas- formed by 
Joseph Beauharhais, whO' was found gniity bf ciroulating 
literature tending to defame a race in. the -Ghioago JUunioipaX ‘ 
Court, in 1950,- fhe state .oha-rt'er of the, white Circle' league 
■ tif Aneribd vsas rdubhed in, .June of 1950- bn grbunds that the 
literature bf - the league- lad'a ‘‘highly infiaminablje and mould. 
cause Conflict amojig the races*'f‘ 

Sherrillt mho- founded the, ProrSoutHernerjBa allegedly 
stated that, he had he,eii' a memb'bf- of' the KU ffliiss FXan- and that' 
he planned to reform the Kldn. |h Florida^ under the .»ame. of 
_ , Pre-Southerner s V , According^ to Sherrillt the- heti organisation 
'Would, dispense 'fiith, public iieetings- and' public pafadea*- , . • . 

In organising' the neisr group t Sherr'ill is reported 
to have stated 'that his plan was to ‘‘talk s.oft rioio. aud bUild - 
up strength to act hard later *“ Although S.herrill intended, 
to admit anyone to membership in ffhe, ovgahisatipni he is, 
reported to Have- said that he would later ‘sc.reeh- the member-. ■ 
ship' and aeleot, those who Qo'uld. be depended 'upon to “run all 
the niggers and Jews out of the Souths “ 

Another organisation which, has,, aims and principles 
similar to the Prq-Southerners'.f. thp National Patrick Eenry 
.Organisations Inc, s is reported tb have issued a charter to 
-Sherrill tb form, the Pro-Southerners* 

^ Shcrrilli mho i's. reported to be the Seoretary- 

r’ Manager of the Pro-Sbutherners.y has- spearheaded the aetiv.ities 
^ in- distributing' mimeoigraphe'd letters' to, the people of. the So.Uth, 
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in- one of -bHe^e Joiters ii loda a’dated "bhait the white people 
of the South nuet be^ either for or 'against aegregqtionf 
thUt^no one. oould *^ait on the fence end 'that those for 
it' ijiuat organise and mhe their will reoognisedi The letter 
also stated that the people should organise. under the Pro^ 
Southerners- and see that only true southern men are elected 
to 'publio office , to sohool boards^ to state offices, arid -to 
the. United States' -Congress » -The letter urged that they 
^^put a atop^'to nine, blaok^robed men who are. our s'ervanta, 
not our lavmakera, -malting- laws that force racial mixing 
‘against our -Willi** • ■ . * . 

-Another mimeographed letter under the caption 

■ '^Sear Fellow jSoutherriersU pp:inted' yiut that the South does 
q.ot' force its segregation ideas oH the ^*tanhees**' and that 
the ^ofth should fespeot the r'^ghts of the '^duth to - control - 
their own racial questions* S^is letter alleged 'that in ■ 
the South, both races had'mutddl respect for. the. other 
until ‘Utke iemoovdtio party was oaptured by the. Goimunista^ 
rddiogls, and. liberals^ all ofthe -Jddrth*** Xt further 

. alleged that this was Stalin *s plan to create a revolution 
in the South and create a blaoh democracy* - Sherrill is 
also, reported to have distributed ^ mimeographed sheet 
captioned. "The ppo^^SouthernerS. and What They Stand Fori** 
According t.6 this ^shCet the Pro'^Southe.rners' b'elfeve that‘s 
onlya aou-pHern organisation, led by 'aouthef.nera, could 
solve the raoiai problems of -the. South* This sane sheet' ' ' ~ 
stated that the Sou'phern Democrats' were leaning, too far 

■ towards ofeeping Commun ism*- . - 

. • . According to the above piece of propaganda^ the 

orggnijaatipn -wants- the southern, states to outlaw the 
.National Asaociatio.n for the Advancement of Colored People- 

■ and the tAnti^Defakaftidqtn. league of S *MX -B-^BITE* Xt further 

■ alleged, that a. -"Yankee Congressman^ ** Earbld Yelde, (Bepub'lioah- 
Illinois/ was. branding ‘all southerpe.rs who want to retain 
segregation, .as racists ^ bigots and' Jiute' tiortgersi 

Sherrill is reported to have stated that the Pro** . 
Southerners would be an organisation that- would be' a power 
in politics “and would send their own men and wombn- tb'-fill 
state and'Federsl offices **with, the. fear of Cod in them-.end 
a prayer on the i'r lips to be able and wotthy of the white 
people who sent them to-'ds- the' gob'. of h'ouaecleahing. that-haa 
to be done- before the, SoUt^ and' America. -can be free of the 
enemies dfH'atmwoit^have control of all state and Pe.de'ral 
Cpvernmenta in Amefioa*" ,Sherri-il further stated that****w'e 
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wilt have: 'the. aifrojtgejst prgariiajati'on on eatih when "(fhe 
'.people wa.ke- up and- a'ee that they nuat pake aidea .and. ;foirt , 

- as to. aave themaelvjea*^* ‘ ' ' ‘ ■ • 

. ' 'The 'foundet of- the JP.i^O’*Southerne.f8' is jalao oifed'it.ed 

•wiph '.adyijig thnt the white people ahodid te.dliae what th&y 
are fapejd wit^j and ahould help atop it before it g.eta 
Hoo big. fop ua to at.op .without, bloodahe.d, and Revolution in, 
the United States or fop each southern or a.o\£thweatern 
state, aeoeding the Un$on^ which we will gladly do 'if we 
have to^<^that would a.top all ware f. all inqo.me- taxs all 
other federal tasea^-all ^edevai 'aupe'r.viaioh and iheddling 
^ 'end wei in the South dn.d "Southw^tr>TS4 .af.atea; in dll wlpo have 
aaid: they would s'sddds' if heoea^afy to. put a atop to- Federal 
peddling in oUr buaineea,*^ i ' 

" ^he applioatibn blank for nembe.f'ahip in the Pro- 

Sputhernepa atatea that the applicant Jhaa. 'read and unde'p-^ 
.ata'nda- th,e -puppqae of the Pro'-SoUthehnefSi., who are working 
tjo preserve *^gur Southern, segregated way .of .lif 'e^f* A'dootdiny- 

- to the applicdtiori blanks the nembepahip'.fee. is 0S fop -dujea ' 
and an ddditiphql jp8 fop a publication known its -"The .Politio'al 

Mhe- applioation hlank^' ref lect'a. that, the- dpplidant 
should "Write Jri, Sherrill^ Seoretary-ManagePs Pdat Of fide 
Bo'ai lOZls F.t-<i. PieroSg flbr.idd.*" 

dnothep one of the' op,g,aniaation%- propaganda, 
items entitled: ^*Why Should White Ameriddna stand. Still . 
tJ}epe wa,8 another' tirade against -the Negro faop and iduddtoPy' 
Gominenta .regapding the Flux Flah for having -r.e.eatablished 
■white aitprema.by following the Civil Wap* The' .djithor- of 
ope artiole stated that he would pereqnally like to see -the 

- .pi NlUh ride .dg'ai.n in every city, town f and hamlet in 

;hmeriba and .woUld, also like to see a new pPlitiopl party " 

ea-bdbliahejd which would be dedicated to white ' puppewpoyf 

- 1 ■ . - 

^ .The ProTSgutherneRe. exhibited oppo.aitdoh to-- the 
i. United Ngtioria-. in d. printed petition, wftic'h was oap.ti.oned 
"Peclaratioh -.of-' Independence from the .United' Ifg.tioh.3sP 
The petition- carried the following quotation t hereby 

.deolare. piy independence of the United Natibna' and all its 
agents and agenpieas I am here 'dpd now oUt of it, ,J will 
neiieP reooghiae its guthbriti.eaj never bow. tp .its po'w.er, 

I will never aepue under ita flag, or afiy fl.gg but. Cld dopy, 

I hold that .any AmeRioan oitia.en' who' giUea allegiance to, 

- the United' Nations ia d traitor to this . a.bver'eigh -pppublic,-' 
iohoa'e authority ia arid -kuat remain aUpvpme and undivided . 

.over all things Ameri'pgh, I urge all 'of my fpllow Americanh 
to ehoto their loyalty to the Constitution of the' United States 
by‘ Joining m in -thi.a -declaration," .(105-88645^12)' 
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^NOPSIS OF FACfTS: . . ■ ’ , ' ' - • 

. 'The P3?o-Southerners known- to he- acijlve* since 195^ and-M* B* SHSRR33X> 

Port' Pierce^ Plorida, and .H/^Y 'WILLIAM PYLE,. Memphis, Tennessee,' active 
therein' since inception,' Pro-Southerners recently granted charter hy 
,Tennes.see Secretary o£ State, Nashville, Tennessee,^ National Oonstltu-, - 
t ion aiid. By-Laws as well as By-Laws of vShelhy 'County* gr.oup set out', . 

Meeting being held regularly by various Pro-Southerner groups in. ' 
Memphis; arid menibership in' Memphis-*- unknown, although financial* 'report, 
of PYLE indicates 964 members on .12/15/55# • Names' of National Offi- 
cers as taken from ProrSoutherners letterhead set out although 
informant states their function is nominal and PYliE is the undisputed 
leader so f&c* as Memphis groups are concerned,. PYLE claims Prp-^egre- 
gatioh. Organizations in various southern, states as part of • ' , " 
Pro-Southe3raer but operate under different names in each state,* M» 8, 
SHERRILL apparently has* only .the title of Secretary-SEJanager . 
and may be losing put completely. Leaders, Sheiby County groups iden- 
tif i§d. ’ . 'Pro-Southerner activities in all' phases of opposition to inte- 
gration of races. Have appeared .in mass- at Memphis Parle Commission " 
■•'Office to- combat nori-segregated recreational facilities. -Met with - 
Tennessee Governor FRANK CLEMENT and. plan on conferring with Mayor 
and Chief of Police Memphis. PD, Shelby County She.riff and -local * ' 

.Health Department, Inf oinna1;ion .regarding- the relationship 'between , r 

Pro-Southerners and. the ia^^os.'JClah,- Pioneers of ^ Tennessee^ and' 

-Federation for .Constitut'io.rial •Goverrime'nt -set butl ' 
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DETAILS^ Instant investigation was opened in the Memphis 

Office on the basis of the activities of HARRY 
WILLIAM PYLE, the Organizer and National Chairman thereof. PYLE 
formerly published the Political Reporter-, a bitter anti-Negro, 
anti- Jewish, anti-Governmental hate she^. Reports have been pre- 
viously submitted reflecting- PYLE'S activities in connection with 
the Political Reporter. This publication is not known to have been 
issued since June, 1955, and PYLE has been confining his activi- 
ties to the promotion of the Pro-Southerners, 

I. ORIGIN, SCOPE AND GENERAL ACTIVITIES 

A, ORIGIN 

Memphis Confidential Informant Trl, an individual 
who has furnished reliable information in the past, advised on May 
17, 1954, that Mo Port Pierce, F lor ida, was no longer 

distributing literature issued by the White Circle League of 
America and was at that time trying to establish an organization 
in the South iinder- the name of the Pro-Southerners. Informant 
jioontinued that the co-pairtner of SHERRILL in the Pro, ^ outhemer s , 

1'5"was E^Y WILLIAMYLS of Memphis.. He also noted that PYLE' was 
in closer dontaotl^th WILLIAM' J^ G RIPPIN of Tampa. ^Flori da, who 
organized the A ssocia tion of Florida, Kian s during the “summer 
of 195| r~^ ' 

B. INCORPORATION 

On Aprn 13, 1955, SA FRANCIS W. NORWOOD was advised 

by MISS I T Clerk, Office of the Secretary of State, , 

■' State Capitol Building, that the Pro- Southerners were not indor- ^ .. 

' porajbed in the State of Tennessee at that time. 

A ^ 

On January 17, 1956, Memphis~Confidential Informant 
T.-2,, an individual who has.furnished reliable information in the 
past, .advised that WAYNE T^ !j^EWEE3. Memphis Attorney, had obtained 
^a charter of incorporation for the National Pro-Southerners Oi^gani- 
zation from the Secretary of State in Nash'ville. 

0. CONSTITUTION AND BY-l!.AWS OP NATIONAL GROUP 

On January 24, 1956,- T-2, supra, made available a 
' copy of the National Constitution arid By-Laws of the Pro-Southerners, 
which are as follows* ’ 
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“CONSTITOTION AND BYtLAWS 

-.Of the Pro-southerners 
"ARTICLE i, - NAME 

"Section ,Is The name of this organization.- shall be Pro-Southerners. 

"ARTICLE II — OBJECT 

"Section Is To preserve, the heritage, dignity, customs,, culture, puri- 
ty and social edibts of .the White Race. in America by maintaining the 
time honored custom of seperation of the races-. 

"Section 2 s To encourage among the members closer personal acguairi- 
tanoe. and friendly spirit of mutual co-operation and promote the gen- 
eral welfare and prosperity of the- -members and to assist in any 
matter pertaining to thw elfare and advancement of the members and 
for- the attainment of tHeTbighest order- of American Citizenship. 

"Secftipn 3 s To unite fraternally, socially and mutually with friend- 
ship and harmony for the uplifting, enjoyment and recreational enter- 
tainment of members and guests. 

"Section 4 s To foster and cultivate the educational and. business re- 
lations of- its members, to broaden the educational and .business re- 
lations of its members; to .broaden their education and profession 
and to imprpve their education and profession and to improve their . 
standards of citizenship, 

n • • 

"Section 5 *' To support its program through education;, enligbtenment, 
encouragement and inspiration, and to publish, distribute and circu-^' ■ 
late literature, pamphlets, newspapers; and by public assemblies,, 

.^giving inf ormatibn to the people and the membership of this cor- • 

; 'pbratiop. to the end that we might sway opinion, in favor of rac'e' 
segregation, and through mainta ing lobbyist in- all the state 
legislatures and in the Qongress*^' the United States securing 
legislation supporting segregation. ' 

"Section 6«- As incidental to said objects and to facilitate .the- 
same, it is the purpose- of the Pro-rSbutherners to establish, and 
.j^intain a local group or groups of the membership, to secure mem- 
berships in accordance, with, the Constitution and ]^r-Laws of the 
Pro-S.outherners and to establish- and maintain other group^ through- 
out America, 

"Section 7 ? To organize schools- of such nature and character to 
educate .and enlighten- the membership and the children of the members. 

"Section 8 s; To support the Constitution of the United States of 

- 3 - 
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■” America as it was originally intended "by the Pounding Father's,. To 
fight the insidious influence of Oommunism. and. One Worldism. 

I * * 

Section 9 r It shall be the purpose of this organization to support 
all .State's- Bights ’movements' that -are' out -to retain, tiie’ original 
intent of the Constitution of the United States-, 

“ARTICLE. .Ill - - Membership 

“Section I, Any White Citizen, 18 years of age or over, who ;subscribes . 
to ob-jeotives, principles and* aims of this organization, and . is, -of r good 
moral ch^acter, may become a member after b.eing approved by >the < 

• Local Oro'upv officers, - ’ ' * - - v. “ 

' “Section; 2 t - The first years duet 'must acopmpahy the. 'application for 
membership, 

, “S'eotion. 3 » Every applicant, for iraembership must state upon his 
application for membership that 'he will, support .the Constitutions ? 

' 'j. of the. United States and .the- State, in which he. resides, and «alsc) 
that’ he- is shot now' a rae^ of the Communist- party or other suT?- 
'if ^ 'yersive organization, .... 

‘ ... ■ : 
4 ; “ARTICLE IV, - OROAUIZATION • “ 

] “Section it .This -organization shall -be -composed of a. National Of- -*■ 

fioe which shall have -charge’ -of all affairs of the Pr.o-SoutKerners, 
t ■; .Aetna's «the brganizeijs. and- -issue all Local Ctoup* ’and. county D.ivlsiqn 
■ ' ♦ >-^arters'. They shall have general supervision, over all the organiza- 
tion. as is provided ,.in -this* Constitution,. ’ ' ' ‘ * 

Section 2 ? Groups shall be local chartered .units ’arid they- -shall hold 
ra'e'etlngs .i-n the name- 'of, the Pro-Southefnefs, Have ail -the rights as 
•given in this Constitution and by-Laws, .They may also make up by- 
laws for the purpose .of outlining, their own work as a Group, 

“Section- 3* Where four or' more Groups 'are chartered .in any County> 
they :may ask- for a.' County Division , Charter and the. National^ Offie'ers 
must is'sue a Charter,. This County Division shall have such’ piowers. 
as is* granted to them by the; groups affiliating, and they must also 
select- two- delegates' t.6 such County Division'.-' ' ' ■ 

"ARTICLE V - Char.ters 

“Section it Any-.'gr.oup of five, or more citizens who are., of the White 
Race -and of good moral character may' apply for a charter to •esta'b-w 
lish a lo.oal Group and if the Executive Board , shall find 'them worthy 
of membership they shall issue them ait. charter, 

.- '4 r 
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*’■ I 

“Secfion 2t When four-.-^oups of any County request a Cha!rter, th.e 
National Executive Board .shall, issue it .wi^ihout protest-. 

“Section 3i. Each Group may make its own- by-iawsj providing they 
are approved by the National Executive Board and do not conflict 
with this Constitution and By-Laws-. 

“section 4s If local Groups or County Divisions wish- to incorporates, 
so that' they may own, real estate, they' first must get the- approval 
of the; National Eixecutiv'e Board; 

"Section 3 j l»6cal Groups shall have the right to take up. .ail 
' local' problems as .given' in this Constitution. -They .may alfeo Join 
■with other organized .bpdies in .furthering- the aims' of the- Pro- 
Southerners.' 

“Sect ion . 6s In csise, a charter of a Group is- .revoked all .property 
of such -Groujr shall become- the property of the- National Organiza^ 
tion. 

“Section- 7s 3^ch Group- shall be under . the -direct control of the. 
National Executi-v.e Board.. .Only the National Executive Board' -, shall 
have the pow.er to revoke a'Ch^ter. 

“Section 8s- -The. only causes that will forfeit a. Charter -shall 'be the 
.failure to mee-b re^lar .or for- promoting objects other- than given 
•iri- this Cohatituti'dn and ByAlaws. 

“^Section 9s Each .local ..Group, shall make weekly repprts on the 
.meters. 'taken -in- -and. -of. dues collected and rewit' the amount due *' 
the National Office with such report." 

’•“Section- iOs Each- 1-ocai Group shail keep a record pf all . its members, 
and' also a. record of .its meetings- upbh a minute 'book'. -This member- 
ship j;ec'6fd- and minute -book .shall .be open fbf inspection by the 
'National Exeduti-ve Board or one of its agents at any reasonable 
tijiiei ' . ■ - ' 

. “Section 11 s The- officers pf a local Group- shall -b.e a Chairman, 
a Vice Chairman arid' a Secretary-Treasurer, a ■S.ergeant-at-Arras. 

In large -Gfoups they may have a Secretary and a Treasurer instead 
of .the '.Secretary-Treasurer. And in l.arge Groups the Treasurer 
shall .bel-Bonded. by ah approved Bonding pompahy. 

I 

-'■'Sebtidh. 12 1 Ail literature issued that be^s the iraprintufe- of the 
.Erp-S out hern ers must- -have th'e approval pf -the National Executive. Board 
' 'before, it -can be given out for public use. 
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“Section 13: The .application of any Candidate, for public office 
shail be held over until after electioni 

“Section 14: The National Orgahizatipn shal-l not be responsible for 
any debts incurred by a "local Group. 

“Section 15* Ail funds .of local Groups shall be banked in the name 
of the Pro-Southerners and the number of* their' charter... 



“Section 1: The .Officers* of this organization shall be a National 
•Chairman, *yice, Ohairma.n, -and-'seven directors with .the Vice .Ohariman 
acting as one pf the directors, and a Secretaj^-Treasurer., ”* 


“Section 2? The Officers of this organization shall .be known as. 
tlie .National Execut-iv.e Board and they shall administer -all. the * 
•.affairs- -of the National Office-,. - ^ - 

"Section 3: Between meetings of the National Executive* Board the 

'Natibnal Chairman shall manage the- affairs of 'the organization, 

■ I ^He shall hire- such organizers' ‘Jas are* needed, employ* such help , 

.. , 'as‘ needed,, and supervise the worlc of .the organization. 

f- •'^f'Section 4: The Executive Board shall meet quarterly or at thej, rfe'r 
• 'quest of *bhe National 'Chairman, *' ‘ 

H I ' ' ' 

r . .... 

;5 . ‘ “Section pi. The Secreta^-Treasure'r shall'-.be bonded- in such sum ;as . . 

.'* - the'Natidhal Executive Board shall demahdi The Secretary-Treasure^ - 
' shall keep a true record of all proceedings .of' the' ISecutive. Boa'rd,. 

'■ * .-including a financial record .of' .all monies- received and all diSr' 

burseraents,- Conduct all correspondence and file all correspohdencei ' 
/‘that -the Executive B.oard .shall be* able to. refer to .them -at. any. 
time. The Secretary-Treasurer shall -give a receipt- for all monies 
received and keep .a carbon 'copy, of the same,. They -shall also, make 
a financial report to each meeting of the Executive Board, 

“Section 6.t The National oHairraan shall preside at all meetings of 
the National .Executice B.oard, Sigh all cheeky 'upon funds, of .the 
Organization and- have full autKbrity between~raeetings of the ^e'eu-, 
tive Board, biit he shall hot have, authority- to bindV this- -organization 
to. any deb*ts or -obligations unless -given that po*wer by the .Executive 
-Board, other than tha-b of hiring .organizers and .workers for the ^ 
organizati ons use. 

"Section 7: Should .a vacancy occur-, the National Etcecutive. Board, 

shall have the , power to appoint .'someone to -fill such vacancy- until 
the next election ■when the membership shall -vote -tp. .fill, suph office. 
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"Sec(1;lon 8t The National Executive Board shall set up- special funds 
•for the work o^ the organization and when such funds are prodded 
•for they shall not be used for anyother purpose-.. 

"Section 9 % The National Executive Board shall pr.oyide all applica- 
tion blanfes, cards and. all .forms and -sell them to local ^piips at 
c.ost, .^-fhen such forms, are provided- .no other fom shall be peiroitted. 

"Section lOj The National Executive Board may retain an attoiwey 
to advise with them, and, when such is done such attorney .shall 
•be paid from funds of the. National Organization, 

' "Section 111- The first National Officers shall serve from, the' time 
this Constitution is adopted until .1958o .Pr.dm that time on ,el.ection. 
of” officers shall be as provided in the Byrlaws of this Oonstitutio.n. 

"Section 12 s The office of the National Executive Board shall .be- 
at a place provided by them, and where the .National Chai:^an and the 
National- Secretary shall also ihave their offices,. 

"Sect.ion l-3s At -the .expiration’ -of the- term of office, by termina- 
tion dr' otherwise, of any officer,, they shall turn bver to his suc- 
cessor all monies, pr.oper-tyi papers,; recprds and books belonging 
t,6 the; prgahizatioj^.. . - ' 

' "ARTIOEE VIIi Income 

"Section,- Is Each member shall pay to the National Office such dues’ 

. ‘ .as^'the. :^-Laws prescribe and' in the mah.n.er prescribed, 

' . "Section 2 i Income maybe .derived, ae. in’ the- By-laws or 
' by action, of the- National l^ecutive Board .from -sources other* than .j 
y , member^ship due's and literature sales. ^ 

V , "article- VIII r Finance and Accounting.^ ' 

- ■ ' "Section, r. The’ fiscal years, of the .?rorSoutherners shall end . 

w^th the thi’rty-^first ,day of 'December’ each year* 

1 * * . 

■>'" "Section. 2.1 The National l^ecutive Board shall paiuse to* be .in- * 
'stalled and maintained an efficient system of accounts, 

"ARTICLE 'IX - Amendments- 

"Section 1, This Constitution or the Article's of incorporation of. 
the iro-Southerners. or both* may be .amended .upon .written .request of 
10 pr more Groups, If such a request, is made and' seconded- by. three. 
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"or more Groups the National Executive Board shall place the amendment 
upon a ballot, and madi a- copy to the Secretary of each Group. Prom there 
on each Group shall hold an election and a retuini made to the Executive 
Board* of those- voting yes or no oh .the amendment. When. Sll ballots are 
returned^ the National; Executive Board shall appoint five members from 
the- olbsestis gr.qups to canvass the returns and to announce the de- 
.cision, — ■ 

"by-laws PRO-SOUTHERNEM 
“ Natipnal Group 

\ - - ■ “‘ARTICLE’ I;. -Membership and' Dues 

-“.Section 1 — There 'shall be two .classes of m'etribership in the,P-r.pT 
isVaitherhers; The first class shall -be a^ males who shall pay.-int.b,' ^ 

• ' .the National Office the s.um’ .of two dollars per year ds dues, and 

One and not more than two .dollar's, ihtb the local Group- as local dues-^ 

;fhe second class', shall be made up. of the >/iyes or mothers of paid, '. j . - 
■/^"members and these wives or mothers shall have all- voting ri^.ts- 
) . and ri^ts .to hold, local or nati’pnai office, , ■ * 

. '“^bction 2, Dues for the* current year are due, on the , .first of Jan,-..-; js 
., .uary'-a nd a. member does, hot pay up his dues 'by -June. 30th, 'he 4s:'".su3- 
;-.pehded,’Tin'rife or mo-bhei?. is suspe.nded when her husband or soh. -fails. 
,\jb.o‘-stay in good, standing', , . 

’ - -^“Section Each local Group must report .within' a week all National 

■ '< Dues .collected sind such- -dues- , as are collected .must be- remitted -with , 
'siach report, 

'•‘Section -4 r- The Natipnai Executive. B'oard shall £harter a .membership, 
at-^ large Group- for scattered membership or for* those .who do- hot .want 
to be identified with- any ^oup- for- tear -they may bp boycotted by 
subversives. Such dues in- this Group shall be- Three; Dollars, per- 
year and the National I.Chairman -and National Vice. -Chairman' .shall 
.act as officers for this special -Chartpred Group, 

“Section 5:' O.andidates for .membership shall make a written appliv 
cation upon the fdrm provided; Such ..candidates,, after -being approved, 
by a committee shall be enrolled upon, the- membership books'- of' the- 
Group and a card issued to them. At. least one years dues, ^ both 
National and .Group must- accompany the applicant-’ s; application,. 

"Section 6i Collections may be taken up p't public, 'meetings con- 
'duc-bed by the National Executive or one -of its agents, -However, 
no assessments, shall be levied oh the -membership. 
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", “Section ’7 : The National l^ecui^ye Board shall have the authority 'to 
appeal to the membership for fpnda for s'pepifio purposes provided' 

*the Board shall give a full expla^hatioh. a's to the use of such furids'.» ' 


“ ARTICLE il, •G^r.oup Membership- Meetings. 

* 

' vSectibh .1: Group membership meetings shall, be held at least ‘ 
twice' a month,, but weekly meetings are recomfnended. The' hour 0:^'. - , 
the meeting shall be left .up to. the Group," ' ' ‘ 

, * * ^ < 
. “Section 2* Group Membership meetings shall be- conducted in accord- 


ance with "ROBERT ‘S 'RULES- OP ORDER 

'“Section 3j The following shall be 
Groups ',and County Divisions, 

1, Roll Call of Officers,, 

2. .Prayer, 

3* ileading the minutes, 

4-, Reading Communications, 

5* Reading applications and appoints 
ing committee oh same, 

6, Reports of ' Special Committees; 

■7. Reports of Stainding Committees, 

8. Reports of D.elegates to County 
Division,. 


of some similar Rules, . 

Order of Business, of all. local 


■9'. New Business, 

■10, Unfinished- Business, 

11 , Introduction of- New ‘ Memb er s -, 

12. Good of the- Order, 


“Section. 4t Any mei^.er suspended .for .non payment, of dues can he. re- 
fused membership again, 

?■ 

“ ARTICLE ill. Flags,. 

A 

“Sect ibn .1,’ The flag .of our America shall be used at all meetings, a- 
Stars land Bars .flag of the 'Confeder.acy may be used'. 

'“'ARTICLE IV. AMENDMENTS 

“Section 1',. These By*?lfws may be amended by the' Natipnal. Executive 
Board’ .by a two-^third__ vote of the Board, 

•"'ARTICLE y. Election of National .Officers, 

"Section 1, The present officers .shall ;.sefve or -hold .office until 
.July, 1^58. Therafter the term of offic'e- shall be for a 'period' of 
■fcwo years. They may be. re-elected to- fill. the same office or to 
anpther" office, 

“Section -2, /The election of "off icer__ shall be by a referendum vote, -All 
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tnembers in good standing sKaU. be -fentitled to .vote. Ballots shall ' 
be provided by the National Seere'tary?-T resau rerj after* they hayerbeen; 
^^prpvbd by the National Executive Board,' and sent to the; Spcreta:^ 
qf'^ ebcb Group., In case of members-at-large-,’ a bal-lot .'shall be sent 
•to. each one by ,thq '.National Secretary-Treasurer, - ' , ■ 

./’•Section 3 j Nominations for .National Officers shall be made by'^a " '9. 

. 'Group or a member may- secure 30- ‘hames upon a petition- -and have hi's 
name placed, upon the ballot, 

"Section 5 s The National Executive Board shall make; up. a -ballot 
•with,' the names of 'aH can.didate's 'horainat.ed by the Groups or by peti- 
tion- .Listed .therebn, No ballot shall be- -opened- -or counted until one 
mdhth"“ffom the. -time they were sent out; They shall be opened -and 
cahva'ssed by the National Execiitive Board ' in -the pres ents- of all 
-interested partieb -and three- judges ‘vrad. .shall ’be appointed by the 
Executive Board-, 

"Sdc.tion -6:- The -candidates who- rqcei-vea the iar^gest vote -shall 
be 'declared elected. 



” ARTIOLE 'Vi, -Nationai- Executive. Board 
. ' ■ .members pay,' 

•"Section 1; The' National Executive Board- .shall pay to such members 
as- serve full time a sum equal to '-that -paid to ^ecu-tiyes who do. ^ 
similar work, and they .shall also pr‘ov.ide fdr essences of -such- of f i-- 
•cials .when away -from -home -on du-ties of ■'the organization-,. 

"Section ‘2: The National ]©cecutive 'Bear'd, shall pSy itself f 'or* time 
to attend Board meetings and for expence'S ihcur_^ed- in going to -and 
from -such' mdeti-ngs, 

"Section 3t The National Executive Board may meet' anywhere' and- it may 
hold closed door meetings, 

' .ARTICLE VII. -qounty".Di.visibhSi 

•".Section is' As the. .County Division 'is' 'a creature of •'the Local Groups,, 
it shall have, only the. .powers .^an'ted -it by: '.the Groups- of the', Coxinty- 
i-n which .is serves.; It ma^ have 'byliavrs, but such- by-laws >must not 
conflict wTth this Constitution -or- these- by-laws, and such by-laws ■ 
jnust„.have the -approval of each Group before it- become^- the law of 
that County Division; 

"Section- 2t. A Courity Division- .membership shall be -made- up of two 
delegates fr'qm. each gr.dup and they must meet at least* -once.- a. month, 

"Section 3:' -County Divisions may- if the Groups approve collect suqh 
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”pei? capita tax. as their hy-laws. .provide, and they may hire such 
’w6r]fcers as are needed, if they have the- funds to pay for the same, • 

“Section 4i No County Division shall place any assessment .upon the 
menibfer, hut. they may call f.or dpnati.ons to pay for* some special 
fund prp^am,- 


“Section, 5:- The County Divisions shall have bonded officers if 
such officers hold funds of the Division, 


“Section ^i .^e Rules- of order of a County Division shall -h.e.,the 
same as .tha-fc'of a local Groupi 

“Section, tt County Divisions shall have .no 'authority to issue any 
;'Group Charters, nor* shall -they he permitted to interf er^ in the ;ls>- 
suing of Group Charte rs.; As harmony must pre-7a±l_j_ *“ 

■“Section 8: The National ]^ecutive .Board shall .appoint such cpmr 
•mittees,, as they may need from /their, own .ranks or from any Charter- 
.ed' Group-,- They shall also provide for -ah auditing committee and 
•have their books audited onc.e a^yeary .and such auditing c.bmmittee 
shall mhke- th.eir report to~the Secretary of. each’ Chartered Group, 

“ARTICLE VIII' Conventiohs 

•“Section it The National Executive Board' 'shall call National Con-: 
v.en-fcionS .-wheh. and if. n'ecess'a^. When such cpnyent ions.. are, called- 
they shall limit' the- .number tbf' D^elegates from each local Group that, 
jnay attend. ' 

“Section- -2s- If for some reason the 'Membership should feel tha-t a 
National Convention, should *.be -'calle^ and .the .Executive -Board! -Has 
refused such a call for a 'Convehfioh, -then the. Members -may 
call upon their local Groups to send out a petition, to' other Groups 
-asking that they seconH" a. -call for a Convention, If five topups. 
second the call the National Exeputiye Board must; call such a Conven 
ti'on and within one- month from the day the petitions .were filed, 

“rARTiCLE IX, Safeguarding the Fuxids. 

-“Sectipn 1, All -large, "or unusual -expenditures shall be authorized 
by the. National 'Executive' Board before commitment in regard .to 
them, shall be made;_^ 

“Section, 2t All funds o,f the Pro'-Southerhe'rs must b.e disp osited in 
the' name of- the organization in such banks' as designated by the. 
Na-biohai Executive Board. 
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» ARTICLE X 
” Non-Violence, and Non-Boycott 

“Section l-t,The National Executive Board shall., not permit any- motion 
to b'e .made/'or any speech made at its raeetihg that advocate's violence 
.dr ’^>bycottin^ of anyone or of* any "business concern « 

bisect ion. 2% The Local Groups shall not permit, any memher to make, a 
Mnotion or having it seconded -at any meeting, that.' would ie'ad .td a, 
b6ycdi;t''’df ,any fiimi or’ individual. Nor shall .any Group perait a m.6- 
p. ti'on to b.e.^made, to c.ommit violence. Nor shall ahynLocal Group peiinit. 
speaches *or talks that would create violence to be made at any of 
^theTr .meetings;,. ” , ’ 

T - BYrLAWS-'.OF SHELBY COUNTY- GROUP 
I . » * >’"5 

^ ,0n December 12> .195.5, T-2, supra, advise'd that a rae'et- 

> ing of .the Executive Board, of- the Shelby- .County, Tennessee- OhSpter' 
of. thet -tro-Southerners was held in the- office- of Executive Board 
V .member- -of Dr', T, R-:^MONTQOMBRY , Hlckmai>i.:Buiiding; Memphis; 

"December Hy 1955# the by-laws were adopted'. Informant made 
available 'a rough draft- copy -thereof which- he -s-bated may be 
•Changed slightly when printed’in their- ^inal f oj^i# although they 
‘were considered as set' qut hereinafter.:' 

. “By-Laws. 

ARTICLE I - Nam.e 


“Section- I. . . 

- “The name qf ‘ this organization shall, be ^bwn. as, -the -Pro-TSouthern- 
ers, Shelby County Division/ an;_^ shall transact all business, under 
the name The Pr'6-Southeitners, *“ 

“ARTiCLE II Purpose 


“Section JX 

* -.“The purpose of this- organizatiqn ;is to. keep the'r,i!ace3 s.egregated, 
-This organization shall, not take part in any othei* issue, 

!iffiTICLE III: - Membership 


“Section I 

‘“Any .white Aryans 21 years of age- or older are eligible for .member- 


> 
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* ' ■ 

■ “Appiipation :f or' mei^ershlp Will "be passed on- by. Group Chai3?man anC* 
xGrpup Secretaiy b^ef ore, mpniber ship cards are issue.dj ' 

, "Menfljership is determined after application^^ are passed by jforesaid< 
persons 'and membership, dues are paid- as herein provicled^ 

»' AJlTICLE VJ - DJJES , ' 

“Section 1, 

“Dues are $2.00 per year,, wives are. .free. 

"••ARTICLE V. Meetings- 

M Section 1, There shall be at least 2 meetings, each- year for ail mem- 
'bers. A notice, of this meeting shall- be mailed or handed to each 
member at least Seven days before the date th'ereof . 

"Section. 2'.. 5‘ members' shall constitute a quorum - Group meeting 

"Section 3 - each member shall have ,'ohe 'vote 

"Section '4. The order of Business at the- meeting shall.be -. lloll 
.Call - Prayer - .Reading pF minutPs t. Repoi:^' of' .Directors - .'Report 
of ' 'Treasurer' r Jlepprt-. o'f 'Social Committee t "llnf ihisli^ busi- 
ness. .New.’business' - .Adjournment 



"Section .5 r Rules to govern order .at a meeting shall b.e Parlia- 
.mentaiy procedure 

* I 


"Section -6, - Dristrict mass meeting, shall b.e held at least o'nce a 
month »• . 

"Section.. 6' - Group meetings should be held at least once a. wepfc 
"Section. '7 r Board of Directors -shall meet at least once, *a month - 


•jV 




-. -Board .of Direc.t.ors 


"Section 1 The' Board of Directors shall consist of 1,8 men elected 
as follows t- For the purpb.se of- the By laws - .Selection Board of 
Dire'ctor will serve- for the coming year, etc as was selected Dec. 
4th 1955 . 


"Section* II The Board of- Directors,, shall c.onsist of a ;C6unty 
Chairman -3 V,ice Chairmen. Recording Secretary, 

Financial secretary Assistant Secretary,- Treasvirer - City Dis-r 
trict Chaitmian & County District Chairman and 2 Social Chairmeno 
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^ k It • t 

■ '”0 directors el.eoted for one year - 4 Director^ elected" for 2 yi^s,; 

■7^ 8 ^‘Directors' for 3 yrs. * * ‘.h/ 


r . 


"Section’ III' Tiie -Board of Directors shall have general, management 
of thd affairsi funds and record .of this organization i* It 
shali^.be their -duty tq act u^qn any object able members of 
this organizatipn - after' said objectable -Has been ‘censured, for -.min- 
br offense; employ subh help as heede^; fill vacancies in this 
\organization; they can by 2/3- vote- oi* the majority of Board of 
Directors will^ remove- any member and... to perform such^ duties as- 
' the mentoer^^rrom- time- to time, authoriz.e,, 

M^TIOLE yii - Funds' 

•'.'Section I - The funds of this organization shall ’consist of mem.- 
bership dues or cqhtfibutioh’ passed on by Board of Direcjbors,, 

“Section II - .iiOd 'of' each,. 2,00 dues goes to. the -pational 
; .headquarters; 25^ -.of -same said dues stays- in- .the' ih viduali! -,.., 

! .group; 75.^f said dues-'ioes' into, the 'county- funds, ' * 


•■"Section, III F.unds will be dep.osited in Banks- with 2 signature^ 
required .oh- each che'ck__ . 3 signat'ure^ will, be .plac.ed oh 'file with 
'-the bank as "being authorize^ to. .sign checks for organization i 

'!Sect-ioh. IV, Group -will make request & have -them granted to Board 
of Directors for any’ funds, they .may need; at. anyt.ime, 

"AETICLE VIII .- Treasurer 


".Section I Treasurer sha-11 be custodian of al.l funds t .'boqks. of 
''account and sign all checks i -He is'hal'l. furnish a- bond of -faithful 
■performance- of his .duties', in such an amount as' the* Board of 
Directors shall •prescri'be. 


‘/Section: II In e'tfent .of his disability the- du'tles. .shall be. '.per- 
formed ‘by persons -duly appointed by the- Board 'qf Directors, 

‘‘ART-iCLE -iX -district 'ChalSn* - . . 


■ ‘‘Section I . .'Df^l^^i^t'-sCKal^ .shalll hai^e charge of hSsVl^^tflct; 
in regard -to:- api^oiritihg someone; in charge of; the* ;groups. in. his 
District; he' shall s.ee to t heir being one meeting a .month for'* all .in 
'-.his. district.' He. shall make reports- to the- other members, of the B.oard 
'of Direbtors; 




-14 - 


t 






- ^ 


rt." 


i 


CP 


CD 


% 


•( 


ME # 105-98 


"ARTIOIiE X Publicity 

“Section 1 Wo press statement shall be given out without the 
consent of the Board of Directors# 

“ARTICLE X - AMEHDMENT 

“Section I - These By-Laws may be amended by a 2/3 vote of the 
imajority of the Board of Directors# 

“ARTICLE XI - Officers 

“Section I - Officers shall be the Board of Directors; each Dis-r 
trict so desiring shall have a District Co-Chairman & secretary; 

- each group shall have a chairman, tresurer, & secretary^ 

“ARTICLE XII 

"The Pro-Southerners by name shall take, no part in violence or 
threats or boycotting" 

E. - MBETlNgS OP THE PR0-30DTHERWER3 

On July 25, 1955#. Memphis Confidential Informant T-3> 
an individual who has furnished reliable information in the past, 
•advised that she had received a letter on the stationery of the 
Pro-Southerh.era invitinjg her to a meeting at the home of HARRY 
•WILLIAM 3601 SouthXloyd Circle, Memphis, on any Friday 

night# • • • 


On August 4, 1955# Memphis Confidential Informant T-4‘, 
an individual who has furnished reliable information in the past, 
.advised that on that date he had found a handbill placed at his 
front door inviting him to a meeting at PYLE’S home on August 6 , 

1955. 

On November 22, 1955# Memphis Confidential informant T-5i 
an individual who is acquainted with HARRY WILLIAM PYLE, and who 
has furnished some reliable information and other information which 
has not be'en determined to be either reliable or otherwise, ad-r 
vised that he /attended the meeting of the Pro-Southerners at 
th^ El Rotta Restaurant, 3OOO South Third Street, Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, on November 21, 1955 • Informant advised that he had 
been invited by PYLE to thSymeeting; that approximately 6Q people 
were present' and that HARRY^Y LB served as Chairman and was the 
principal speaker. He stated that PYLE contended that racial integra- 

7“.v, Ar 
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tion. in the' public, schools would lead- to the deraora^ ization of 
the white- race.’ and that mixed marriages would ensue’-*., He. 
stated further that PYLE quoted statistics showing the high .per-, 
cenfcage- of Negro crimes -and 'the high percentage of venereal 
.disejase within the 'Negro race,. He stated -that one man at the 
meeting who did not appear to be or the. program, spoke to the 
group and stated that during his lifetime he had killed two 
Negroes and he was not hesitajht to kill more, if necessary, as he 
would hot tolerate any form* of- racial integration* He stated that two 


. Memphis Confidential Infoiin^nt T-2, an individual - 
has. furnished' reliable information in the past,, -advised on' 

December -6, ’ 19.55, ‘that 'she attended a meeting of the; Pror^Southern-. 
ers on December 5,. 1955, at the Veterans of Foreign Wars Hall 
in Berclair> a suburb; of Memphis i She stated that -the meeting was 
•supposed, to be ah- iorganizationai meeting for the Pro-Southerners 
in. the Berclair .area; -that the rae.eti'ng. wa.s orderly and that, the 
purpose of the Pr'6-S6uthern.ers was explained by o'ne of the speakers . - 
as being- dedicated to opposing any type of racial Integfation^ih ptib- . , 
lie, schools and other -publdc facilities. She stkted that Pro'-.^ 

Southerners literature was distributed which showed photographs- . 

’ of Negro men' and white -vromen having social 'relations'. She' continued , . , , ' 
that one of the "speakers announced '.that- bn Thursday, December 8, ^ 

‘1955, the Memphis' Chapter of the- National association for- .'the Ad-»- • 5. 

* vanOement of Colored people, is. to petition the Me^raphis Park , . ♦ ^ i 

Commission for integrated use of public parks and swiramirig^ -facilir 
- ties and that the .Pro-Southerners.. wanted, as many white people as': . 

♦ ‘possible to go’ to the Park Commission Office and. protest- thiS; 
effort at integration. " ' > , - 

^ ^ . I* 

On December- 7, 1955,. T-2-, supra, advised -that Hj^Y ,WILI/.IAM. 
ITniE, the National Organizer . of the. Pro-Southerners, .was to hold- an"^ ^ 
organizational meeting- of the Pro-Southerners in Camden, .Tennessee, , * 


;-V Jon Satiiirday, ‘December 17i 1955. Arrangements for this meeting -were 
i.V^-made -by '.Mrs, IRA L^ fl^TOEY . 'member -Of the-^oard of -Dineejors ^^ th 
Pro-SouthbfSer'sTn^Memphi's, -and one of the Vicre-CfisarmeiT thereof . _ 


T^^alsb noted 'that the meeting of the Pro-S'butherriers. was scheduled 
■at the Tr'toman'.s '2MCA Building, " on December 8^ 1955-, and on 
December 13, 1955, meetings -would be -held at- the Lennox Civic Club 
and the. Gaston; Civic Club> Memphis i 

F. MEMBERSHIP 

On June‘’’'28, 1955, T-2, supra, adyised that H/^Y WILLIAM 
PYLE had recently 'stated that, the ofganiz'ation had eighty-two members 
in Memphis, 

t i 
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On September 30, 1955> T-2, supra, advised that 
. HARRY PYLE had a list which, purported to h.e the members of the 
' “Ao' -Bo HUIi GR0]JP"‘ of the Pro-Southerners.. Informant •explained,, that . 
‘.dues. for the Pro-Sputherners are set on. "the basis -df either a * 

-single ^B^vidual dr a 'man and v?if e in the same family, in other- . 
Swords, where .the man joins the organization,, his wife' .is 
automatically a member. Inf orman't noted .regarding the abo.ve ‘list , . 
-t'hat it included lO individuals, four of .wh'om were "tihe wives of' 
the. members.. On the same date, informant state.d- thait p;toe. hsid a 
list of' the members of the Raleigh,. Tennessee, -Group,, wliich: consisf-r 
ed of“27 paid member.ship.s, som.e , of whom included husband .and wife. 

I 

On the same date, T-2 stated that PYLE, had. a list of 
the Sharpe School' .Group, wliich consisted of 41 memberships, 
some consisting of man and; wii’ei although, several ,of’ these were 
hot. Indicated oh, PYLE-’ S list as definitely being paid memberships ,• 

On Septerabeh 30', 1955> T-2 furnished a list of 9 
known groups of the- Pro-Southerhers then' existing, in. Memphis., In,- 
foimaht did. not loiow the identity of all of the :members thereof'^ 

Group. # 1, 3601 South Lloyd .Circle .(PTOE’S home) 

Group '# ‘2, Hicionan Building- 
Group #' 3, Meadowlane 
Group* # 4',. Bullington- Street 
Group # 5,. Mary Road, 

Group*# 6, Gaston Avenue. 

Group # 7, Scatteij'ed* (Informant, stated that this, appar.ently is .a 

"catch-all** group made up of isolated mem- 
bers in -v^ious parts of town)y 

■Group # 8',. Ralei^ 

'Group # 9# Prayser 

G. . 'EINAMOES. OP .THE PRO-fSC)i?THERMERS 

•Oh June 28 , 1955j .T-2’, supra, advised tha-t'fSSBvhad*. 
stated that, the dues for the Pro-Sou-therhers/were $2‘ per year, one- 
•half of which went to the National Office, Informant, -^ho- iS familiar 
with, many of ,PYLE*S activities, stateb, she. has. never known PYLE 'tb 
actually, send- any money -to the National Office-. 

' g 

In regard* to. ’PYLE'S failure to send dues paymen.t to 
the National. -Office, T-2 advised oh' December' 12, 1955 1 that 
PYLE, claimed the previous day that he had authority to keep the 
National Office dues, for his .expense in’ connection with organizing 
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±n Shelby trounty. In regard to the half of the dues which were 
supposed to remain in the local group, informant quoted PYLE as 
.stating. 25fl remained in the individual group and thereof 
went to the Shelby County group. 


On December 27, 1955# T-2, supra, furnished a financial 
report of the local Pro-Southerners, which is as follows? 

•” Dec. 15th, 1955. 

Financial Report of Local pro-Southerners. 

"Total membership dues collected ^ ; — |l928.0p 

"Total after National Dues are taken out ? 9,64*00 

” Total membership paid 964, Total wives unknown 


” Total 'Local funds- 
" Total .'donatiohs-ss- 
" Total Funds 


$ 964,00 
55 28; 00- 
$ 992. qo 


Expences, 

"Paid for printing $240,76 

"Paid for rent of halls, flags 
Ads, chair rent 77*44 

Leaflets made at cost of 

paper and ink by self — $117.00 

Total expences— 

"Tota.1 in bank t $555.00 

"Total, cash and r e(^i ts ^ $990,20 — . ; — -$990,20 

Shortage $ I.80 

"There was spent out of National Dues for the help in Memphis the 
sum of $327,29, This paid for direct mailings and for distributions 
of leaflets. Expence of boys to d.eliver leaflets and their costs. 
None of this $357*29 was used to pay long distance cals or for 
telegrams. Nor for Gas or other personal expences. The cost of 
membership cards and for stickers- was paid out of this national 
Fund, ” 

”l vrant to report this fact. As was brought out at our first 
meeting as a county 'unit, that I. ballooned up the membership, for 
thepurpose of having a large looking organisation so people would 
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“be willing to ;}o.in. It had to be done for people would not come in 
to a small organization. It was costing us over three dollars per . 
new member when we had few members, but -when we ballooned the total. 

membership, they began to ;Join and the costs dropped* 

' 

“l gave to the press the larger figure and in doing so, done it un- 
der the impression that they would be fair£, arid I failed to ball- 
oon up our total bank account to make it good. But, had I done 
^o,,,they still would have mislead the public, for they tried 
to total the whole dues and charge the expence to it, when they 
should have gave us a chance to pbint out that I hold in reserve 
money to carry on the work in organizing the western- counties of 
•6he state-. Had they been' fair they would have published this fact,- 

"It is understood between Mn. Sherrill and I that I. am to use all 
that come in here in Tennessee to promote our work here and not 
to spend it on doing work in other states, 

”l have done all mimeographing at no -cost to the local organiza- 
tioii, I have taken no wage or salary out- of the National Fund, 
but have had to take money from National .Fund to buy gas and- 
oil,' I have carried this load on my ovm shoulders and put my .own- 
money in, 

“Had I -taken a salary out, the total taken in would hardly paid 
the salary, so the Commercial Appeal’s yipping is rather- weak^, and 
if ’they had been honest, they would have stated that I had given 
7 hards months to work at no cost to the members, 

"I*d like to mention another fact. Had I had the mgneographed leaf-, 
lets made I would have had to pay out more than $7F«00- or more. So 
this idea that money was wasted is nothing .more than a scheme to 
divide our people and let the- niggers take over, 

’•We would like to call to your attention that there was a great 
waste of leaflets and application cards. More than should have 
been, yet so long as we were not getting publicity I felt that we 
must let alll that would spead the leaflets, 

"Before we had made a good start* it was costing us more than Three 
dollars per member to geb them, then as the leaflets began to get 
around the cost, was reduced to about 75ji> and when the papers 
gave us a good break the- membership began to build up and thus 
the cost will be reduced to about 25j5, which is a good showing-, 

“We; now will have to draw on our bank account for hall rent,- 
as we have rented LaBelle Civi'c Club house- for a .mee-ting, -and I 
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have tv;p leaflets on the press that will take up some $67o00. 

As- this will take care of our needs there should be a further 
building up of dur local fund and the national Fund so I can 
have- more to take on the work in West Tennessee, 

Yoiirs in the fi^t,. 

/s/ Hari^ Wii^vl e,- .-r.- 

''Harry Wm» Pyle, " 

In regard' the above, T-2, .supra, advised that 'PlfLE'-S 
.explanation of the use of the Pro-Southerner funds was prepared 
as a result of an article in the Memphis Cqinraercial Appeal, -a 
daily newspaper, on- December 15> 1955y headed:- "EXPENSES TAKE 
BIG B3TE OUT OP PRO-S.OUTHERHERS", Informant noted that subsequent 
to the appearance -of the above art.icle and. after PYLE explained, 
his handling of funds to the Executive Board, the Board wrote 
a letter to the paper in which they completely exonerated 
PYCiE of any .Improper' handling of the funds. 

On December 29, 1955» Memphis Confidential Informant 

.T-7, an individual who has furnished reliable info.rmation in 

the past, advised that I I 



Confidential Informant T-.7 also stated- that 



All of the above information from T-7, is to be used 
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only on. the issuance of a proper subpoena duces tecuffi. 


Ho SCOPE OP THE PRO-SOUTHERNERS 


On July 11, 1955» T-2, supra, advised that PELE had 
told him that the following organizations were part of the 
Pro-Southerners, but were known by the following names in 
their respective states? 

Arkansas - White Americans ^ ftstW 

Alabama - Alabama .States-Ri^ters bvow 

Norlbh Carolina - Pro-Sputhemers ' 

Florida - Pro-Southerners Citizens Council 
Mississippi - Citizens Council 

Texas - Association for the Ad-yancement of White People 
Georgia - Georgia Association for the Advancement of White 
People and States R^hters _ ' 

Louisiana - Louisiana Gentlemen 


Oh various occasions, T-2 has advised that P”XLE has- 
stated that the Pro-Southerners, So far as he Is concerned, will 
confine their organizing activities to the State of Tennessee. 
Informant stated that although PYLE may periodically, make trips 
to adjoining states in connection with Pro-Southerner activities, 
he will be doing so only as a speaker for whichever group 
operates in that territory and will not try to. form his own group 
where- there- is already an existing pro-segre^tion organization. ■ 
In this connection. Informant stated that PYLE has specifically 
mentioned that he will not organize any groups in Arkansas 
as “VJhite America” is active in that State. 


II. OFFICERS 


A.' NATIONAL OFFICERS 

i. — . i ■ ..11 , ■■■■ n .iwii. n . I ^ 

Memphis Confidential Informant T-Q, an individual" who 
has furnished reliable information in the past, advised oh June 21, 
i‘954, that the letterhead of the Pro-Southerners listed the follow- 
ing officers of that organization: . 

ADVISORY BOARD 

HARRY WILLIAM PYDE, Board Chairman 

H, B, SHERRILL, Secretary, J&nager 
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HAERY WILLIAM PYLE, Tennessee i'2^ !>jJ^ 

BCBER^^PATTERSON, Mississinni .. /22-^ /■ 

BOig>fem iEv .Nevada lls> a •- 

■ J> H. W lOKLEY ^ South Carolina ' 

J)HAHM&i*LTZfiERALD, Tgxas.,^ 7/^ , 

■ F. 0::^AMM0 NS>. West Vlgglhla- 
J&3.*_LSS.SI^SffiNKlNS., .Georgia 
Mrs.-.M<i^ONAN, Arizo na ' 

jPHN Hl^QM K. Virginia 
JS^.G^KMga, JCentuclcy 
FLETCHEIW^ELS ON. . Loui siana 

■ H. M^^SHEBRI LL. .Alabama ~ ... 

Lr'F .-^VLI N. O klahoma 

W . J Jp^IN; Florid a 
■HUBERT - H ;> toATH» Nevr Mexico 
jaEORGEL.(T:SBIEKLEY, Jfervland 
. R» eI ^RIPFITH. . Oklahoma 
•PrOffyATT.' North Carolina 
^irrwssimis',^ I rkansaF ^ 

, T-2, supra, advised on June 28, 1955, that PYLE had* 
a supply of membership cards of the pro-Southerners, which 
states that .the Pro-Southerners is the “white man * s organization 
of the southland to preserve our '.southern segregated way of 
life* ^ 

* t ^ ' 

% 

The card contained the name of M, B.}.SHERR.3iL,. Secre- 
tary-Manager, Post Offi'ce Box 1071, Ft* Pierce-, Florida* 

On December 27, 1955^ T-2, supra, . <advi'sed that 
in so far as the Memphis operations of the Pro-Sputherners 
were concerned SHBRRHifi* -was obviously losing, out.- She stated 
that PYLE has frequent telephonic discussions with SHERRILL 
but apparently these calls are more on the .basis of exchanging 
information as contrasted with PYLE having to report to -SHERRILL - 
oh. his activities, .She also stated that even, though the head- •.. • 

^quarters of the Pro-Southerners in Fort .Pierce, Florida, are 
fonly nominal, PYIL is nevertheless talking ,about’ moving the ’ ' 

National Headquarters to Memphis. She stated that as far as' 

•she can determine, SHERRILL, gets no .money, out of the .local' . lo.. 
groups. No reports or lists';of members are submitted to him and PYLE 
is actually the complete leader of the Pro-Southerners, in .so far ' . 

as their Memphis operations are: concerned* 

Regarding the above individuals, listed on the Pro- 
Sbutherhers letterhead, the following information is set 
.out* 
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, , L i)ona Ana . ,‘County, H ew Mexico, . I I 

, advised 3A | foh May .19, 1955/ that HEATH' 

is ^ the father of httrtsrt h'iA ^ATH,\_ .puhlishep of the ‘Anthony Valley, 

New Mexico^ News» I s'tated'that HUBERT -HEATH .is an .old 

man-, prqbahly in’-his' 80* s, and* is considered- harmiess and irres- 
ponsible tby those -who know him« 

R. 0« SAMMONS 

On June 23, 1950, Mr<, and; Mrsv 

I [ Huntington., We.st Virginia.,;, -furnished,. .SA | ITT^ 

printed ma'berial issued by the 'West Virginia .Anti-Soviet Educational 
Leai^e, Huntington, West Virginia/ .which' indicated that .SAMMONS * 
was -the Director -of that ..or^hi'za'bion. The literature w§s ahtl- . m 
.S emitic in riature.''The literature." alleges tha't the Jewish people;' , 
•control the ' Coramuniht party and the commerce -and industry of ali. “ ' 

, geh;fc'aiie nations; ’ 

’ ) 

‘ =, J Regarding, SAMMONS, the November, 1954, i.ssue' of . ; . i 

> P'2LE*S publication, the Pqliti.cal Reporter, .indicates that -.SAMMONS 
-•.died p,ct.oj)er -i'7,' 1954, in an automobile accident, 

• ' JOHN H; honk ' 

JOHN. HENRY^ ONK. aka JEAhI^JEANv was',inve^.igabed' 'i, . 

by the. rai in' April of 1948 under the provisions of -Executive 
'.Order # 9835.-.' .Investigation, whs based -on .the fa'ct tha-f* .-MONK 
associated with ,a- .JOHN Pa^PRUNK of. StliM^t^bdfg, .JElprlda, who 
was. described by the- St* Petersburg Pdl'ice- .TJepartment as, being -a. 
weii-kno^ Obmmunis.t. leader at S.t» .Petersburg, Investigation . 
conduct ed' by’*°the Norfolk Office in. 1948 con.cqrh-ihg MONK de^velp^ed 
no subversive or .disloyal .inf dilation' concerning, him. 


P.of t smbuth, Virginia, ad'vised SA -.W; MARVIN in lyb.M'i that.. 

MONK, was- ant;i-semitic and- had no* good 'will toward .Jews,. 

J, Hv BICkbEg 

Chie? of police LACY. EDWARDS, Marion- South 'Oaf ol'i'na 
Police- Department, adyised SA JACK M, -BYRD'- that BiOEtl^ -was ' ^ 

, rumored to- ‘ha've been’ a member bf the Association of Carqlina Klahs 
in Marion, South Carolina .during 1951 • EDWARDS 'stated tha’t* BIOKLEY 
has a reputation- of being, a ''rabbl.e'rpus'er- and. that with his .repu? 
■fcatioh- he was the type who- had been /a klansmah. or 'member of- a 
similar ‘group-, 
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BOB CURRIE 

On July 2, i'954 during the. course of another Invest iga.- 
tlon. by the Salt Lake City Office of the FBI., inquiries were made 
, .at Carson Cityj Nevada, with reference to.a’BOB CUiffllE or ROBERT 
Sheriff LESTER V<> SMITH, Orrasby County., Nevada, advised 
' that’ BOB CURRIE was a guard at the Nevada State i^.ison near Carson 
City, Nevada, 

B. SHELBY COUNTY OFFICERS 

'On June. 28> 1955 j- T-2, supra, advised at that time, 
that -the l.ea_de?^hip. in the . Pro-Southe rners in Memphis 'consisted 
,-in’ so. far as- he' could determine of the following: 

. -i’' ■ ‘ ■ 

X ., MRS, ^ ^M00DY -. who resides on* I^ers. Street 

•DR, MONlGOpiRY, Hickman. Building,. Memphis 

J[II»LIAS!^ST0NES , possibly ,a student at Memphis. State C.ollege 
'Mrs,*^'HIPP/ , an' elderly lady’ 


The, Memphis Commercial Appeal, a dally newspaper, in 
the September ' 30 , ..1955^ issue, quoted PYLE' as stating that he 
was the National Chairman of the Pro-Southerners and. that' Mi V, 
SHERRILL of 'Port Pierce, Florida, .was , thei Secretai^r-Treasurer. 
PYLE was also! qu.oted as stating that JOEL WiLKERSON, an insurance, 
man, .was the County Cha;^manj- Dr. T; R. MONTGOH^Y,' County Vic er 
Ohdirman; ;and . ’Mrs . RUTH^OOD Yy SecretarV i 


•On No'^ember 22,- 1955 ^ T^5; supra, -advised that ‘the, 
' Southerners drafted a, resolution’ directed to the City of Memphis' 
--in 'i?egard to the maintenance of segregated recreatibnai fac.irities 
and that the following names were affixed to this resolution 'as . 
qffid.ers: 


■ Joel; Wiikef son. Chairman RESOLUTION C’OiMMITTEE 

Df i. '.T,h .R-, Mon'b'gomery, Vice Chairman Lonnie' P A lTaht « Grpu p^gjl^’ 
. -.K&s, 'Ruth. Moody, S.ecretai^ .Frieda R"^^Pvl,e » group;. *;#3 

■ N,. " ’ .L, L;>gillner . Grpup^i5t-5 

■ lO harles W.^ell , C hair ma n-Qraupusi^ 9- 

■ James~ Clem^^ersol , Asst Chaigmanl_(.couhtv: )-..Gr ou t5 # '7 J 

■ .M." B’ j^cCo y, Chairman Group # 16 — 

" Jimmie L,)fekelton , ' Chai rman jGr’ oup ij^. .1 5 / 

I, J>^atley ; Chapman Group. .^11 
‘T,. V',?WalnW Chairraan’^^’q^^.fj^ 

Bhbokgi^eirhe r Organizing Chaiman Groupq # 5. an d 10' 

•Hai*ry William- Pyle, Nati'ohai ' Chairman .(Approved) 

G. w;:^reggiy Chairnmn.^Gr£upjL3^^^ 
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C. .FACTIONALISM ' . a. ■ 

■■■■•■ ' ' 

On Decembep''l2, 1955, as well as on- various other occasions, 
T-2, supra, has advised that the exact relationship between PILE 
;and jg^_y^SHERRILL> is very vague, .Informant pointed but that on. 
Decefi&er PYLE had been* .highly critical of SHERRHi -as 

he. claimed that SHERRILL had given some erroneous; information 
regarding the* PrfarS'outherners to newspaper reporters on membership' 
^figuresi Informant also' stated tha-fc. PYLE wanted to go to Port pi'erce 1 
to' ge^" this straightened out with SHERRILL, Informant has subsequent- 
ly advised that PYLE has tallced about moving the .national office' - * 
of ’the 'Pr6-Southei*ners to Memphis arid to 'a* great extent breaking 
: 'of ties With SHERRILL except those which he would' maintain with. 
any .other prq'-segr.e^tion '^bup. 


On November '22, 1955^ T-5, supra, who has .attended 
.some meetings of the Prb-Southernel*s, described P'YLE as being"a 
loud-mouthed individual y perhaps well meaning but ‘ "veiT indiscreet..- 
He ■'.also described 'ppLiB as being a professional organizer and a 
"phony” who is not oapatle of running the Pro-Southerners. * 

On November' 28, 1955> Memphis Confidential, ’Informant 
•T-9, an individual 'who has furnished reliable informati,on in the 
past, advised that, numerous indi'viduals in Memphis who are. in 
favor- of complete segregation of- -bhe .races, and who 'were originally' 
-sympathetic to the* Pro— Southerners, have decided to organize 
another group which will be known as the Association of Tennessee 
Citizens .Councils, This informant stated that .part.«of the. dis- 
satisfaction of PYLE'S leadership la the Pro-Southerners is due 
to the’ fa,ct that .PYLE has ho visible means of -support and' is ap- 
parently depending upon the membership dues for his livelihood. 


Informant also stated that pyCE' is extremely jealous of 
any other ahtif'integration group, 'which* attempts- to operate in 
Memphis and is also, jealous of anyone .in- the Pro-Southerners, who . 
ap'pears to- develop sufficient leadership to wher.e he' b.ecbmes a 
threat ‘to PYLE'S position'. 

Illi AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

As previously noted, the membership card of the Pro- 
Southerners states that it is "The white man's organization, of 
the southland to •preser've our southern segregated .way 6f life. 

The previously mentioned article in the September 30,, 1955, 
issue, of 'the. Memphis C.ommerci'al Appeal states that the Pro- 
Southerners are dedicated to "staying the hand that would mongrelize 
the white face". This article also quotes the Pro-Southerners 
as circulating Iniraeographed circulars which warhed -that the NAACP 
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. . . 

is ‘'organizing to whip the whit.e race into subJe'c,t’ion and racial' , 
iHte'ing," ’ , 

t X 

■ The article alsp quotes. PYLE as. 'stating ""We ai^e afesoIu|<e-'' 

ly opposed to -any violence and we think by organizing we can 'ayoid" 
any" violence", " ‘ ' t- 

• ' I 

IV, ACTION TAKEN 'BY THE PRO-SOUTHERNERS. . 
TO..,IMPLEMENT.-THEIR PROGRAM. . . . ^ 

*-v^- . 

On November '22-, 1955^ 'T.-5# supra, made available, a - 

copy of the rest)lution of the Pro-South'e.rners/to the. Memphis. - 
'City Government in opposition to inte^ated" recreational facill-‘< 
■■ties. A copy of this- resolution was also furnished by T.-2, supra^i » 

•on -December 6, 1955,. -The resolution is .as follows:, 

" R^OLUTION 

"WH^EAS, The United States Suprem'e Court has again ha,nded down 
a decision that strikes, at oui* liberty, our laws and our cust.omsj 


; aeoiB: 
indi l 


"WHEREAS, this., decision- forcing our public officials to' op.en up 
■to race mixing, our public supported recreational facilities; and, 

WHEREAS, The National Association, for the -Advancenierit of Colored- 
People and other -negro .groups- may make, demands upon our public 
officials to‘open”"up‘all public .supported recreational, facili-r 
ties that are now use.d -by tije White citizens', citing, the Supreme 
Court’s decision for their •ri^'6 to be admitted, 

. 

"THEREFORE, BE IT' RESOEOT),. that we the Pro-Sbufherners -of Memphis, 
Tennessee go on record as .deiianding- that the -Mayor and our' 

City Commissioners close. a£l public -supported Recreational 
facilities s.hqul'd the ^Tatibhal Assoc.iati 9 n for- the Advancement 
of Colored. .People, or any other .negro groups or any individual 
hegro makes, a demand to admit ne^bes to- white' recreational 
facilities;, and, ~ 

"BE IT FURTHER RESODVed, that should, the 'National' Association 
for the- Advancement of Colored •People or .'other' .hegro groups or 
any. individual negro go into .court to- enforce tHe Siipreme -Court * s. 
-decision, that our -Ifeyor and City Commissioners despo se o'f all 
public supported recreational facilities or dismantle them', so .as 
to make them unfitted, for dse; and, * 

•"BE 'IT P-URTH^ RESOEVED, .that" a copy 'of this Resolution be sent, 
to the Mayor, Walter Chandler, and copies given to our daily press 
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< "arid twenty thousand .copies made up to distribute among the- . < 

White citizens of Memphis.. ‘ ^ ' 

"Done this l6th. day of November 1955« 

■ '"Joel. -Wilkerson, phairman .RESOLOTION. -COMMITTEE -. * , 

Dr 4. T. :R, .Montgome;]^, ‘^i'ce Chairman Lonnie P; Tant., (j3;oup # 1 

■Mrs. Ruth Moody, Secretaiy Frieda R«, Pyle,, ' Croup. '# 3 

, .L, L. Willner, Group"#' 5 - , ’ 

• V* 

"Charles W-. Bell, Chairman Group. # 9 . ' " . • 

James oiem Piersol, 'Asst, Chairman (county’), Group,# 7 . ' n’ 

. M B. ’.McCoy, .Chairman Group #'16 / ' ' * ' \ ' 

^Jiphie L,.-. Skelton, Chairman Group # 15 
I. .j.- leLtiey, Chairman ;Grdup # ll' 

T.. V. ^Rairiey Chaizmiari Group. # 

Brooks Varner Organizing Chairman Grotips- # 5 and- 10 
Barry William Pyle, National .Chairman !( Approved)' ’ 

G, .W, Gregory -Chairman Group ■# 12 

•dopy of the- orig’inal on .file- -with the County Secre-feary 

"Why did the .press ignore this front pagei news?" 

On December 1, 1955> Confidential informant T-10, 
an, iridividual- who has. furnished reliable irifomatipn, in the 
pas^Jj advised, that the prd-Soiitherriers wei^e extremely .active 
in the plant of the- International Harvester. Company, Memphis, 

Tennessee. Informant, stated tha;t numerous Pro-Southerner 
handbills, had- been found on the. plant property and the activities- 
of the Pro-Southerrieris had resul-fced in creating strained relations 
betvreen the Negro and -white empl6ye.es of the company.- Irifprmant 
stated tha^■ .^t, was si^ificant to him .judging -by. thd .complaints 
the management received from the foreman in the^plant, the white 
employees could do no wrong and the Negro ,:.iipi.oyees could do 
nothing right.- Informant, noted- that" this was qu.it e. different 
from the- previous, experience of -the managemerit .at 'the plants 
where normally complaints from the* foremen: would 'be more .or 
less' equally «d'±vided between the. Negro- .and" whi-be. empl6yees-i 
At the time, of this interview, h.oweyeri the foremen were seemingly 
finding fault only with the- Negro employees. 

On December 30,- 1955^ Memphis -Confid.eritial Informant. 

T-ll, an iridividiiai who has furnished reliable information, 
in the .past, advised, that the. Prid-Southei?ners were extremeljr 
active in the- Kimberly-Clark Company .pl'ant in. Memphis;, .Informant 
noted that even .though "the- union in the plant prof.ess.e'd to be- 
lieve nationally .in integration, that this was npt having any 
effect on the local -members arid many of them were joining Pro- 
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Southerners and- in fact,. Pro- Southerner meetings- at one time were 
being held in the union hall located at Chelsea .and Thomas 
St?feets in Memphis, 

Informant, also pointed out that either the Pro-Southerners 
or some of their sympathizers, .had distributed leaflets’ which 
claim that the National Urban League was Communist- infiltrated 
and that this league was. being, helped by the- Memphis Community 
Fund, According, to' the informant, this leaflet caused many of the 
employees of the plant to cancel .their -pledges in -the Community 
Fund drive during* late 1955* 

The Memphis 'Press. -Scimitar,- a daily newspaper in Memphis^ 
in the Dec.ember 9j 1955 issue, reports the ,appeao’ance of approxi- 
mately 400 people- at the Memphis Park Cbrnmissiori- Building to pro- 
test a request from the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored ;People for the admiMion' oi* Negroes t.o previously 
segregated’ recreational facilities. The- newspaper identified HARRY? 
jPYCiE as the national chairman, of the. Pro-Southerners and the princi- 
pal speaker for that organization. The' paper also- stated that 
JIMM3E)felERS0 L . ,a- plastering contractor, was the county’ ^c ha irman 
for the Pro -Southern er a, ‘ The .newspaper reported ’fcfia’b thd Memphis' 
Park. Coramisaioh took no- .action on the request, of the National Asso- 
ciation- for' the Advancement of Colored People to end segregation, 

Tr2, supra, advised on. January ‘17> 195^'# that a Memphis 
attorney, WAYNE ,T, DeWEES’,- had arranged on- behalf of the Pro- 
Southerners for a .conference with Governor FRANK CLEMENT at the 
State Capitol ..in Nashville," on -Janua:^ 23 , 1956', Informant 
noted that, the Pro-Southerners in 'a written resol-tition prepared by 
DeWEES, were, demanding that CLEMENT accept one. .of- the three- alter- 
natives. These are’ as f'olidwsj- 

1, Appoint a committee' consisting- of .one -representative from 
-th^p- Eastern, Middle and Western’ Districts of the 'State’ to 

■ ’ .study segregation in their particular areas and' t.o recommend 
suitable -amendments to the Constitution and. the -laws of the -. 

* -state. 

2, Ca^l a special session of the Legislature to enact * suitable • 
laws to safeguard -se^egation, both in the schools and in the - 
-various media of transportation, 

' 3 -, That the Governor will completely uphold- States Rights in 

. segregation’. 

Informant stated that .if Governor CLEMENT accepted, th'e third 
•al-terhati've, tha’b there- would be ho need for the first two, ai though' 
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Pro-Southerners had Tittle- hope that he would So so* 

Informant .stated that as far as she knew, ,-tha confer'ehoe 
with the Governor- was arranged s'olely on. .behalf of '’•the. Pro- 
•ic Southerners,' although they’ ha-ve since made arrangements to be joined 
'Jtby groups .froin Chattariooga-, Tennessee, and possibly other parts of 
the State.* Inf oiroant .pointed, out, however, that there -was no connec- 
tion so far as she could determine between the .Ohattariooga. group . 
of the Memphis Pro-Southerners, ex.cept- their c.bmmpn interest in 
segregation. - ■ ■ 

- “ Confidential Informant T'-2, supra, also, .s-fcated that it' is 

the intention of- the Pro-Southerners' -to arrange conferences with ' 

•the Kfeiyor of Memphis, the Memphis Chief of Police,' the Shelby -Ooun-by 
Sheriff, and the .Memphis, and Shelby County Health -Department t'p dis- 
cuss .-various phases of segregation, ’ and tp .determine the policy.of 
thbse official's to be f oll.owed when ■fche- ques-bion of- .segregation 
is‘ raised. 

. V. -CONNECTION OE- THE- PRO-SODTHERNSRS 

with-^her; GROUPS; 1 1-. ' 

^ _ _ _ _ t ^ ^ * 

- % - - - • > - 4 

As‘ previously pointed out, ‘T-2 has stated' that, HARRY''* 

WILLIAM 'PYLEi the. National vCliaiiTnah' of- the PfoTSoutherners,. has . indi- 
cated that, he will not ' organize in any piacis, dut.si'de of Tennessee 
or e-ven in Ten'nessee where there is an existing pro-segregation 
group* .He .has also 'indicated,- according to T-2, as previously 
se.t out, that -various organizations in ‘other sputhern states .are 
part of the Pro-S.outherners but are ^Imowri.by' various, names- in their 
respective states.* According to T-2, PYLE has never indicated that 
there is any definite organizational connectiph between th’ese various 
groups and that they .are bound, together- only by the.ir common inter-' 
est in the maintenance' of' rs.egregat ion* . !? . 


bn> September 2-3, 1955i -Sergeant | |>. ASPOL,. - 

donesboroj Arkansas^ advised SA 'ESTES' G. uoLiS.MAW -cnau he had 
a-t'fehded a rally at- Walnut Ridge, .Arkansas,'., on ’September 17, ,195.5,* 
wM'nh- wa g a-nbhaoy ed by the Citizens" Committee of -Hoxie, Arkansas*' 
.Sergeant 1 advised that Hi^Y; .PYLE made a .short, talk at*;the • . 

•rally and- sPa-ced that he was c.orihected with 'the- .Pro-Southerners-. in- 
-Memphis, Sergeant I [ also, .stated; that. PYLE assured. the ' 

Citizens Committee .in -rHoxie that, .the organiza-tiph in Memphis- would 
.Kelp in -any way* -possible but did hot want- any violence* 

T-2, supra, has advised that P"YLE occasionally -refers .to • ■ ' 
an- .organization known 'as the .I^ight's of the Ku KLos KLan* Infpr?^.' 
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Tnant stated that she has never heard of' the Ku Klos KLan haying 
either regular dues or regular meetings and hel’isyes. from -PYLE'S 
comraenjs's that' ‘ .it: is nothing more than. the inner, oirole. of the ^ ; 

Pro-Southerners* . Informant states that P3^E has also ..mentioned that 
if the Pro-Southerners, should fall apart, he has. another organiza- 
tion on which -he can' fall hack and informant' helieve.s that: this 
•is the Ku'iQos KLan*’. 

Confidential inf omant. T-9i sppra-, has advised' on Ndvemher 
28; 1955, that he has. never heen a memher of the' Ku .ICLog Klan and' 
knows of no members thereof, although he- has' heard PYUS mention 
it and .claimed that he, PmE, was a high- official thereof. 

During the-.suramei? and fall of' 1955^ mime.ographed letters 
were cifcuiated-,' postmarked Memphis, Tennesseei bearing' the typed- 
signature of "*Phe"P’ioneers- of .Tennessee*'. T-2 ad-vised that he 
did' hpt know who originated the.se let.ters> , althou^, HARRY -PYLE has 
at times- Had- some, of them; in his. -possession* , 

T::g advised that .PYEJS 'has claimed to have gotten 'the letters' 
from PRANTOHISMAH; ‘and that. PYLE intended to pass, them out to .his 
•friend's £n the frb^Southemers, The .lettes?s were completelyfopposed, 
to any" integration, of the races and, ;at leasts one- of them attempt e.d 
to inject the racial issue . into the 'municipal election held .in- 
Memphis. in liov.emb'er.i 1955*. .The letters were- also, anfi-semitic. in 
nature, ■ ' ' 

T-59, supra,, who is well :acquainted with the .activities -of 
the hboye mentioned PRANK .WHISMAN, ad-vised, that, he' has discussed 
."The Pioneers 'Of 'Tennessee", letters with. .WHIS^N an'd WHISMAN alleged- 
ly knows nothing, about >tha origin- of them, . . , 

,T-5i supra; advis.ed on November .22, 1955.^ ..that- .PYLE- claims 
that; the. Pror-Southerners are affiliated, .with the. Federation for ., . 

- Cpn’stitutibhal Qoyernnient;' a .pro-segregation, group,, which,.. accord- , . 

. , dng to informant; is designe'd to coordinate 'the. .-work of th.e various ' " ." 

prolsegregation groups^ irr the. south* , 

. , T-l^> an indi-vidual who has- furnished' reliable information . > 

:ih the* 'past j advis'ed dh 'January 27-, 1956,. that he -was conn'ec.ted s ' ' 

• witH the Tennessee Federation for Constitutional Gpyemment and 

-was' .-present at, a meeting of the Federation .for 'Constitutional Governf. . 
\ m'ent-'/ which was held in. the Peabody Hotel in Memphis, TehnesseS ' ; ^ 

-• in, early January; 1956.* Informant stated that he pers-bnally .knows • 

.that the pro-Southerners are>,ndt; in any way. 'connected, with either ^ 

• - .the 'Federation 'fdr'-Cohstltutidnal Go-vernment or the- Tehnessee>-^. 

, - federation f dr -Oohstitutioha-l Government-, .Informant pointed ^out .i 
- .'tfiat-“since the' inception- '.of, the pro-Squtherners in Memphis during. 

. . ■ - 30 r 
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./ 
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the summer* of , 1955 >. that- at least t.wd other groupd have been formed 
in the'. City- to .Suppor*t se'^e^-tion. Informant stated' that they are' 
The Association of Tennessee.’ Citizens Councils -and the Tennessee 
F.ederation for Constitutidnal. Gdvbrnraent, Informant noted, that- 
had the Pro-Southerners’ been able to cbraraand the respect of the 
; mass of people, in Memphis who -are. bppds’ed'^to integration,, there would 
be no need for. forming these two groups*- Actually, how.e'^prj the 
infor*maht stated that the Pro^Sduthefners' have the seeds of their own 
destruction in their' organ.izatidn due to the po-dj? leadership- 'which 
they are receiving from -HABRY PYLE, 
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1 . ■ . n — 


b2 
h'6 
h7C 
" b7D 


Identity of 
Source 


«p,i 


Date of Activity 
And/or Description 
of Information 

Date 

Received 

Agent to 
whom 

Furnished 

File Num- 
ber where 
Located 

Origin and 

5 / 7/54 

MELVIN MC- 

1 I 

Ob^Jectives 

RAE JECT 

n ME file 
T05-98-9 


T-2 


Incorporation 
National Gonsti- 
"Uition and By-Laws 
Shelby County 
By-rLaws 
12/11/55 
Camden, Tenn, 
Membership 
" . 

Funds 

Letter re Funds 
Financial Report 
Membership Card 
Sherrill 

Pyle wants to go 
to Fort pierce 


l/24'/^6 


•J.H. KEARNEY 

If ■ 


1/27-/55 


12/l'2/55 

12 / 7/65 

6 / 28/56 

12/11/55 

12 / 27/55 

12 / 27/55 

6 / 28/55 


W.H.fiANRENCE 

II 

II 

J.H. KEARNEY* 
W.H. LAWRENCE 
J.H. KEARNEY 

II- 

II 

II 

W.H. LAWRENCE 


100-3214-134 

100-3214-IA 

o 

105 - 98 - 

lA -15 

100-3214-131 

100 - 3214-123 

100-^214-1 00 

100-3214-128 

IO 5 - 123 -IAI 3 

IO 5 - 123 -IAI 4 

100-3214-84 

105-98-94 

100 - 3214-128 


[Letter from PYLE 
Panel sotirce 7/6/55 


7 / 25/55 J.H.KEARNEY 100-3214-84 
and W.H. LAW- 
RENCE 


T-4 


■ b -Memphis, 

Tenn. 


8/6/55 




Memphis , Tenn 


11/21/55 


8/4/55 J.H.KEARNEY 100-3214-84 




{» 


li/22/55 


J.A.CANALE 100 - 3214 - 127 "'’' 
& W.H. LAWRENCE ", 


Tt6. 


12/5/55 


12/6/55 


Memphis’, Tenn. 
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:^?5^*?rT*^vc''.-*^'' ■" 


Merapliis, .Tenri. 



iianei' source 
ME; 

T-1'6 


m-berna-feiohal 
Har.vester C.o. 
Memphis, Tenn, 


Q 


CD 


Date of Activity bate 
Ahd/6r* Description, Received' 
of Information 


Agent- to 
Whom 

Furnished 


File Num- 
ber where 
Located- 


Bank Account 

« tt 


12/29/55 

1/19/56- 


J.H,iffiApEy 195-98r94 
” , Oijiginally 

reported 
herein 


PYLE on Board 


•6/21/54 , SA M^VIN. Mc- 
•RAE .JET.T 



Me file 

105-98-9 


Factionalism 
Pioneers of Tenn- 


11/28/55 J.-H.KEARN^ ' 100-3214-125 
ffi.*.W.H.r;AWRENCE. 

" j.H. KEARNEY' " 

& ¥,H, LAWRENCE 


S.ctivity at IH 12/1/55- J-.H. KEARNEY- 105-^^8-87 

Plant 


Activity at 

I Kinibe.rly-r ' 

Memphls,Tehn, Clark Plant 


T -12 



.Memphis‘,T.ehn 


1.2/30/55 


Federation, for 1/27/56 
Constitutional • 
Government 


1,05-'98-93 


Herein 


•Due .care and* consideratio'n has been -given- to- the us.e of inf or- 
.jnant symbols, ‘and they have -only been- used where the -concealing of 
identity is essential. 

■ ' L E A.DoS. 


'■ V Copi'e.s of, ithi's .report .are.-bjefergssiS^rh.lshed the- .indicated' p^^icers. for in-r 
■ fdrraationi in view of the unsuppoi*tdd" 'assertion -by HARRY -WILLIAM PYLE » 
•tKat7the^-^Pr6?''Southernera‘;one^!Kited-rtUhde3:^»3;jartou3 names -in other , 


^ -sTauthern-.-State^^^ ' 
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THE ipMPHIS DIVISION. 

AT .MEMPHIS', TENNESSEE 



Will .continue to follow' and report the activities of 
the Pro-rSoutherners« • . - : 


R^ERENCEt Report of SR JOSEPH H. piimNl^,' Memphis, . 
Tennessee, dated 2'/25/55 

Bureau letter dated 12/20/55 to Miami 

Report of SA DOUGLAS E." TODEi;- dated l7l8/56‘ at 
‘ • Miami. : ' ■ 
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